Health worsens of Salloum Palestinians 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The heal* of a 


rJi 

LUjyan-Egypnan uuraer ai ai oaijoum is worsening and 
i h 2 21 oe seriously ill, according to a report released Sunday 



by a Palestinian refugee group. The East Jerusalem-based 
Palestinian Diaspora and Refugee Centre said three of 
III P» lesrinian spelled by Libya but barred from enrer- 
1 Lilli fog Egypt were in critical condition from various illness- 
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Jand (Vja "L AMMAN (Petra) — His 
il, savin ok 11 b Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
d bouoh hcr ^ day received General Inrel- 
v but A- tJlc «*U' fige®* Deparanent (GID) 

1 dtej - director General Samih 

• c^h eci h'» Batikhi and senior GID offi- 

■ said she ^ 335 who congratulated the 

denuiy heryifij King on his birthday and 

w anted u, e J* offered him a token gift era 
to the hospifc,* the occasion. His Royal 
ked aft er her v.^ Highness Crown Prince 
m he was ill . AHbmd artended the audi- 
firm which' -r®®- "H* ^SO 

?kJv Intfen J ^ received Royal Jordanian 

uld' be unaM' ^ Force Chief -° f - Siaff 

r the ■■■ L hte,,J; . Mohammd Ababneh and 
tsi.in^r „ “ nlt senior air force officers 
ji- ** Nil* who presented the Mon- 

• l" r up arch with a token gift on his 
^ neM ^ hursdav birthday. Attending the 

meeting were Crown Prince 
ager leads p^j Hassan, HRH Prince Faisal, 
cariarl- Pome Minister Abdul 
J SUs P« Karim Kabariti and Royal. 
j n . Court Chief Awn Kha- 

j if ' ■ . ^ sawneh. 
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! of the trapped men as well as officials from the UX High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Doctors 
Without Border humanitarian *group, said the refusees 
lacked adequate shelter, water and medical care. “These 
refugees* farm lies are desperate, all their attempts to con- 
vince Egyptian authorities let their relatives into the 
country have been fruitless, 7 * the author of the report told 
AFP on Sunday on condition be not be named. 
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;□ use tl„., CIIK ' Qatari foreign 
) criminals ik minis ter to visit Gaza 

i the whole f nuv 

d them ,0 ; CAIRO (AFP) - Qatari 
pj- ' Foreign Minister Hamad 
n^r v, 6 * Ben Jassem A1 Thani is to 
nrv i . U ° r visit the Gaza Strip on Mon- 
, V ^ !? •'* day for talks with Palestinian 
v. north «>t Sac f. officials, the Qatari embassy 
i ordered out ihri. in Cairo said on Sunday. He 
imanue I BiiihuenL k is to travel to the Gaza Strip 
e and three dty from the Egyptian border 
( when Arreuhfit town of A1 Arish, the 
into the ••■oife- embassy said. 
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the suspect*- na: claim body 

or Pair! Y E 1’ DUB M {AP) ~ ^ ^y 
I , - E : r f-, of the sole Saudi passenger 
reola idenuiicJ l.* ^ ^ Saudi Arabian-airiuier 
. ** reah. that <::f Evolved in lastweek’s mid- 
he » .Arreubi **. . air disaster over India have 
-"tors wcrercaiT i refused to claim the body, 
h it. then the ^ saying they do not recognise 
seer- said. » oar: it, a newspaper reported 
esr Ii.t arm Sunday. The wife of Majdi 
at’s w hen he due Aikoubi, the only Saudi pas- 
nd and wii to' senger on the Saudi Arabian 
- finder."' \!r fe adines ffight, says the body 
^ “ does not have her husband’s 

distinguishing marks, the 
,v of tarantula* tbilyAlSharqAlAwsatsaid. 

The Saudi-owned newspaper 
tie Chicago la** said the corpse had been 
placed in a hospital pending 
I1 C AGO iR* - a more positive idenuiica- 
icago bu.'ine^^tion. 
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^ of laraniuU' 'I v KARACHI (R) — PoUce 
nk it ma> eonvi' 111 arrested Pakistan’s former 
1*1 ha'e :irj>thin? c intelligence cluef on Sunday 
ik.” >:iid Brj J* 4 *- m connection with the mur- 
•sideni der of the younger brother of 

achnocrntric. J c «Kted. Prime Master 
j . imn iin M' Benazir Bhutto, the official 
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" riu ewik APP news ageny said. 

1 ,-ho Li* : Masood Sharif, forma - 

' '" U .r , h ^mik* firec tor-general of the State 
f u. illiBEw Intelligence Bureau, was 
ned b^g by Sindh 

its 4S 0> province police as a suspect 

o partner^jl h in the shooting of Murtaza 
>nd. Rjid Ai^r Bhutto, APP said. The 
had a 1 estranged brother of the for- 
ek M r - ^ premier died along with 

■ l7 io ^ seven associates in a gunbat- 
^rment >n & *> ^ with police on SepL 20. 
V- pij. .aid ' ,r - Police alleged Murtaza was 
uil iXXl ^ \ killed in crossfire as they 
nI> eiiie l |ir 3 shot back in self-defence 

vC \„ron in a ^ er guards opened fire 
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* ^dV’T 4,1 TH. AVIV (AFP) — The 

: , said- Knesset finance committee 

•, t. ap 1 - • . on Stmday rejected the gov- 

i rt n\cro« fl . enment’s draft budget for 
a P° e r ^ because of planned 

jjjsftes f** 0 ” cutbacks in welfare pay- 
. j meats to families with 
. r ,-jO. J^cndent children. The 

■ ■ j -j iiwn budget drawn up by the gov- 

^°.L M h unni^r^ onment of Prime Minister 
: 1 rf “Wyarain Netanyahu called 

- L ™ . for imnnsino ctrirf i^fioihilitv 
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measures which 
iccit 1 "j J^. would have cut $260 million 
iar ri ' y ear riie welfare 

^ijituTin^ oodget “I would not order 

lishcri ^ such cutbacks, especially 

.sins \{\^- ^ *e release of figures 
-pleon* 1 ' ^ V 0n poverty in Israel ” said 
> j..,* the _ j cortuniitpp chairman 


.^edav. ,,n i cnajmuui 

^ ; Michael Kleiner, referring 

a ileon’ 5 ^ 'i- JJ a report issued last week 
a sharp increase in 
s ^ cn 1 F eP '^‘ ■ of children liv- 

!?r write 1 '“Sktow the poverty line. 
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King, in speech from Throne, to stress separation of powers 



By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Royal 
Decree was issued Sun- 
day convening Parlia- 
ment for its fourth and 
last ordinary' session 
before its term ends in 
October next year. His 
Majesty King Hussein 
will open the session on 
Tuesday with the custom- 
ary speech from the 
Throne. 

In that speech, which 
was discussed and 
approved by the Council 
of Ministers, as it is 


effectively its policy 
statement to Parliament, 
the King will outline the 
government's pro- 
gramme of action. 

“The speech will focus 
mainly on foe govern- 
ment's political pro- 
gramme rather than go 
into details of the socio- 
economic agenda for the 
coming period," a senior 
official nad told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

“But one of the most 
important points in the 
speech will be the 
expression of His 
Majesty's intention to 


assert the separation of 
powers among the three 
estates of government,” a 
senior Cabinet member 
said. 

“In the speech the King 
will not unveil a plan to 
introduce (foe so-called 
Norwegian law) which 
prevents deputies from 
retaining their parliamen- 
tary seats upon becoming 
ministers,” the Cabinet 
member told foe Jordan 
Times. “His Majesty will 
just express his and foe 
government's preference 
to move in that direction 
for now. His message 


Israeli demand for ‘hot pursuit’ 
main snag in Hebron agreement 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
and Israeli negotiators 
scheduled talks in self-ruled 
Jericho for Sunday night to 
try to sew up a long-delayed 
Israeli troop pullback from 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron, Palestinian offi- 
cials said. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak has blamed the 
lack of progress in Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations on 
Hebron on Israel's d eman d 
for “hot pursuit” in the 
town. 

“There is no logic to the 
Israeli demand for hot pur- 
suit. This would mean cre- 
ating an authority over the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA.),” 

.Mr. Mubarak said in an 
interview to the French 
daily Liberation. 

“It will not be accepted 
even by the Palestinians. It 
will trigger new violence, 
acts of reprisals,” Mr. 
Mubarak said, according to 
an advance copy of the 
interview received by AFP 
on Sunday. 

“Cooperation between the 
two parties is preferable to 
this hot pursuit I am sure 
that the Palestinians will 
pledge to pursue them- 


Israel preparing 5-year plan 
to tighten grip on Jerusalem 

THE ISRAELI govermpentis drawing up a.major devd- 
ppraent plan for. Arab East Jerusalem designed to' 
strengthen its claims ©^sovereignty ^ "over, the Arab sec- 
tor of foe Holy C^ v an Tsraeli newspaper reports on 
Sunday.'.” - < JW* 

The five-year plan would include opening a second 
police station arid various gmrerriment offices m foe east 
as wen as improving, sc^pling,. building new sewage 
systems arid : upgrading ■ roads in foe sector, foe indep£n- : 
dent daily Hafc^sa&l ii * ■' £ 'V ./V * ' ! 

“Jerusalem is' the capital of Israel and it should look; 

> the same m.aM its par^ea& arid wesC a government 
.offirial,v^3UQteda§:s^^ plan. .. - 

:lbe project was twng drawn: a^by.a.nriaisterial cori^ 

Benyamin : Nefooyahn. and^k :: h>. be : drafted Joy Iraemal 
Security Minister Avigckr Kahalarti, jfoe official said. . 


selves anyone who has com- 
mitted acts of violence,” the 
Egyptian president said. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators have failed since 
early October to push for- 
ward stalled talks on the 
long-delayed Israeli with- 
drawal from Hebron. 

Israel wants wide rights 
for its soldiers to enter 
Palestinian areas of the 
town to hunt down suspect- 
ed Palestinian militants and 
prevent attacks against 420 


Jewish settlers in the town. 

Chief Palestinian negotia- 
tor Saeb Erakat earlier said 
that the latest round of 
negotiations on Saturday 
failed to make progress, 
blaming Israel of holding up 
the talks with its demand for 
“hot pursuit” Mr. Mubarak 
stressed that the PNA 
should be allowed to look 
after security, stressing 
“stability is in its interest” 

“We want a real peace in 
which the Palestinians 


would recover their rights 
and deal with security on 
their territories. Otherwise 
it will be a return to terror- 
ism and neither Israelis nor 
Palestinians will be able to 
stop it,” he said. 

The last round of talks on 
Thursday, attended by U.S. 
ambassador to Israel Martin 
Indyk, failed to bring the 
sides closer together on the 
issue. 

“If Israel does not give up 
asking for the right to reen- 
ter Palestinian areas after 
handing them over to us, 
then we will not have an 
agreement,” said one senior 
Palestinian security official. 
“Their demand is a violation 
of our jurisdiction and pow- 
ers on our territories.” 

Mr. Erekat said he met 
Saturday night in Jericho 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
legal adviser, Yitzhak 
Molkho, but “there was no 
progress in the talks.” 

Speaking to Palestine 
Radio, Mr. Erakat accused 
Israel of holding up the 
talks with its demand for 
“hot pursuit” in Hebron, 
adding: “The Israelis sim- 
ply do not realise that an 
agreement must be reached 
quickly.*’. 


Taleban demands 
U.N. recognition 


WFP says disaster 
looming for Iraqis 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
Taleban religious move- 
ment Sunday called on the 
United Nations to recog- 
nise them as the legitimate 
ruler of Afghanistan and to 
transfer the U.N. seat from 
the ousted regime, a 
spokesman here said. 

“A real Islamic govern- 
ment has been established 
in Afghanistan which 
enjoys all the conditions a 
government must,” acting 
Taleban Minister of Infor- 
mation and Culture Mullah 
Amir Khan Murtaqi told 
reporters. 

He called on the U.N. to 
give Afghanistan's seat to a 
Taleban representative and 
to discontinue recognition 
of the government of oust- 
ed President Burhanuddin 
Rabanni. 

“It’s a moral offence if 
they permit the escaped 
militia to have the 
Afghanistan seat at the 
U.N." be charged. 

The Taleban, who cap- 
tured Kabul on Sept. 27 
and now control some 75 
per cent of Afghanistan, 
have not yet received offi- 
cial recognition from 
either the U.N., or any 
other country. 

The U.N. seat is still 
being held by a representa- 
tive of Mr. Rabbani, the 
former Deputy Foreign 
Minister Abdul Rahim 
Ghafooizai. 

However Mr. Muttaqi 
expressed confidence that 


the U.N. would sooner or 
later have to accept that the 
Taleban were the legitimate 
rulers of Afghanistan. 

*We believe that the U.N. 
and the member countries 
will eventually realise foe 
reality and recognise our 
government and will not 
assist our enemies.” he 
added. 

By enemies Mr. Muttaqi 
was referring to Mr. Rab- 
bani *s ousted troops led by 
one-time Afghan Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood, who have been 
joined by the Uzbek war- 
lord, ex-communist Gener- 
al Abdul Rashid Dostum. 

On foe U.N. Security 
Council talks to be held 
Monday regarding foe situ- 
ation in Afghanistan, Mr. 
Muttaqi said the Taleban 
were ready to accept a 
negotiated peace as long as 
negotiations with con- 
cerned parties followed foe 
principles of Islam. ■ 

“There is no problem on 
our part concerning negoti- 
ations,” declared Mr. Mut- 
taqi. 

However Mr. Muttaqi 
stated that any negotiated 
deal, via the U.N. or any 
other party, must be in 
accordance with accepted 
Islamic principles. “Once 
again let me reiterate that 
we are ready for negotia- 
tions wifo anybody who 
wants to solve foe issue 
through dialogue,” Mr. 
Munaqi told journalists. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Warn- 
ing of an imminent food 
disaster for foe pooresi 
Iraqis, a U.N. official said 
on Sunday the condition of 
some children in hospitals 
in the sanctions-hit country 
was comparable to those he 
had seen in Somalia. 

The U.N.’s World Food 
Programme (WFP) said its 
food supplies in Iraq had 
run out since October and 
that it had not received any 
confirmed pledges for new 
shipments. 

Holdbrook Arthur, WFP’s 
director in Iraq, said more 
than one million Iraqis 
were almosr totally depen- 
dent on the U.N. food dis- 
tribution system and he 
feared few their well-being. 

“If we are not able to sup- 
port this most vulnerable 
gFOUp...It would be a major 
disaster...It is pretty immi- 
nent,” Mr. Arthur told 
Reuters. 

“I have seen children in 
hospitals in Basra, Nas- 
siriya and Amara (three 
southern Iraqi provinces) 
whose conditions are com- 
parable to children I had 
seen...in Somalia,” he said. 

Before taking up his post 
in Iraq in August, Mr. 
Arthur was WFP’s country 
director im Somalia. Rwan- 
da, Burundi and Tanzania. 

Iraq is under stringent 
U.N. trade sanctions 
i mposed after its troops 
invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

Humanitarian supplies 


are exempted from the 
sanctions, but the embargo 
on Iraq’s oil exports means 
it has little cash to pay for 
them. 

Mr. Arthur said the WFP 
launched an appeal on SepL 
28 for about $19 million to 
help the most vulnerable 
Iraqis — malnourished 
children under five, poor 
families, old women — 
and orphanages and hospi- 
tals. 

He said it had gathered 
$7.3 million for northern 
Iraq, but the food problem 
was foe most acute in 
south-cemraJ Iraq, where 
only $500,000 had so far 
been donated — by the 
Netherlands. 

The food rationing sys- 
tem covers 1.4 million peo- 
ple in south-central Iraq 
and 600,000 in the north, 
Mr. Arthur said. 

“The problem we are fac- 
ing is that we are not get- 
ting support for foe people 
located in south-central 
Iraq,” he said. 

Iraq and the United 
Nations signed a memoran- 
dum of understanding in 
May allowing Baghdad to 
sell $2 billion worth of oil 
in six months to raise 
money to buy food and 
medicine. 

The pact was about to be 
implemented in September 
but was halted after Bagh- 
dad sent troops to northern 
Iraq to help one Kurdish 
faction fight a rival group. 


will be clear in that 
regard.” 

Officials and parlia- 
mentarians interviewed 
by foe Jordan Times 
explained that there was 
nothing in the Constitu- 
tion to stop the introduc- 
tion of the “Norwegian 
law” — that it is totally 
within the King’s powers 
to introduce it and that 
the time for the change is 
not now, but rather the 
best timing would be 
close to the elections next 
year. 

Whether it will be this 
government or this prime 


minister who will make 
the “Norwegian law” 
effective, a reshuffle in 
Abdul Karim Kabariti ? s 
government or a new 
government that does 
not include deputies is 
expected to take place 
soon. The 22 ministers 
who are also deputies in 
the current government 
have, for the most part, 
expressed their wishes to 
re-run for parliamentary 
elections next year and 
are therefore expected to 
resign from the Cabinet. 

Since foe introduction 
of democracy to foe 




INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY: Samira Watad, 28, 
an Israeli Arab woman from Baqaa Ai Gharabiya, 
wears a hairpiece representing the Dome of the Rode, 
one of Islam's holiest shrines located in Jerusalem, as 
she walks down the runway on Sunday wearing a tra- 
ditional Palestinian dress during a beauty contest held 
on the occasion of the Palestinian Independence Day. 
The Palestinian beauty contest was organised in order 
to select a Palestinian woman who would be crowned 
* Miss Palestine" and represent the Palestinians in 
international beauty pageants (Reuters photo) 


Israeli denies spying; 
Egyptian said to confess 


CAIRO (Agencies) — An 
Israeli Arab accused of spy- 
ing for his homeland insist- 
ed on his innocence this 
weekend, while the Egypt- 
ian he allegedly was deal- 
ing with acknowledged 
guilt, state prosecutors said 
Sunday. 

The statements were 
made on Saturday when the 
two were brought Together 
by investigators, said the 
prosecutors, who briefed 
reporters on condition they 
not be named. 

Neither man was repre- 
sented by an attorney, they 
said. 

The Israeli consul in 
Egypt Joshu Gabbay, vis- 
ited Azzam, an Israeli 
embassy spokesman told 
AFP. 

Lior Ben Dor said Mr. 
Gabbay, who had been on 
vacation in Israel, went to 
Tora prison south of Cairo 
to check on Azzam’s health 
and see that he is treated 
well during his detention. 

Azzam, a Druze 
employed in Cairo by an 
Israeli textile company, 
was arrested Nov. 6. Egypt- 
ian Emad Ismail, arrested 
four days earlier, was 
accused of being paid to spy 
for Israel in the same affair. 

Egypt’s ambassador to 
Israel. Mohammad 

Bassiouni, said Cairo offi- 


cially informed Israeli 
authorities of the matter 
Thursday. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak was cited by the 
government press Saturday 
as saying that the affair has 
been turned over to the 
judicial authorities. 

“We don't intervene in 
judicial affairs." he said. 

Mr. Mubarak told Israeli 
Television Thursday that 
the affair could be settled 
by discreet contacts wifo 
Israel. 

“If we could choose, we 
would create some distance 
from the television cam- 
eras. The Israelis have 
arrested Egyptians (sus- 
pected of spying) in the 
past, and we haven’t 
shrieked at foe top of our 
lungs,” he said. 

Azzam was questioned 
for six hours Saturday 
along with foe Egyptian 
suspect, prosecutors said. 

Ismail claims Azzam 
recruited him as a spy and 
taught him how to send his 
reports to Israel. Egyptian 
newspapers said the proce- 
dure involved “invisible 
ink.” 

Investigators were prepar- 
ing a charge sheet and an 
indictment was expected in 
foe next few days. A trial 
date would be set after that. 


Kingdom in 1989. con- 
troversy over the issue 
Sparked with some politi- 
cians calling for effec- 
tive separation between 
foe executive and legisla- 
tive authorities through 
the introduction of the 
“Norwegian law.” 
Debate become especial- 
ly heated this year when 
two thirds of the Cabinet 
members were selected 
from Parliament. 

Except for Abdul Salam 
Majali's government, all 
former cabinets since 
1989 included deputies. 

King 

receives 

Saudi 

greetings, 

phones 

Sheikh 

Zayed 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday received a cable 
from Saudi King Fahd 
Ben Abdul Aziz congratu- 
lating him on his birthday. 
King Fahd wished King 
Hussein continued good 
health and the Jordanian 
people further progress 
and prosperity. King Hus- 
sein also recieved cables 
of congratulations from 
Bahraini Prime Minister 
Sheikh Khali fah Ben 
Salman Al Kbalifah and 
United Nations Secretary 
General. Boutros Ghali. 

King phones 

UAE leader 

King Hussein on Sun- 
day phoned Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan Al Nahayan, 
president of foe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
and congratulated him ou 
his speedy recovery and 
on his safe return to his 
homeland. 

The King and Sheikh 
Zayed discussed “bilater- 
al relations and recent 
developments on foe 
regional and international 
scene” in the telephone 
conversation, the Jordan 
News agency, Petra said. 

The 79-year-old UAE 
president returned home 
recently after a neck 
operation at the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, Min- 
nesota. in the United 
States and two months 
convalescing. 

Her Royal Highness 
Princess Aha Bent Al hus- 
sein, who is on a visit to 
foe UAE, on Sunday vis- 
ited Sheikh Zayed and 
congratulated him on his 
recovery. She also con- 
veyed King Hussein’s 
greetings to Sheikh Zayed 
and his wishes for a 
speedy recovery. 

Sheikh Zayed expressed 
his gratitude and appreci- 
ation for His Majesty and 
his continuous concern 
for his health. 

King cables 
Sultan Qaboos 

King Hussein on Sun- 
day sent a cable to Sultan 
Qaboos Ben Sa’id of 
Oman congratulating him 
on the Sultanate's 26th 
national day. 

The King wished Sultan 
Qaboos good health and 
the Omani people a pros- 
perous life. 
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Leprosy and tuberculosis victims wait in line for winter supplies distributed by the United Nations at a war-destroyed building 
in the west of Kabul on Sunday. As the bitterly cold winter approaches, with temperature falling to 20 degrees Celsius below 
freezing, relief agencies throughout the country are stepping up their drive to supply cold weather essentials to Afghan's needy 
(Reuters photo) 


Kabul facing food crisis — ICRC 


KABUL (AFP) — Foreign 
aid agencies said Sunday 
they were concerned 
whether their relief pro- 
grammes would be able to 
feed Kabul's burgeoning 
population of poor and 
needy during the coming 
winter. 

"Food is still the main 
problem in Kabul." com- 
mented Joerg Stoecklin, 
press officer of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC). 

"The idea is not to pro- 
vide total needs, just a sup- 
plement. But the big ques- 
tion remains — is this 
enough?” Mr. Stoecklin 
said. 

. He saidthe Red Cross and 
other relief .agencies had a 
two-monthly distribution 
system which provided a 
ration equivalent to half the 
estimated food requirement 
for an average family of 
seven. 

The Red Cross 
spokesman stated that the 
war-weary population of 
Kabul — estimated at 
800.000 to 1.2 million — 
not facinc imminent 


was 


famine, but a grave crisis 
due to the high price of 
food. 

According to Red Cross 
and other agency statistics, 
at least 25 per cent of 
Kabul's population current- 
ly receive supplementary 
food rations; another 
28.000-odd beneficiaries 
receive subsidised bread 
from special bakeries. 

"The problem is not the 
lack of rood, but the prohib- 
itive cost.'* Mr. Stoecklin 
explained. 

Since the Taliban militia 
captured Kabul Sept. 27. 
the military blockade was 
lifted and the bazaars 
became well-stocked with 
food . items of every 
description, but even basic 
items are still too expensive 
for the average family. 

To give just an impression 
of the magnitude of the 
coming winter problem. 
Mr. Stoecklin selected 
examples of costs for what 
the Red Cross considers to 
be the three main essential 
requirements — wheat- 
flour. cooking oil and coal. 

Assuming a family actu- 


ally bought the equivalent 
of the "half-ration" that the 
Red Cross supplied for free, 
Mr. Stoecklin said they 
would be bankrupted. 

"If they tried to buy just 
these three things the cost 
would amount to roughly a 
bit more than two monthly 
salaries." Mr. Stoecklin 
stated. 

An “average salary’" is 


what aid agencies consider 


a civil servant is paid — if 
he is paid — which is 
about 120.000 afghani 
(S6)per month, Mr. Stoeck- 
lin noted. For example the 
Red Cross issues 10 kilo- 
grammes of cooking oil as- 
a half-radon every two 
months. 

... To make. up the estimated 
full, monthly ration a family 
must then buy aother five 
kilogrammes of cooking 
oil. which costs at present 
about 100.000 afghani. 

Similiarly 50 kilo- 
grammes of wheatflour is 
donited as a two-monthlv 
“half-ration", which means 
25 kilogrammes a month 
must be purchased at the 
cost .of another 100.000 


afghani. 

Coal is proportionately 
much less expensive, but 
added to the price of cook- 
ing oil and w-heatflour the 
total cost was way beyond 
the means of the poorest 
families in Kabul. 

“And here we are speak- 
ing only of essential nee- 
ds." stressed Mr. Stoecklin. 

Included in the normal 
yearly Red Cross food-aid 
package are also rice, sugar, 
beans, and as a special win- 
ter supplement candles, 
plastic and soap are added. 

The list of needs goes on. 
and this does not lake into 
account emergency needs 
like medicine, which local 
doctors prescribe in copi- 
ous amounts .for even the 
•most minor tiilmentei •• 

It would currently cost a 
family of seven 315.000 
afghani a month just to feed 
each person with one loaf 
of afghan bread, three times 
a day. 

“Faced with these hard- 
ships. war is something 
Afghans can well do with- 
out.” mused one expatriate 
aid-worker. 


Iraq blames merchants for rising food prices 


BAGHDAD (AFPi — 
The government on Sun- 
day accused merchants of 
adding to the woes of sanc- 
tions-hit Iraqis by raising 
food prices, while the mer- 
chants blamed the increas- 
es on the long-delayed oil- 
ier- food deal. 

“Some merchants are 
playing a destructive rule 
by raising prices instead of 
helping to ease tile effects 
of the embargo." the offi- 
cial A I Qadissiyah news- 


paper said. 

“These fluctuations are 
making chaos and uncer- 
tainty dominate the mar- 
ket. where the fear of an 
increase in the dollar has 
provoked an increase in 
the price of goods.” it said. 

The Iraqi dinar surged 
meanwhile against the dol- 
lar. with SI trading for 
I.50D dinars compared to 
1.700 dinars earlier in the 
day. said dealers who 
blamed the surge on specu- 


lators seeking to make- 
quick money. 

The prices of basic foods 
like sugar, rice and egg* 
climbed higher, with a 
kilogramme of sugar 
fetching 750 dinars, com- 
pared to 650 dinars last 
week. Merchants said the 
price rises was caused by 
the delax in the oil-for- 
food deal which was 
signed in May but has not 
been implemented. 

Under the deal. Iraq can 


sell $2 million of oil over 
six months in order to raise 
money to buy food and 
medicine as well as defray 
U.N. costs and contribute 
to a war reparations fund 
stemming from the 1900 
invasion of Kuwait. 

U.N. officials must still 
set up a system to monitor 
the oil sales and dislrihu- 
tion of supplies. 

Oil and trade sanctions 
were imposed after the 
invasion. 


Christian jailed for 
marrying Muslim 
converts to Islam 


DUBAI (API — A 
Lebanese Christian jailed in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) for marrying a Mus- 
lim woman has converted to 
Islam to escape harsher pun- 
ishment. his friend and a 
prison official said Sunday. 

Elie Dib Ghalib “went to 
the courthouse and convert- 
ed months ago,*' said Cap- 
tain Mohammad Ali 
Suhairi. head of the central 
prison in the eastern oasis 
city of A1 ‘Ain, where Mr. 
Ghalib has been held for 
nearly a year. 

Mr. Ghalib, a hotel man- 
ager. was arrested in 
December after the parents 
of his wife, Mona Junaidi. 
alerted authorities that their 
daughter had married a non- 
Muslim. 

Under Islamic law, in 
force in the UAE, a Muslim 
woman is not allowed to 
many a non-Muslim unless 
he converts to Islam. If he 
does not convert, the mar- 
riage is considered void 
under Islamic law, and the 
parties con be imprisoned 
and flogged for adultery. 

Apparently Mr. Ghalib 
had converted before he was 
sentenced by a religious 
court in Ai ‘Ain last month 
to a year in prison and 39 
lashes. The court ruled that 
the couple's marriage last 
year — before he converted 
— was invalid and that their 
relationship was immoral. 

Attorney General Ahmad 
Abdullah At Mullah said 
that the lashes had not been 
administered and the verdict 
was still open to appeal. 

The human rights group 
Amnesty International has 
called Mr. Ghalib a prisoner 
of conscience and appealed 
to authorities in the UAE 
for his release. 

Mr. Ghalib conx-erted to 


Islam because he “had been 
advised that it was the best 
move to make." said a 
friend who visited Mr. Ghal- 
ib regularly in prison. The 
friend spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

It was unclear what will 
happen to Mr. Ghalib next. 
Mr. Mullah. Lhc attorney 
general, has said he could be 
• freed next month if his one- 
year sentence is calculated 
on the basis of his arrest in 
December. 

Sou ad Hakecmy. a sister 
of Ms. Junaidi. said from her 
home in Cairo, Egypt, that 
she feared the UAE authori- 
ties would not be sympathet- 
ic to Mr. Ghalib. 

“From the beginning when 
he was put in prison, he told 
them he was willing to con- 
vert to Islam," she said. 
“But they did not want to 
hear about it. The authorities 
there ore against him." 

Mr. Ghalib and Ms. Junai- 
di. 25. were married in 
Lebanon in June 1995. 
Inter-faith marriages arc not 
allowed in Lebanon, so it is 
unclear whether Ms. Junaidi 
had converted to Christiani- 
ty for the marriage to be 
possible. Under Islamic law. 
a Muslim who leaves the 
faith faces the death sen- 
tence. 

After the marriage. Mr. 
Ghalib went buck to his 
work in the UAE. while Ms. 
Junaidi returned to her stud- 
ies in the United Stales. Ms. 
Hakeemy said Ms. Junaidi 
was studying computers and 
business in Florence. South 
Carolina. 

Ibrahim Al Ecdami. a 
judge in Al ‘Ain, said that 
Mr. Ghalib would have to 
remarry Ms. Junaidi. a UAE 
national, for the two to be 
considered husband and 
wife. 


Mideast politics surfaces 
as ‘fnaia hosts Miss WcMd- 


BANGALORE (R) — The 
troubled Miss World beauty 
contest in India has brought 
Miss Israel and Miss 
Lebanon together, but not in 
the same picture, the Israeli 
contestant told Reuters in' 
Bangalore on Sunday. 

The two women are the 
only contestants from the 
Middle East among S8 from 
all over the world gathered 
in this southern Indian city, 
where Miss World will be 
crowned on Nov. 23. 

“She (Miss Lebanon) 
docs not want to he pho- 
tographed with me because 
it would lead to problems' 
for her hack in Lebanon.” 
said Israel's Miss World 
contestant Talia Lcvcnlhal. 

“I have no problems 
being seen with her, but she 
has a problem." Ms. Lcvcn- 
thal said, adding that the 
two of them might have 
spoken more, hut for the 
language harrier. 


Miss Lebanon. Nisrine 
Nasr, was unavailable for 
comment. 

The pageant has been 
dogged by controversy 
since organisers announced 
it would be staged in India 
and members of a militant 
Indian womens’ group have 
threatened to wreck the 
show's finale on November 
23 by staging suicide 
protests. 

A 25-year-old man killed 
himself by self-immolation 
on Thursday in Madurai, 
sonic 432 kilometres away 
from Bangalore in a protest 
against the show. 

Ms. Lcventhal. a 1 .8 
metre professional model, 
says she will join the Israeli 
army, but not liccau.se she 
has to. 

"Wc have a choice, but I 
would like to go through ihe 
training just like any other 
woman in Israel." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Moroccan union says police attacked members 

RABAT (AFP) — Regional representatives of a Moroccan 
union said they were violently attacked by police as they 
tried to enter union offices where a sit-in against unemploy- 
ment was being held, a statement received by AFP Sunday 
said. The Moroccan Labour Union said that a police officer 
known as a fierce opponent of the unions personally directed 
"serious assaults" on three of its leaders Saturday, the state- 
ment said. The union has lodged a legal complaint, and has 
called for an official enquiry into the police officer’s behav- 
j OU r. It lias called on the government to respect “union free- 
doms and the right to strike." Some 1.200 unemployed from 
all over the country, xvho are seeking their first job. have 
been staging a sit-in since Oct. 24 at the union's regional 
headquarters in the capital Rabat. They have appealed to the 
government to find them employment. The union's head- 
quarters are under close police guard, preventing the strikers 
coming and going. 

Turkish-Kurdish fighting claims 11 lives 

BINGOL(AP) — Troops killed eight Kurdish rebels in 
a clash near this southeastern city, the Anatolia news 
acency said Sunday. Three soldiers were also killed in the 
clash which occurred on Saturday, it said. More than 
21,000 people have died in the conflict since the guerril- 
las began fighting for autonomy in the region in 1984. 

S. African officials hold talks in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R) — A South African foreign ministry delc- 
cation is holding talks with Iraqi officials in Baghdad, dipleg 
niats said on Sunday. Malcolm Ferguson, head of the Middle 
East office al the" South .African Foreign Ministry, told 
Reuters his team's visit is the first by South African officials 
to Iraq. He declined to give details on the aim of the talks but 
Iraqi government newspapers reported they were focusing nn 
the establishment of diplomatic ties between the two coun- 
tries. 

Antique chest seized in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — An antique chest covered with semi- 
precious stones and gold housing a miniature model cathe- 
dra] has been seized from traffickers who tried to sell it 
Egyptian Culture Minister Farouk Hosni said Sunday. Three 
Egyptians on Saturday tried to sell the box and its Coptic era 
contents from 580 AD to a dealer north of Cairo for one mil- 
lion Egyptian pounds (S340.000). said General Mohammad 
Al Mcnshawi. the police official who handles antiquities. 
The box was encrusted with mother of pearl and gold and the 
top bore rxvo crosses, one in gold and the 'other in silver. Gen. 
Menshawi said. It contained another box covered with x’elvet 
which held the miniature cathedral made of ebony and deco- 
rated with amber and a golden cross. The cathedral's sides 
bore Coptic inscriptions. Six icons showing the annunciation 
and the birth of Christ were found inside the box. Gen. Men- 
shawi said. The Copts, or egyptian Orthodox Christians, are 
one of the world's oldest Christian communities. 

Palestinian accused of embezzlement is slain 
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BEIRU ( AFPi — A Palestinian accused of fraud and embez- 
zlement of funds from the Lebanese Finance Ministry was 
killed Sunday during a shootout with security agents who 
came to arrest him. officials said. Farid Hanna Mussalli, one 
of six people charged in the case, fired on the agents who 
came to his home at Ashqout in the Kcsrouan Mountains 
florth-vf-Bewut di dawn? jhe officials safcb The agents fired 
BfckJcilliKgJhirtL Xtifcy. ^cL*Nlr2Musalli k ttAs'iccused of fal- 
sifying tax stamps and of involvement in other fraudulent 
schemes. Finance Minister Fouad Saniora said Friday that 
nearly $2.5 million was embezzled from his ministry and that 
rax stamps had been faked, xvithout specifying their value. 
Four other people have been arrested in connection Egypt 
forces plane to land between Zaire and Israel 

Egypt forces plane to land between Zaire and Israel 

CAIRO (R) — A Russian Ilyushin-76 plane on hire to the 
government of Zaire entered Egyptian airspace without per- 
mission on Sunday and the Egyptian authorities forced it to 
land at Cairo airport, airport sources said. The plane, which 
is fitted to carry passengers, was en route from Zaire to Ben 
Gurion Airport in Israel with a crexv of 10 and no passengers 
ahourd. they said. The plane was expected to resume its jour- 


•ar Afff Batainen and 
■*ofihel-.S Agency 
Manorial Develop- 
,,I;SAID) Lewis 

* Sunday if 

^a) and child heaJih 
^,a Madaba. 30 kilo- 
■; auift of Amman. 
'■jK to a LbAlD 

■,\|alaba centre is one 

a currently being 

^ to become a 
-4 centre' under the 
- insurance compo- 
site S’ million Fam- 
jrlyfc Services Project. 
; ; mik a ill provide 
raw aid in the joint 
i.T? or increasing 
•.■a family planning 


medic 
The 
gurate 
Salt a 
to 

verv x 
The 
encou 
of the 
to the 
Jordan 
said. 

The 
first a 
ing a 
strate* 
Add 
don 
Dr. B 
differt 
offerei 
double 


ILO inti 
vocation* 


•W (Petra) — The Interna 
^Organisation (FLO) has decla? 
pi ip assist the Kingdom in the i 
of programme* designed t< 
1 industrial and vocational tra 
-Mai Training Corporation ( 
® General Ali Nastallah anno 


-tquenr ic* an international labou 
aw Geneva. Mr. Nasrailah state 
& helping numerous Third 1 
..**!'* similar programmes ■ 
c toniliarisins 


„ iv . '& >oung trainees 

ncy after paying a fine for breaking civil aviation reeulauons. i. , training and establishm® 

thc - v :ldd '-- d - ' V ■!";* "Mine' centres while pron 

;-Qis ones. 


Kuwait ministries' complex evacuated 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti authorities evacuated a busy gov- 
ernment complex in a hoax bomb scare, the second in a 
week, newspapers reported on Sunday. The dailies said the 
ministries’ complex in central Kuwait City was evacuated on 
Saturday after receiving three telephone warnings of a bomb. 
Earlier in the week the Sultan Centre Supermarket, used by 
many Western residents, was evacuated in a similar scare. No 
bombs were found in either ease, security sources said. In 
late October ihe U.S. embassy warned American citizens to 
exercise particular caution in light of reported threats against 
U.S. interests in Kuwait.. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 


Tel. 773111-19 

i 

! PROGRAMME TWO 


14:05 Muppcl Show 

14:3» . .Comedy — Dad’s Army 
1 15:00 .Varieties — L’lnicgrale 
15:30 Doc. — Travel- 

ling Gourment 

16:00 Nature's Inventions 

16:30 Comedv — Hev Dad 

17:00 ....News Rash 

17:01 Destiny Ridge 

18:00 Magazine — Cassiopee 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 ...Magazine — Cinq SurCinq 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Rosannc 

20:00 Documentary — Disas- 
ter Chronicle 

20:30 Cinema. Cinema 

21:10 The Lazarus Man 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Children of the bust 

23:15 Bodies of Evidence 


SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

Dc la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622?66 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

5L Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 524328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654032. 

Church of Nazarme Tel. 
675601. 

The Evangelical lxical Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 
English-speaking 
Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


01:20 Amsterdam. Damascus 
iKL) 


Aqaba 17/24 

Deserts 13/21 

Jordan Valiev 18/27 


Yesterday’s high icmpcraiures: 
.Amman 19. Aqaba 24 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 72 per 
cent. Aqaba 75 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


PRAYER TLMES 


! 04:41 Fair 

! 06:02 (Sunrise) Duha 

| 11:20 Dhuhr 

! 18:00 f’lsha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary’ of Nazareth Church 
Sweifiek Tel. SI 0740 
.Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Unstable weather conditions 
will continue to prevail. Skies 
w ill be cloudy to partly cloudy 
with a chance for scattered 

.showers and winds southeast- 
erly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
active and seas choppy. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Ai Tuxluq .... 
Dr. Nasser Ibrahim .... 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 

Dc. IVafiq Qaddurni 

Ferdows pharmacy .. 
A! Asema pharmacy., 
Nairoukh pharmacy 
Al Salam pharmacy.. 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Nsuib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dc Ahmad Qcinu 


...757255 

..830432 
..S.'2o42 
- . 59554 : 

..778336 
, 637055 
.623672 
, 636730 
...644945 
.6.37660 


.847632 


Civil Defence Immediate Rc r euc 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue l l C 621 1 l’l. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617ID1 

Blivd Bank 775121 

Highway Police B43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hnte! Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

\Xiu iS: Sewage Cm^tirts ~W7467 
Amman Mumopalilv Complaints 

7871 1 1 

Telephone information (directory 

aytisiancei 121 

Oversea.- Calls 010230 

Centre] Amman Telephone 

Rcpdris 62310! 

Abdul i Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

R.idici Jordan 77411 1 

Wjict Authority 680100 

J. Elecnioiiy Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdoli 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhujrccn ....777101/3 

A! -Bashir. .775111/26 

Army. Murka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Antal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre fra - Heart and 
Special Surgery -...565199 


lion department at lhc Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5. where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on oilier flights 
arc supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 


Royal Wings (K\V) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba tRXVi 

20:50 Aqaba (RW i 


QAIA 

HIJAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

ttep Aimttn — WO am. cwsy iXSmii} 

An. Damaror. ftfflpm ci.cn JVfcafr 1 

[>.p rfcmtMAr, —7.50 am evuy Suldn 
•Xir. Amman 5JXipm every Sunday 
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DEPARTURES 


zing A 


ARRIVALS 


ZARQA: 

Ziirqa 


Govt. 


Zarqa National 


Hospital 
.(09)983323 
Hospital 
.(09)900560 

Ibn Situ Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
,.(09)990990 


Al Quds pharmacy.... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Waiid Nabhan 

Khali feh pharmacy .. 


-JS I4M 
< — ) 


HOSPITAL 


IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma 

Greek 

Catholic 

Ibn AI 

Nafccs 

AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 

Haya 


Hospital 

(02)275555 


(02)272275 


Royal 
07:15 
08:35. 
08:55 
09:45 
09:50 
10:05. 
16:20 
16:25 
16:45 
18:45 
21:15 
t RJ i 
22:20 
03:40 
(RJ) 


Jordanian (RJ) FlighLs 

Sanaa (RJ) 

; Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus IRJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

..Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

London (RJX 

New York. Antsicnlam(RJ) 

Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

Bangkok. Kuala Lumpur 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:20 — ............. — Beirut ( RJ ) 

09^0 Casablanca |RJ) 

11:00 — Amstodam. Chicago (RJ> 

12:15 Cairo i RJ) 

12:15 fxmdon t RJ » 

12:30 Frankfun (RJ) 

16:30 Tel Aviv i add i r RJ > 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:0(1 Bangkok laddMRJi 

21:00 Abu DhahitRji 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa iRJ) 

23:00 Damascus tRjj 

05:45 Murka. AqaKi ( R J » 


MARKET PRICES 

L'pper/hwer price in fits per kg. 


J 


Casablanca (RJ) 

Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur 


Other Flights 


(02)247100 


Other Flights 


..595743 
g 8.S4 1 7 


EMERGENCIES 


Min./Max. temp. 
Amman 


.12/19 


Food Control Centre 637 1 1 J 

Chi! Defence Dcpffimcni 6M 1 1 1 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Malkul CcrtJC — 81381302 

Kholidt Mirtemily 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity 642441/2 

Jubal /\mman Maternity ..4)42362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) infonpa- 


#5:00 Khartoum (SD) 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

11:30 Doha (Q7i 

12:40.. Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

21:00 ....Paris, Damascus ( AF» 

21:40 TdAvivfLY) 

22:45 Athens. Beirut (OA ) 

00:30 Umtlnn ( BA) 


06:30 Khartoum (SD) 

07:35 Beirut. London i BAj 

07:45 Beirut tME) 

10:20 Cairo t MS) 

13:00 Beirut. Doha (Q7» 

13:30 Bahrain (GF) 

15:50 Vienna (OSt 

22:50 Tel Aviv < LY > 

23:55 ....Damascus. Pans t AF» 

02:30 Amsterdam < KL) 

03:00 Beirut. Athens (OA) 

07:35 Damascus. LundnmBA) 
Rnya! Wings (RW) Flights 
09d?0 Mnrka Airport (from 


Apple 700/5M 

Banana 550/550 

Banana t imported) ..820/650 

Cabbage 80/40 1 

Carrni 300/200' 

Cauliflower. 340/180 

Cucumber (large) I5U/100- 

Cucumber (small) 260/180- 

Eggplant 130 /SO 

Garlic .700/500 

Grapes .-..430/^50 

Guava .300/300 

lArnmn >._..370/1SO| 

Marrow ( large) 150/100 

Marrow (small) 250/180 
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Queen opens Christmas 
and Ramadan exhibition 


att acke,j 

* ese niaiiv>, ^ 

as,l -’n riJS.'. 

10n sa id that ‘ AF I J '- 

' e unions 

d^ie!^ AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen 

o rhp ^ ,- CO|T| P!ai B r Now Sunday opened the annual fall exhibi- 
menr , ICe 0°° of Jordan ^ Designs (JRD), organ- 
)mp , ^ res Pe<.i ■v’"- feed by Jordan River for Development Pro- 
*’ “O’ j tea (JRDP) at the JRD Showroom in Jabal 
§ lh eir - Amman. a Royal Court statement said, 
at the u n The exhibition, entitled “A New Festive 
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JRD, which was established by the Save 
tbe Children Fund in cooperation with the 
Noor A1 Hussein Foundation in 19S7, has 
been transferred to the Jordan River for 


Development Projects (JRDP), a non-profit 
organisation under the presidency of HRH 
Princess Rania Abdullah, whose objectives 
are to “improve the financial, cultural, 
health, social, educational, technical skills 
and well-being of tbe community at large." 

JRD P’s projects also include prevention 
of child abuse and youth employment, tbe 
statement said. 

Since its inception, JRD has aided more 
than 1,604 women who have received 
roughly $596,165 in wages, thereby 
enabling them to contribute to 36 per cent 
of their household income. 

JRD, which began as an income-generat- 
ing project for women in East Amman, 
plans to expand to other communities in 
Jordan. 

The Queen was received by JRDP Presi- 
dent HRH Princess Rania Abdullah, JRD 
Project Manager Hana Mitri Sbahin, mem- 
bers of the JRDP Board and beneficiaries of 
the project. 


Minister inaugurates health 
centre in Madaba 


MADABA (J.T.) — Health 
Minister Aref Bataineh and 
Director of the U.S. Agency 
for International Develop- 
ment (USAID) Lewis 
Ld cite Sunday inaugurated 
a maternal and child health 
centre in Madaba, 30 kilo- 
metres south of Amman, 
according to a USAID 
statement. 

The Madaba centre is one 
of ten currently being 
upgraded to become a 
‘model centre' -under tbe 
quality assurance compo- 
nent of the $7 million Fam- 
ily Health Services Project. 

The centre will provide 
services to aid in the joint 
objective of increasing 
modern family planning 


methods. 

The first centre was inau- 
gurated three years ago in 
Salt and is now, according 
to USAID, functioning 
very well. 

The Salt experience 
encouraged the expansion 
of tbe model centre concept 
to the 12 govemorates of 
Jordan, the organisation 
said. 

The Madaba centre is the 
first centre to start function- 
ing under this expansion 
strategy, it added. 

Addressing an inaugura- 
tion ceremony audience. 
Dr. Bataineh outlined the 
different services to be 
offered at the centre such as 
double immunisations and 


family planning advice. 

He stated that the centre 
will be attended to by a 
gynaecologist, a maternity 
speciaUst and a paediatri- 
cian assisted by a staff of 
qualified nurses, adding 
that the centre was the fruit 
of health cooperation 
between USAID and Jor- 
dan. 

Mr. Lucke also addressed 
the meeting, expressing his 
optimism that the centre 
will help improve the 
health of local women and 
children and contribute to 
Ministry of Health family 
planning programmes. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) has declared its 
intention, to assist the Kingdom in the imple- 
mentation of programmes designed to pro- 
mote industrial and vocational training. 
Vocation a] Training Corporation (VTC) 
Director General Ali Nasrallah announced 
Sunday. 

Subsequent to an international labour con- 
ference in Geneva, Mr. Nasrallah stated that 
the ILO is helping numerous Third World 
countries realise similar programmes which 
include familiarising young trainees with 
vocational training and establishing new 
vocational training centres while promoting 
the existing ones. 

The VTC will soon introduce these pro- 
grammes which target secondary schools, 
community colleges and individuals wish- 
ing to start their own industrial or handicraft 
projects, he said . 

The ILO, jointly with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), is cur- 
rently implementing an industrial guidance 
project in Jordan aimed at helping smaller 
size businesses develop, Mr. Nasrallah stat- 
ed. 

In Jordan, small-size industries account 
far 89 per cent of the total industrial organi- 
sations and employ nearly 60 per cent of the 
national workforce, the director general 


noted. 

The week-long Geneva conference includ- 
ed nearly 50 countries and covered issues 
related to vocational training, tbe role of 
industrial installations in creating new jobs 
and training manpower, the investment cli- 
mate necessary to attract investors to indus- 
trial projects, human resource development, 
procuring help from major corporations to 
assist the smaller scale projects and acquisi- 
tion of expertise from advanced nations, he 
said. 

Auxiliary to the conference. Mr. Nasrallah 
held talks with ILO officials to secure 
increased support for VTC projects with an 
emphasis on those designed to modernise 
and upgrade training programmes. 

He stated that ILO officials have request- 
ed that the VTC send the ILO headquarters 
a report outlining its priorities to be studied 
previous to any provision of aid. 

The VTC director general also met with 
Swiss officials who have been supervising 
enhancement of the VTC centre’s labours 
and he confirmed that both sides agreed to 
send teams of Swiss experts to the Kingdom 
to help Jordanians install and operate 
machinery used for training procedures. 

He said that the VTC is revising and mod- 
ernising its programmes to better cater to the 
needs of the labour market in Jordan. 


Tiieimeh outlines new non-NATO ally status 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — Head of the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee in the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Fawzi Tueimeh Sunday welcomed an 
American administration decision to consider 
Jordan as a major non-NATO ally of tbe United 
States. 

The decision entitles the Kingdom to a “prior- 
ity consideration” for military aid and equip- 
ment. 

In a statement to the Jordan News Agency 
Petra, Dr. Tueimeh explained that when Jordan 
signed the 1994 peace treaty with Israel it did not 
obligate conditions, such as acquisition of U.S. 
assistance, but rather the treaty was signed with 
the backing of the majority of parliament mem- 
bers as a matter of conviction in the benefits of 
peace. 


He added the peace process has returned prop- 
erty and water resources to the Kingdom. 

The treaty. Dr. Tueimeh said, is a “link in a 
chain of stages” within the framework of a com- 
prehensive and lasting settlement. 

He maintained that the American decision does 
not imply that Jordan is entering any militaiy 
alliances, but rather is a means to provide the 
armed forces with sophisticated weaponry. 

U.S. President Bill Ginton Friday named Jor- 
dan a major non-NATO ally of the United States 
and, according to a State Department deputy 
spokesman, the new status makes Jordan eligible 
for priority consideration for the transfer of 
excess defence articles, die use of already appro- 
priated military assistance funds for procurement 
through commercial leases, tbe stockpiling of 


U.S. military material and the purchase of 
depleted uranium munitions. 

“Jordan looks forward to further backing from 
its friends in the European Union and Japan in 
addition to the United States for assistance in 
implementing its economic and development 
programmes and in dealing with economic 
issues,” Dr. Tueimeh said. 

“ [We hope] that Mr Clinton’s decision will be 
followed by other initiatives to help Jordan man- 
age its debts and provide technical, scientific and 
economic assistance to the Kingdom,” be added 

Dr. Tueimeh said that “the country has shoul- 
dered heavy responsibilities [in the context of tbe 
Middle East peace process] but now in the peace 
era, the Kingdom hopes to enjoy security and 
stability” 


Palestine 

Affairs 

Department 

releases 

report 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Palestine Affairs Depart- 
ment at the Foreign Min- 
istry Sunday stated that last 
month Israeli authorities 
proceeded with confisca- 
tion of Arab lands while the 
Israeli armed forces and 
Jewish settlers continued 
assaults on Palestinians 
and their property. 

In a monthly report cov- 
ering (he situation in the 
occupied territories, the 
department said that the 
continued seclusion of the 
West Bank and Gaza strip 
has dealt a heavy blow to 
the Palestinian economy 
and caused severe social, 
medical, educational and 
agricultural damage to the 
Palestinian people. 

The report quoted statis- 
tics by various organisa- 
tions in Gaza confirming 
that, since the signing of 
the Oslo' agreements in 
Sept. 1993, Israeli authori-: 
. ties, -have j r;,rc<#ifisca(ed; 
around 290,000 dumims of 
land and opened 400 kilo- 
metres of ring roads around 
Arab villages in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Simultaneously, the 
report stated, the Israelis 
have continued wide-scale 
Jewish settlements in Arab 
lands and proceeded with 
plans to Judaise the Arab 
city of Jerusalem. 

There has been a steady 
confiscation of Arab homes 
in the city's centre, it 
added. 

The department stated 
that it recently completed a 
JD122.000 building to 
serve Palestinians in 
refugee camps in Jordan 
whose premises house 
warehouses, offices, com- 
mercial centres, clinics and 
other agencies. 

Tile report said that since 
Jan. 1996, the department 
has distributed JD1.3 mil- 
lion worth of food assis- 
tance to the refugees and 
other displaced Palestini- 
ans. 
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Waltzing Amman —Austrian ensemble 

performs tonight 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — On the occasion of 
His Majesty King Hussein’s birth- 
day and under the patronage of 
Hear Majesty Queen Noor, the 
SOS Children’s Village Associa- 
tion of Jordan and the Austrian 
Embassy in Amman, in coopera- 
tion wife Freddy for Music, have 
invited fee Austrian “High Strung 
String Ensemble” to perform in 
the Kingdom. 

A unique concert is scheduled 
for tonight at 3:00 p.m. at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC). 
Proceeds will be donated to fee 
SOS Children’s Village. 

The group will interpret what 
has become fee trademark of Aus- 
trian music in the world-Viennese 
waltzes. Most of fee pieces select- 
ed for fee programme were com- 
posed by fee celebrated composer 
and conductor, Robert Stolz. 

Stolz, Austria’s “Last Waltz 
King" was born in 1880 and died 
in .1975. His work, however, 
encompasses more than just 
waltzes. He has written numerous 


operettas and songs, most of 
which are now considered master- 
pieces. The versatility of his talent 
let Robert Stolz explore styles as 
different from Viennese tradition- 
al music as fee American fox-trot 
and jazz. 

Extremely popular in his life- 
time, both at home and abroad, 
Stolz became fee direct heir of the 
Strauss legacy while preserving 
an unmistakable, personal musical 
character. 

A radio programme presented 
by Marcel Prawy (who gave a 
memorable presentation on 
Johann Strauss at fee RCC in 
November 1994) paid tribute to 
Robert Stolz and his work. In the 
very informative and entertaining 
programme one can listen to 
recordings of Stolz music and 
song, by artists like Gundula 
Janowitz, Jan Peerce, Maurice 
Chevalier, Nana Mouskouri and 
Perula Clark. 

The High Strung String Ensem- 
ble is comprised of: Klaus Eberle 
and Anselm Schoufer on violin, 
Bemhaid Holzner on viola, Ingrid 
Vollmann on cello, and Irmatniad 


liberie-HSrtl on double bass. The 
quintet has become famous and 
particularly known for their talent 
at conveying “the charms of Vien- 
na" and performing “eternal ever- 
greens.” They play an “unobtru- 
sive quality of music feat goes 
directly to the heart." 

The ensemble was founded in 
1992 and has since made count- 
less public and television appear- 
ances. Their recent CD received 
highly positive press reviews and 
fee group is particularly proud to 
introduce a new programme enti- 
tled “101 years of Cinema” 
including favourites from fee 
good old days. 

Tonight’s programme at fee 
RCC will feature pieces wife titles 
such as “Blond or Brunette, I 
Love All Women," “I Am Happy 
When The Sun Shines” and ‘Two 
Hearts in Quarter Time.” 


Rental cars major culprit 
in road accidents — seminar 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
“Rental cars have regret- 
tably proved to be a 
major factor in [the King- 
dom's deaths] and statis- 
tics show feat they have 
been responsible for 1.272 
accidents in the first eight 
months of 1996, resulting 
in the deaths of 34 peo- 
ple," President of the Jor- 
danian Society for the 
Prevention of Road Acci- 
dents (JSPRA) Moham- 
mad Dabbas stated. 
Addressing a symposium 
entitled “Rental Cars; 
Problems And Solu- 
tions," held at fee 
Jerusalem Hotel, Mr. 
Dabbas quoted statistics 
as saying feat fee King- 
dom currently has 13 
rental car branches com- 
prising 250 offices and 
that they operate a com- 
bined total of 3,502 cars 
— a number equivalent 
to half fee taxi cabs in 
Jordan. 

He called on authorities 
to conduct a study as to 
fee underlying reasons 
for accidents in the King- . 
dom that it might be bet- 
ter equipped to procure 
their solutions. 

Mr. Dabbas also sug- 
gested the creation of a 
committee representing 
the Ministries of Interior, 
Tourism and Transport as 
well as the Public Securi- 
ty Department (PSD), the 
JSPRA and fee Society of 
Rental Car Offices to 
address fee problem. 

Also addressing the 
meeting was President of 
fee Society of Rental Car 
Offices Suleiman 

Omeish who stated that 



Two cars collide in one of the accidents seen to be becoming an increasing con- 
cern in Jordan (file photo) 


total investment in the 
tourism sector in Jordan 
amounts to approximate- 
ly JD80 million, making 
it fee second largest sec- 
tor after hotels. 

But, be said, the num- 
ber of rental car 'offices 
has exceeded Jordan’s 
needs, explicating that in 
winter 30 per cent of fee 
total number of rental 
cars are utilised, while in 
summer the rate reaches 
70 per cent forcing many 
offices to close due to 
high operational costs. 

Mr. Omeish also 
avowed feat due to high 
competition some rental 
car offices were offering 
promotion rates other 
than fee officially man- 
dated ones, a practice 
which, he said, necessi- 


tates rigid enforcement of 
regulations feat these 
offices remain committed 
to fee rates set by the 
Ministry of Transport. 

Colonel Fakhri Iskan- 
daf from the PSD charged 
that the problem should 
be addressed at fee 
national leveL stating that 
rental cars have been 
causing increasing num- 
bers of road accidents in 
the past two years. 

He said that although 
fee number of rental cars 
accounts for one per cent 
of the total number of 
cars in fee Kingdom, 
their drivers are responsi- 
ble for 2. 1 per cent of fee 
total number of road acci- 
dents and feat 34 per cent 
of all rental cars have 
been involved in road 


accidents. 

Calling for urgency in 
dealing with fee issue. 
Col. Iskandar said that it 
is incumbent upon the 
public to extend a helping 
band to the police; 

• Minister of*= Tourism’ 
and Antiquities Saleh 
Irsheidat, who had earlier 
opened the symposium, 
said that fee government 
is considering increasing 
fines against those who 
violate traffic regulations. 

He also said that the 
Prime Ministry is cur- 
rently examining regula- 
tions relating to rental 
cars but, he maintained, ' 
fee regulations are irres- 
olute unless backed by 
cooperation on fee part of 
everyone concerned. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Unstable weather to affect Kingdom 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Department of Meteorology Sun- 
day said feat the Kingdom will endure unstable weather 
conditions for the next four days. Director General of the 
Department of the Meteorology Amin Karaeen seated feat 
a warm and humid front will traverse fee country and or 
times raise dust especially in fee south and east. Skies will 
be cloudy to partly cloudy with possible scattered showers, 
and winds will be south-Easterly, moderate and brisk at 
times. This weather condition will continue to affect Jor- 
dan until Wednesday morning when stable, clear weather! 
is expected to return. 

Italian delegation arrives tomorrow 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation, representing the Italian 
textile industry, arrives here tomorrow on a several-day 
visit during which they will meet with Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) officials and present a series of books 
dedicated to the textile industry to be used in VTC training 
courses. The delegation will offer five scholarships, rang- 
ing between two to three weeks, to VTC students interest- 
ed in learning more about the technology utilised by the 
Italian textile industry. 


Mendicant owner of JD40,000 

IRBID t Petra) — The Irbid Social Development Depan-, 
ment in cooperation wife security forces arrested a mendi- 
cant wife JDI ,558 on his person, according to Irbid Social 
Development Department Director Salman Abanda. Inves- 
tigations revealed that the mendicant, arrested during aj 
campaign launched by the department, had JD40,000 in 
bank deposits in irbid, Mr. Abanda said. 

‘Brain-drain 5 — topic of seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Social Development Sec- 
retary General Faisal Gharaibeh Sunday left for Cairo to 
participate in. a four-day symposium on the so-called 
dilemma of ‘brain drain’. The symposium, which starts 
today and is organised by the Arab League, will discuss 
the causes of this predicament as well as the means of its 
prevention. Dr. Gharaibeh will present a report on Jordan’s 
experience and potential negative consequences on the, 
national economy and Arab culture. 
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CONCERT 

* Viennese music and waltzes, by the Austrian High- 
Strung String Ensemble at fee Royal Cultural Centre .at 
8:00 p.m.- • 

FILM ' 

* “Le Chat” at fee French Cultural Centre at 8:30. p.m. 

LECTURES 

* Lecture on the discovery in tbe TyroHan. Alps of fee 
5300-year ok! iceman by Prof. Dr. Andreas iippert at fee 
University of Jordan at 1 1:00 m. 

# *TJS. Eliot’s Waste Land" by Dr. Nicholas Onfield at 
the British Council at 5:00 p.m. 

EXHmiTJONS 

* Retrospective exhibition by Berlin-based Syrian artist 
Marwan Kassab-Bachi at Darat A1 Fuoun, Jala! Weibdeh, 
until Dec. 10. Also on display are, works of contempo- 
rary Arabs artiste. 

* ■ Works by Syrian artist Mustafa AH at Baladna Art 

Gallery, Gardens Sl until Nov. 30, 

* Aspects from the modem Jordanian, plastic art by sev-„ 
era! Jordanian artists entitled “Message” at Alia Art 
Gallery, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 2S. 

■* Works by Mookith Sa’id and Bert Hermens entitled 
“Untitled Diaiy” at Balqa An Gallery, Fubeis, until Nov. 
21 . ............ . .. 

* Photo panels and mosaics exhibition by German artist 
Yona Jpest entitled “Petra ACosmoiogical Dialogue” 
at fee Royal Cultural Centre, until Nay. 30, . 

* Photography exhibition “A1 Aqsa Uprisings" by Khatjd 
A1 Zaghawi at.Abdul Hameed Shaman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman, until Nov. 22. . r 

* Works -by twenty four artiste (from Iraq, Holland, 
Lebanon; Wemara, Spain, Greece, Curacao, Indonesia* 
Russia, and Chile) entitled Hood and Hamer “Art in Cul- 
tural Transmission" ar fee Royal Sodofy of Fine Art,. 
Jabal Weibdehuntil Nov. 30. 

* Photo exfiibttioa by Basma Asfour entitled “Doubles- 
Regards” at fee French' Cultural Centre, until Nov, 28; 
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J porld News 

bmanians choose between 
ex-Communist and reformer 


BUCHAREST (R) — Ro- 
manians trudged out to vote 
Sunday in a presidential 
election that could end the 
long political dominance of 
ex-Communists in the Bal- 
kan country. 

Reformist Emil Constanti- 
ne sc u is locked in a tight 
run-off fight against Ion 
Iliescu. a former Commu- 
nist who has ruled for the 
nearly seven years since 
Stalinist dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu was ousted and 
executed. 

More than 15.000 polling 
stations in schools and vil- 
lage halls across the impov- 
erished country opened in 
light mist at 6 a.m. (0400 
GMT). The elderly, wanting 
to avoid a crush later in the 
day. formed the first trickle 
of voters. 

“I came early to be done 
with it," pensioner Dobre 
Dan, 67. said outside a Bu- 
charest polling station. “I 
voted for Constantinescu. I 
want all this misery to end." 

Voting in rural areas, once 
Iliescu 's bedrock of support. 


was slower as people at- 
tended church services 
before heading off to pol- 
ling stations. The president 
needs a heavy turnout in 
these areas to have any hope 
of staying in office. 

Mr. Constantinescu. need- 
ing to impress peasants and 
pensioners, was due to pray 
at an Orthodox monastery 
before voting. 

Exit polls will give the 
first indication of the result 
shortly after the last vote is 
cast at midnight (2200 
GMT). Official results will 
trickle in throughout Mon- 
day. 

Unlike Iliescu. tainted by 
holding high office under 
Ceausescu and accused of 
ruling in an arrogant and de- 
magogic manner. Mr. Cons- 
tantinescu held no position 
under communism. 

He pledges a new era of 
clean government, better 
economic management and 
reforms to stop living stan- 
dards in Romania lagging 
further behind ex-Commu- 
nist near neighbours like 


Hungary and Poland. 

The mild-mannered geol- 
ogy professor charges Mr. 
Iliescu led a corrupt, incom- 
petent administration that 
failed to remedy Romania's 
fiscal woes and crumbling 
infrastructure. 

He has taken heart from 
the first round of voting two 
weeks ago when Roman- 
ians. fed up with eking out a 
living on salaries of some 
$100 a month, ousted Mr. 
Iliescu *s leftist party from 
government and installed 
Mr. Constantinescu's re- 
form group. 

In bitter television de- 
bates. Iliescu has played on 
the conservatism and fears 
of many Romanians and 
said a victory for him would 
protect people from the 
costs of social change. 

“I am convinced voters 
will understand that to pre- 
serve national unity and 
peace for coming genera- 
tions they must vote for 
Iliescu," said Adrian Nasta- 
se, leader of Mr. fliescu's 
party of social democracy. 


There have been no reli- 
able opinion polls since the 
first round and the contest is 
thought too close to call. 

Town dwellers and the 
young are expected to back 
the challenger's vision of 
reform while pensioners 
and rural voters may plump 
for Mr. Iliescu 's message of 
caution. 

"I expect the president to 
improve the situation." said 
Maglasu Aurelia. 70. “I 
voted for Iliescu." 

But Constantinescu may 
benefit from disillusion 
with the negative campaign- 
ing style of the 66-year-old 
president, who has reported- 
ly been worn out by the 
election struggle. 

First round voting was 
marked by confusion over 
outdated votes list, with 
thousands having to register 
on "additional lists." But 
international observers pro- 
nounced the ballot generally 
free and fair. 


Apathy wins as Czech ruling Moldovans 


party storms senate vote 


PRAGUE (R) — The party 
of Czech Prime Minister 
Vaclav Klaus performed 
strongly in senate elections 
Saturday but with turnout at 
35 per cent, the real winner 
was apathy. 

In what was billed as a 
key test of the minority 
coalition government, Mr. 
Klaus's centre-right Civic 
Democratic Party (ODS) 
took a commanding 36.47 
per cent of the first round 
vote, with the opposition 
social democrats trailing on 
20.27 per cent. 

The result was a major 
improvement; ,foF; the ODS,. 
wjjiich won only 29.6 per 
cent in elections to the lo- 
wer house in June when a 
strong social democrat per- 
formance of 26.4 per cent 
stripped Mr. Klaus’s three- 
party coalition of its majori- 
ty 

Mr. KJaus. the father of 
Czech economic reform, 
played down the voter apa- 
thy and played up the ODS 
performance. 

"It is obvious that the citi- 
zens of this country under- 
stand that they want stabili- 
ty,” he told reporters, allud- 
ing to the political stalemate 
since the inconclusive lo- 
wer house polls. 

‘These elections ... are an 
important test of the politi- 
cal feelings of people of this 
countrv about the (June) 


elections. In this respect 
they are giving an important 
signal. “ he said. 

Mr. Klaus also side- 
stepped questions on whe- 
ther he might seek early 
lower house elections to try 
to regain his majority. 

But analysts said the 
results may be misleading. 
Unlike the lower house sys- 
tem of proportional repre- 
sentation. the senate is 
elected in two rounds of a 
first-past-the-post system. 

Only three ODS candi- 
dates won outright in the 
first round held Friday and 
Saturday. Another 76 face d* 
run-off on Nov.- 22^23- 
between the top two con- 
tenders in constitiuencies 
where no-one won more 
than half the first round 
vote. 

Also, the well-organised 
and funded ODS is better at 
rallying support when pub- 
lic interest in elections is 
low than the social democ- 
rats. Mr. Klaus cannot 
therefore automatically rely 
on repeating the perfor- 
mance in a lower house 
election, when turnout is 
usually over 75 per cent 

But the dismal turnout 
vindicated more the far- 
right republicans, who boy- 
cotted the elections to the 
newly-created upper house 
and told fellow Czechs to 
do likewise. 


The central election com- 
mission said turnout was 
just 35.03 per cent, far 
lower than forecast and 
compared with 76.4 per 
cent participation in lower 
house elections in June. 

Zeman, whose party has 
been afflicted by squab- 
bling, appeared to blame the 
low turnout for the poor 
result. 

But he added: "I firmly 
believe that in the second 
round, participation will be 
markedly higher because 
then it is a choice between 
the- fiMjcv stroagesi cagdi-, 
dates. 

In the end the republicans 
led by doctor of philosophy 
Miroslav Sladek came out 
looking best without even 
running. 

Dr. Sladek hit a chord by 
denouncing the senate as a 
waste of time and money. 
“They had nowhere to 
dump the political zombies 
so they established the sen- 
ate. " he told a recent rally. 

Polls showed few Czechs 
understand the function of 
the senate, which has little 
power compared with the 
lower chamber of deputies. 
With a few exceptions, most 
of the candidates are little 
known because Czech lead- 
ers all sit in the lower 
house. 


Food summit ends on note of doubt 


ROME (AFP) — The U.N. World food 
summit failed to move significantly 
towards eliminating hunger, many dele- 
gates and analysts said about the five-day 
Rome conference that ended Sunday. 

Cuban President Fidel Castro struck the 
most dramatic chord when he called the 
summit "shameful" for failing to do more to 
help about one-fifth of the world's popula- 
tion whose diets do not meet minimum food 
needs. 

In sharp contrast to almost all the 1S7 
countries represented here. Mr. Castro 
blasted the goals set forth by the delegates, 
asking in his plenary session speech 
Saturday: "What kind of cosmetic solutions 
are we going to provide so that in 20 years 
from now there would be 400 million 
instead of 800 million starving people?" 

“The very modesty of these goals is 
shameful." he said. 

The main pledge of the summit was to 
halve malnutrition in developing countries 
from the current figure of 840 million peo- 
ple by 2015. 

Non-Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs). which held a parallel meeting in 
Rome, said the summit's emphasis on 
world trade and increased food production 
would result in small fanners in developing 
countries being crushed as large agricultur- 
al firms increase yields with genetically 
engineered seeds. 

One NGO delegate said Sunday: “Poor 
countries have the right to feed them- 
selves." 

U.N. official Lelei Lelalu. however, 
praised the summit for focusing energy on 
carrying out programmes. He also said it 
provided a chance to define the problems of 
delivering food aid. 

“You can’t point to cash, but people here 
have ironed out how they are gonig to do 
things.” he said. 

■ He said the summit had revealed a trend 
in which cash-strapped developed nations 
are less willing to give aid and developing 
countries are not happy with what they are 
receiving. 


“We've heard a lot about donor fatigue, 
but there is also recipient fatigue." Mr. 
Lelalu said. He said developing countries 
are “tired of being dumped on with inade- 
quate food and unsustainable relief pro- 
grams" — that is. not being helped to grow 
more food for themselves. 

Several delegates here said the time had 
come to stop talking and get down to work. 

"Just get on with the job." was the mes- 
sage British minister for overseas develop- 
ment Baroness Chalker said. 

She criticized the summit's host, the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
for being inefficient, citing the summit 
itself as an example. 

FAO work in the field is hindered by 
“turf battles, with administrators more 
concerned about their bureaucratic posi- 
tions than delivering aid. Ms. Chalker said. 

And as for the summit, "If we have to 
have conferences, w'e shouldn’t have large 
conferences.” Ms. Chalker said. 

The summit in Rome was the last of a 
hasty series of U.N. world summits before 
the end of the 20th century aimed at con- 
fronting major global social issues. 

The scries stoned with a World Summit 
for Children in New York in 1990. and 
included meetings in Rio in 1992.on the 
environment. Vienna in 1993 on human 
rights. Barbados in 1994 on small islands. 
Cairo in 1994 on population. Copenhagen 
and Beijing in 1995 on social issues and 
women and Istanbul in 1996 on cities. 

But only the First summit, organized by 
the U.N. Children's Fund (UNICEF), 
resulted in new funding for specific pro- 
grammes. „ 

The Rome summit's declaration and 
action plan were worked out in Caucuses in 
advance and approved by acclamation on 
the meeting's first day Wednesday. 

This was to dear the way for extended 
debate on implementation, but the summit 
was instead dominated by discussion of the 
crisis fadng more than a million refugees in 
eastern Zaire. 


vote m 
presidential 
elections 

CHISINAU (R) — Moldo- 
vans began voting Sunday 
in their first multi-party 
presidential election, hotly 
contested by three top state 
offidals — the president, 
the prime minister and the 
chairman of parliament. 

Nearly 2.000 polling sta- 
tions opened at 8 a.m. 
(0600 GMT) across the ex- 
Soviet Republic of 4.3 mil- 
lion people sandwiched 
between, Romania arid Uk- 
raine,, Voting last? 
hours. 

The election law says 
more than 50 per cent of 
the 2.4 million eligible vot- 
ers have to take part to 
make the poll valid but 
experts expect a much 
higher turnout. 

In the capital Chisinau a 
steady flow of people head- 
ed for the polling stations 
which, in a Soviet tradition, 
offered the voters well- 
stocked and cheap buffets. 

“I want a better future." 
said Andrei, a 78-year-old 
ethnic Russian pensioner. 
“I want the leaders who 
work and 1 do not want the 
people to live in poverty." 

He refused to - say for 
whom he had voted, but 
said he had chosen one of 
the three front-runners — 
President Mircea Snegur. 
Prime Minister Angrci 
Sangheii and Parliament 
Chairman Petru Lucinschi. 

There are six other candi- 
dates. including the head of 
the Communist Party and a 
radical nationalist. Experts 
expect none of the candi- 
dates to win more than 50 
per cent of the vote in the 
first round and predict a 
run-off between the two 
top contenders on Dec. 1. 
Mr. Snegur. 56. elected in 
199 1 . led an aggressive and 
populist campaign, saying 
he needed more powers for 
the next term to improve 
people's lives. 

He has angered his oppo- 
nents by promising to dis- 
solve Sangheli’s govern- 
ment which he called “cor- 
rupt" and Lucinschi’s par- 
liament and to turn Moldo- 
va into a presidential re- 
public. 

Mr. Snegur. backed by 
several nationalist groups, 
wants closer ties with the 
West and Romania, with 
which Moldova shares a 
common language and cul- 
ture. 

Mr. Sangheii. 52. who 
prides himself for his 
International Monetary 
Fund economic stabilisa- 
tion programme, is leaning 
towards Russia. Moldova's 
main market and energy 
supplier. 

Mr. Lucinschi. the 52- 
year-old charismatic intel- 
lectual and former Com- 
munist leader of Soviet 
Molodova. has campaigned 
as a moderate, social 
democratic centrist. 
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Rescue workers continue looking for trapped people following a blast that destroyed 
a block of flats in the southern Russian town of Kaspiysk. At least 55 people were dug 
out from the ruins, 16 of them dead, around 40 remained trapped. The Russian 
Interior Ministry said it had not ruled out the possibility of a terrorist action (Reuter 
photo) 

Chernomyrdin flies to blast sight 


MOSCOW (R) — Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyr- 
din flew Sunday to the sou- 
thern Russian town where a 
weekend blast destroyed a 
block of flats, killing or 
trapping many residents, 
Russian news agencies said. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said Mr. Chernomyrdin 
took off Sunday morning 
for Kaspiysk in the Dages- 
tan region, where rescue 
workers had dug 55 people 
from the ruins. 16 of them 
dead. About 40 people re- 
mained trapped in the ruins. 
TASS said. 

Other Russian news re- 
ports earlier put the death 
toll from the Saturday mor- 
ning blast, which officials 
say was probably caused by 
a bomb, at between 1 3 and 
32. 

Rescue workers were 
called in to try to pull sur- 


vivors from the rubble of 
the eight-storey block, 
which housed mainly mili- 
tary personnel and their 
families. 

They worked through the 
night Saturday and into 
Sunday, which was declared 
a day of mourning iq Da- 
gestan. a region that borders 
The Caspian Sea and the 
breakaway republic of Che- 
chcnya. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin issued 
a statement Saturday pledg- 
ing a full investigation. “I 
vouch that all necessary 
measures will be taken to 
uncover the reasons." his 
statement said. 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
recovering from heart sur- 
gery, sent his condolences 
to relatives of the dead and 
the government said it 
would set up a commission 
under a deputy Prime Mi- 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin drinks lea together with his wife Naina (right i and 
granddaughter Masba (left). The photograph is the first one of Mr. Yeltsin since he 
underwent heart surgery 11 days ago. The picture was issued to the Scgndnya < Today) 
newspaper by the Presidential Press Service and was taken Friday at the presidential 
section of the Central Clinical Hospital (Reuter photo) 

Yeltsin to leave hospital for a walk 


MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin, 
who underwent heart surgery nearly two 
weeks ago. plans to leave the hospital 
where he has been recuperating for a walk 
Sunday at a sanatorium outside Moscow, 
his doctors said. 

Russian news agencies quoted Mr. 
Yeltsin's surgeon, Renat Akchurin, as say- 
ing Mr. Yeltsin would go for an hour's walk 
at the Barvikha Government Sanatorium. 

The head of the Kremlin Medical Centre. 
Sergei Mironov, said Mr. Yeltsin would 
srart meeting officials next week and would 
hold talks with Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin Tuesday. 

Mr. Yeltsin would move from the Central 
Clinical Hospital to Barvikha permanently 
Thursday or Friday. Mr. Mironov said in u 
television clip of the briefing for Russian 
media. 

“The president's recuperation is going 
well. Tlie president is active, today he is 
going for a walk at the Dacha in Barvikha. 
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‘Beijing 
backs y 
Korea talks 
— Yonhap 

SEOUL (R) — China's 
envoy to Seoul said Beijing, 
was ready to join four-way 
talks involving the two 
Koreas and the United. 
States to bring peace to the 
Korean peninsula, Yonhap 
news agency reported - 
Sunday. 

The reported remarks 
represent Beijing's first 
unambiguous support for 
the talks proposed in April 
by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and South Korean 
Head of State Kim Youqg- 
Sam. 

They come at a critical 
juncture with inter-Korea 
relations in crisis after a 
North Korean submarine 
incursion and Pyongyang's 
threat to abandon a key 
nuclear accord. ■ 

“China takes a positive 
view of the four-way talks 
and plans to participate in 
the talks if related nations 
can reach an accord," 
Yonhap quoted Ambassa- 
dor Zhang Tingyan as say- 
ing. 

Until now Beijing has 
been non-commital on the 
talks, saying only it was 
ready to cooperate with 
other countries to maintain 
peace and stability on the 
Korean peninsula. 

The talks are aimed at 
replacing a truce that ended 
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“The truce treary should 
be replaced with a new 
peace agreement through 
bilateral talks but the truce 
accord should be main- 
tained until (he peace ag- 
reement is established." 
Mr. Zhang was quoted as 
saying. 

That comment was an 
apparent shot at North 
Korea, which has called the 
armistice a “worthless 
scrap of paper." 

In October Beijing sup- 
ported a United Nations 
Security Council resolution 
expressing serious concern 
over the incursion by a 
North Korean submarine 
onto a South Korean beach 
in September and calling 
on North Korea to respect 
the armistice. 
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to he in normal surroundings for a u-hilc.” 
Interfax news agency quoted Dr. Akchurin 
jls saying. 

Dr. Akchurin said Mr. Yeltsin. 65, had lost 
weight but had got stronger since the oper- 
ation on Nov. 5. 

He also said lhai scarring on Mr. Yeltsin's 
heart revealed during the bypass surgerv 
backcd up his earlier view that the president 
had suffered a third, unannounced heart 
attack shortly before the run-off vote in 
which he won a second term. 

A Russian newspaper Saturday published 
the first picture of Mr. Yeltsin since the 
quintuple bypass operation to eie;ir the 
blood supply problems which had led io die 
attacks. 

•The photograph, taking up much of the 
from page or the liberal daily Sesodnya. 
■showed a relaxed- looking Yelisin wejrinc 
an open-necked shin and patterned cardi- 
gan drinking tea will. Iris wife Naina aud 
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Rwandan Hutu refugees pass by bodies of dead Zairean soldiers near the camp of Sake Sunday. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of refugees fled the Mugunga and Sake refugee camps Thursday to return to Rwanda after having been in 
Zaire for more than two years (Reuter photo) 


Bhutto vows to stay and fight 


KARACHI (AFP) — 
Sacked Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto has 
said she was not afraid (o 
die and would resisr at- 
tempts by those who killed 
her brother Murtaza 10 
“hlackmail" her 

“I am not afraid of any- 
body. I am not scared of 
hanging. When the brother 
tries to come closer to the 
sister, he gets killed to 
blackmail me and my gov- 
ernment'' a defiant Bhutto 
told a public rally here late 
Saturday, her first since her 
ouster on Nov. 5. 

Murtaza Bhutto, es- 
tranged younger brother of 
Benazir, and seven of his 
colleagues were killed in a 
reported shootout between 
police and his guards here 
on Sept. 27. 

President Farooq Leghari 
sacked Ms. Bhutto and dis- 
solved the national assem- 
bly. in .November, accusing 
hpr goven\rrj^it ofm^siye 
corruption, ! misrule, ; eco- 
nomic mismaagement and 
lawlessness leading to the 
thousands of extra-judicial 
killings in Karachi and 
other parts of the country. 

Before addressing party 
activists and supporters 


near her seaside Bilawal 
house residence, Ms. Bhut- 
to led a long procession of 
vehicles after arriving here 
from Islamabad .Saturday, 
on a first visit to her home 
province of Sindh since her 
ouster. 

Mr. Murtaza *s supporters 
have accused Ms. Bhutto's 
detained husband, Asif Ali 
Zardari. of a role in his 
killing and clashed with Ms. 
Bhutto party activists dur- 
ing Saturday's procession. 
Several people were injured 
in the clashes. 

Ms. Bhutto told the rally 
that her brother's killing 
was a “conspiracy" 10 top- 
ple her government and 
alleged that ‘‘Leghari is 
involved directly or indi- 
rectly.” 

“Leghari come and an- 
swer," she said. 

"Oppressors cannot suc- 
ceed, victory belongs to the 
; people,” Ms. Bhutto said, 

1 adding: “I swear I will stand 
by the people of Pakistan 
for the rest of my life." 

Last week, Ms. Bhutto 
challenged her dimissal in a 
writ filed with the supreme 
court in Islamabad. 

Ms. Bhutto claimed her 
government had restored 


peace in Karachi by defeat- 
ing “ terrorists.” 

More than 2.000 people- 
have been killed in Karachi 
since January 1995 in pro- 
longed unrest linked to 
political, ethnic and sectari- 
an problems. 

“The three years were not 
an easy period. There were 
people talking about divi- 
sion of the country. With the 
blessing of God we faced 
the terrorists and saved 
Pakistan," Ms. Bhutto said. 

The ethnic-based Mohajir 
Qaumi Movement (MQM), 
which represents Urdu- 
speaking migrants from In- 
dia, had been at loggerheads 
withMs. Bhutto. 

The MQM. blamed by 
Ms. Bhutto for terrorism 
and accused police of kil- 
ling its activists in custody.* 

Mr. Leghari, in his nov 5 
proclamation sacking Ms. 
Bhutto, said thousands -of 
“extra-judicial killings'.' had 
taken place* in- -Karachi and 
other parts of the country 
during Ms. Bhutto's gov- 
ernment. 

Referring to reports that 
Mr. Leghari who is troubled 
by a stone in a kidney, Ms. 
Bhutto said it was a “divine 
retribution." 


Main parties tied as Thai voting ends 


BANGKOK (R) — The two 
leading parties taking part 
in Thailand’s general elec- 
tion were seen in a dead 
bear by a television exit poll 
broadcast soon after voting 
closed Sunday. 

The Democrat Party of 
former Premier Chuan 
Leekpai and the New 
Aspiration Party .(NAP) of 
Defence Minister Chavalit 
Yongchaiyudh were seen 
winning 124 seats each after 
a campaign billed as the 
most violent and dirty in 
two decades. 

Analysts cautioned that 
the exit poll was likely to 
have been conducted on a 
small sample of voters and 
therefore may not be very 
accurate. No previous Thai 
election has resulted in a tie 
between the two top parties 
and some analysts said 
chances for such an out- 
come were very slim. 

Channel 9 television also 
reported that the chan 
Partana Party would win 52 
while the incumbent chan 
Thai Party would secure 35 
seats in the 393-seat lower 
house of parliament. 

More than 38 million 
Thais were eligible to vote 
in the polls in which 2,310 


candidates from 13 parties 
are standing. This is the 
fourth genera] election in 
Thailand in four years and 
the second in 1 6 months. 

Voter turnout was strong 
as people walked, drove and 
even rowed through flooded 
streets to polling booths 
under mixed skies. 

But the election was 
marred by a shooting and 
reports of bribery and intim- 
idation, election officials 
said. 

A gunman shot and seri- 
ously wounded a police- 
man, an election official 
and a voter in the western 
Bangkok suburb of Bang 
Khae, but was arrested 
shortly after, police said. 

Poll watch, the election 
watchdog, estimated that 
politicians had spent bet- 
ween 20 billion and 30 bil- 
lion baht ($800 million and 
$1.2 billion) 10 date on 
vote-buying. 

Most of the vote-buying 
was conducted in the north- 
east. the poorest region in 
Thailand with more than 
one-third of all seats being 
contested in the polls. 

Pollwatch said it had re- 
ceived 5,294 complaints 
about various malpractices. 


of which 2.730 were about 
vote-buying. 

The Channel 9 exit poll 
also showed the social ac- 
tion party taking 19 seats 
and five other smaller par- 
ties winning the rest. 

Officials said vote count- 
ing would begin soon and 
the first few results were 
expected to start trickling in 
less than one hour after bal- 
loting was closed. 

Opinion polls were divid- 
ed on the outcome of the 
election even before voting 
was closed. They had 
shown the democrats, led 
by former Premier Chuan 
Leekpai, and the NAP head- 
ed by Defence Minister 
Chavalit Yongchaiyudh run- 
ning neck and neck in what 
analysts said was set to be 
the closest race ever. 

The Democrat Party had 
refused to work in a coali- 
tion with the NAP whatever 
the outcome of the result, 
but the NAP's Chavalit has 
said he is still open to such 
an idea. 

“I insist the (wo major 
parries should work in dif- 
ferent camps," the democ- 
rats* Chuan said after 
polling closed. 


Indian police arrest 4,000 at Miss World 


bangalore, India 

(AH*) — Baton-wielding 
police arrested some 4,000 
leftists here Sunday after 
they tried to lay siege to a 
hotel housing 89 contes- 
tants of the Miss World 
pageant 

■Witnesses said the pre- 
dominantly female crowd, 
led by senior Communist 
.party of India-Marxist lea- 
der Suhasini Ali. was beaten 
back by truncheon-wielding 
policemen, and later packed 
offto’police stations. 

Ms. Ali said before her 
arrest, that she had scored a 
victory over the state 
administration. 

" ‘The fact that the swim- 
suit round was moved to the 
Seychelles and other con- 


tests are being held outside 
bangalore proves this, she 
said, as activists shouted : 
“Death to Miss World” and 
“who is more beautiful. 
Mother Teresa or (India's 
last Miss World winner) 
Aishwarya RaiT 

"The contest shows 
women should please men 
and be dictated by beauty 
norms set by the market- 
place. We are trying' to 
change these stereotypes." 

The action came hours 
after the police chief of (his 
southern Indian city, capital 
of Karnataka state, said he 
was prepared to snuff out 
any protests. 

“Nothing is being left to 
chance. We are anticipating 
all kinds of threats, and are 


making arrangements to 
counter them,” Sarat Chan- 
dra Burman, police com- 
missioner of Bangalore, 
said. 

“We are also going to 
make preventive arrests,” 
he said. "So far protest 
groups have been peaceful 
... but we are worried some 
people might resort to self- 
immolations to dramatise 
the situation and grab pub- 
licity," he said. 

"There is also a bomb 
threat." he added. 

Meanwhile. Miss World 
International Vice-President 
Julia Murley. offered an 
olive branch to critics, say- 
ing she was ready for a rap- 
prochement. 


Sri Lankan 
planes 
bomb Tiger 
targets 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka's air force bombed 
suspected Tamil Tiger 
guerrilla targets in the east 
of the country as ground 
troops remained on maxi- 
mum alsrt for retaliatory 
rebel attacks, officials said 
Sunday. 

Air force bombers devas- 
tated a separatist Libertion 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) building near the 
small town of Chenkaladi 
Saturday, officials said, 
adding that rebel casualties 
were not immediately 
known. 

“It is believed that the 
target was a clandestine 
medical "' facility- of' • ■ the ’ 
Tigers,” a "local official 
said. 

The air strikes came as 
government troops relocat- 
ed one of their elite fight- 
ing units in the adjoining 
district of Ampara in a bid 
to seek and destroy sus- 
pected Tiger positions in 
the area, officials said. 

Villagers in eastern re- 
gions were under inc reased 
pressure by the LTTE, 
which has been accused of 
killing scores of civilians 
of the majority Sinhalese 
community and the minor- 
ity Muslims living in the 
area. 

The LTTE claims the 
island’s northeast as a tra- 
ditional homeland, where 
they want to establish an 
independent state called 
Eelam. More than 50,000 
people have died in bitter 
fighting since 1972. 

Troops in the embattled 
northern and eastern re- 
gions have been placed on 
top alert for possible bomb 
attacks by the Tigers to 
mark the 42nd birthday of 
rebel supremo Velupillai 
Prabhakaran on Nov. 26, 
officials said. 

The Tigers also mark a 
"heroes’ week" in Novem- 
ber to commemorate their 
dead fighters. 

There was no immediate 
response from the Tigers to 
the latest military action in 
the island’s east but the 
guerrillas in a statement 
from their London office 
Sunday claimed they killed 
four troopers elsewhere. 

The LTTE said it overran 
15 government security 
check points in the north- 
ern district of Vavuniya 
Friday night and killed 
four soldiers, against the 
loss of four of their own 
fighters. 

The statement said they 
also captured an arms store 
during the raid. 

“Army-controlled Vavu- 
niya is becoming increas- 
ingly vulnerable to LTTE 
forces who are hying to 
evict occupying Sinhala 
(government) troops from 
the traditional homeland,” 
the statement said. 

Officials said they had 
stepped up vigilance in the 
embattled northeast as well 
as in the capital, Colombo, 
to prevent attacks during 
the upcoming LTTE 
“heroes’ week.” 


K ; 


Jordan limes, Monday, November 18, 1996 


Rwandan refugee flood 
continues; U.S. consults allies 


GISENYI, Rwanda (R) — More refugees flooded across 
the bonder from eastern Zaire into this small Rwandan bor- 
der town Sunday — the third day of a human wave which 
showed no sign of slowing down. 

The exodus of refugees back to Rwanda prompted U.S. 
Defence Secretary William Perry to say the United States 
and its allies might modify a plan to send a multinational 
humanitarian force to the region this week. 

U.N. special envoy Raymond Chretien said such a force 
was still needed in troubled eastern Zaire. 

“1 can see the need for such a force...don‘t think only of 
what you see on the television screens. There is a huge 
number of refugees that are absolutely invisible but are still 
very much in eastern Zaire,” Mr. Chretien said in a BBC 
radio interview. 

Thousands of impoverished refugees, who had earlier 
fled from camps up to 30 kilometres north of the Zairean 
city of Goma, spent the night huddled under plastic sheet- 
ing with their bundles of belongings. 

An estimated 250,000 Rwandan Hutus have already 
returned home. As many as 400,000 could still come. 

Overnight Goma was filled with the haze of smoke from 
fires as thousands of refugee families cooked a final 
evening meal in Zaire. As dawn broke they packed up their 
bundles and formed a long, snaking column entering 
Rwanda. 

Rwandan border guards who had earlier searched the 
refugees abandoned their task, apparently overwhelmed by 
sheer numbers. 

The United Nations refugee agency UNHCR said 
Saturday a total of 200,000 Rwandan Hutus — from the 
more than one million who fled to Zaire in 1994 — had 
returned since Friday. 

“We are overwhelmed,” said UNHCR spokesman Ray 
Wilkinson. ‘To use that overused phrase, this is of biblical 
proportions. I don’t think we could plan in taking 700,000 
people in a few days — the crisis right now is to get them 
back home.” 

The refugees lack food and clean water. There is uo sani- 
tation. The crush is relentless. Conditions provide a perfect 
breeding ground for such diseases as cholera which killed 
tens of thousands of Hutus in Zaire two years ago. 

Aid agencies have supplies of food nearby and are strug- 
gling against insuperable odds to distribute them to the 
raosr needy refugees. 

Workers have given up trying to register the refugees and 
hope they will return quickly to their villages and replant 
(heir fields. 

The Rwandan government has pledged their right to do 


this, but doubts persist over their likely reception from for- 
mer Tutsi neighbours, many of whom have been joined by 
other Tutsis returning from long years of exile. 

World Food Programme (WFP) spokesperson Brenda 
Barton said Sunday one food truck had been looted by des- 
perate refugees. 

The agency was now setting up food dumps at strategic 
points to supply those returning to the villages inside 
Rwanda from which they fled in 1994. 

The mass exodus began suddenly Friday when an alliance 
of Zairean rebels. forced Hum militiamen, who had been 
preventing the refugees from leaving, to flee the teeming 
camps they had ruthlessly controlled since 1994. 

The militia and former Hutu government troops had 
spearheaded the genocide of some one million Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus in 1994, before being driven out by Tutsi 
rebels who went on ro establish a new government in the 
Rwandan capital Kigali. 

The UNHCR said its officials had met Zairean rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila and he had suggested that Rwandan 
refugees from other areas such as Bukavu further south 
could begin moving back into Rwanda from Tuesday. 

In Washington, Mr. Perry said the rapidly changing situa- 
tion could affect plans for the Canadian-led multinational 
force that the U.N. Security Council approved by unani- 
mous vote Friday. 

Mr. Perry told a news conference the United States would 
consult its allies after receiving a report this weekend from 
a survey team in the region. 

Mr. Perry stressed no changes had been made yet in the 
tentative U.S. offer to send 1,000 troops to Goma and sev- 
eral thousand other support personnel ro countries neigh- 
bouring Zaire. 

“We are standing by in a ready mode to move forward 
with humanitarian support," he said. 

Bur Rwanda said the mass return of Hutus meant the 
force was obsolete before it was even deployed and the 
world should send aid instead to help Rwanda settle the 
refugees. 

U.N. envoy Chretien, in Rwanda's capital as pan of his 
shuttle diplomacy in the volatile Central African region, 
said he had discussed the current return of the refugees with 
Rwandan President Pasteur Bizimungu. 

“I reminded him of course that what we are witnessing is 
very positive news. This is what they've been looking for 
for years,” Mr. Chretien said. 

“However, there is approximately 1.2 million refugees in 
eastern Zaire and so far just a very small percentage of that 
huge number have come back. 


Clinton monitors Zaire events, troop plans may change 


HONOLULU (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, calling 
America the world's “indis- 
pensable nation," Saturday 
said be approved plans to 
send U.S. troops to Bosnia' 
and Zaire after assurances 
i their risks "will be limited. ■ 

» " Mr. Qinton spoke by teies 
phone with South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
for about 15 minutes as 
Washington pressed for 
broad-based regional partic- 
ipation in the mission to 
help Rwandan refugees. 

White House Spokeswo- 
man Mary Ellen Glynn no- 
ted the situation was “fluid” 
and that Mr. Clinton was 
awaiting the assessment of 
a 40-member team sent to 
Zaire. 

In the meantime, prepara- 
tions were continuing for 
deployment of U.S. troops, 
including the pre-position- 
ing of support equipment 
and transport aircraft at key 
sites in Germany and else- 
where in Europe, a Penta- 
gon spokesman said. 

The return of tens of thou- 
sands of refugees to Rwan- 
da from Zaire in the last few 
days has changed the nature 
of the problem and plans to 
send troops to Zaire next 
week might be modified. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry said in Washington. 

"There have been some 
very interesting and posi- 


tive developments in Zaire 
in the last two days ” Mr. 
Perry told a news confer- 
ence. “It is possible that our 
plan, die allied plan ... will 
be modified.” 

• Senior- officials told .the 
-■ Washington -Post the United ' 
I States would consult with 1 - 
‘ its" 1 allies in" Stuttgart, - Ge- 
rmany Tuesday after receiv- 
ing ^reports from the survey 
team, which also includes 
representatives from Bri- 
tain, France and Canada. 

“We are standing by in a 
ready mode to move for- 
ward with humanitarian 
support,” said Mr. Peny. He 
emphasised that no changes 
had yet been made. 

But administration offi- 
cials said the developments 
in Zaire meant that fewer 
troops would likely be 
deployed. 

Mr. Clinton this week ag- 
reed in principle to send up 
to 5,000 troops to the region 
to join in a humanitarian 
relief effort to help up to 1 
million refugees facing 
death and starvation. 

But thousands of the refu- 
gees have in the past two 
days begun streaming back 
into Rwanda. 

“If this trend continues, it 
will change substantially 
the nature of the humanitar- 
ian problem” in Zaire, said 
Mr. Perry. “It will not elim- 
inate the need for humani- 


tarian support, but it will 
substantially change the 
nature of that need,” he 
said 

Resting briefly in Hawaii 
before departing Monday 
on -a trip to Australia, the 
Philippines: .and: -Thailand, ’ 
Mr. Clinton used-his weekly 
radio address to -stress the 
nation’s duties and interests 
on the world stage. 

"As I’ve said many times, 
America is the world’s in- 
dispensable nation, the one 
the world looks to for lead- 
ership because of our 
strength and our values," he 
said 

.He said die problems in 
Bosnia and Rwanda “are 
part of Americas responsi- 
bilities in the world” and 
noted Americans must “be 
ready to share our strength 
when our values and our 
interests demand it." 

“I’ve set out clear condi- 
tions for American partici- 
pation to minimise risk and 
give our troops the best pos- 
sible chance to make a dif- 
ference,” Mr. Clinton said 

On Friday, before leaving 
on his 12-day trip, Mr. Clin- 
ton said he bad agreed to 
commit 8.500 U.S. ground 
troops to take part in a new 
NATO mission aimed ax 
fostering peace in Bosnia. 

The current mission, 
which involved some 
20,000 U.S! troops in Bos- 


nia for the past year, will be 
ended. Mr. Clinton said the 
“new mission is clear, is 
limited, and is achievable." 

Although he has approved 
U.S. participation in the 
mission to Zaire in princi- 
ple, Mr. <jliflttin has derrfiQI- " 
ded‘ that certain conditions 
be met' — including having" 
American forces led by V 
U.S. commander even 
though the overall operation 
will be under Canadian 
command. He has been pu- 
shing for assurances from 
the warring factions that the 
mission will not come 
under attack. 

"As Zaire and Bosnia re- 
mind us, differences among 
people can fuel the most 
vicious and violent hat- 
reds.” Mr. Clinton said, 
warning that it only leads to 
“tragedy and despair.” 

“Let us be ready to share 
our strength when our val- 
ues and our interests de- 
mand it, with others around 
the world w’ho need a hand 
to help themselves to reach 
their dreams ” he said. 

Mr. Clinton’s trip will also 
take him to the fourth annu- 
al meeting of the leaders of 
the 18-nation Asia-Pacific 
economic cooperation fo- 
rum. held this year in the 
Philippines. He returns to 
Washington on Nov. 27. 


U.S. seen vetoing new term for Ghali Monday 


UNITED NATIONS 
(R) — Secretary-Gene- 
ral Boutros Ghali ’s 
hopes for a second five- 
year term are expected 
to run into a United 
States veto Monday 
when the Security 
Council begins nomi- 
nating a UJft. chief to 
lead the world body 
into the next century. 

The council, which 
has to choose a candi- 
date for election by the 
185-nation general 
assembly, will begin by 
holding informal con- 
sultations to see whe- 
ther the United States 
has had a change of 
heart. 

Washington has re- 
peatedly called for new 
leadership to reform 
the 5I?year-old United 
Nations. But it has not 
named any preferred 
alternative to the 74- 

i rear-old Egyptian dip- 
omat, whose current 
term expires on Dec. 
31. 

He was formally no- 
minated for re-election 
by Egypt last week and 
his name will be the 


only one on ths first 
secret ballot, held be- 
hind dosed doors. 

According to U.N. 
officials, President Bill 
Clinton has been urged 
to relent in letters from 
Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, 
French President 
Jacques Chirac, Ger- 
man Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, South Afri- 
can President Nelson 
Mandela, Candian 
Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien and Hondu- 
ran President Carlos 
Roberto Reina. 

But U.S. officials say 
Washington's position 
remains unchanged 
and that if Dr. Ghan’s 
nam e is put forward it 
will be vetoed, even 
though be has the 
backing of the Organi- 
sation of African Unity, 
the Arab League and 
many countries indud- 
ing a large segment of 
the 15-nation Security 
Council. 

If Dr. Ghali is vetoed, 
as seems virtually cer- 
tain, the current coun- 
cil President, Nugroho 


Wisnumurti of 

Indonesia, has said pri- 
ority would be given to 
other candidates from 
Africa. 

This is because secre- 
taries-general from 

other regions — such 
as Javier Perez De 
Cuellar of Peru, Kurt 
Waldheim of Austria 
and U Thant of Burma 
— all had two terms in 
office. And if Dr. Ghali 
is denied a second 
term, tradition dictates 
his successor shonld at 
least be another 
African. 

If the council is un- 
able to choose an Afri- 
can, the contest would 
eventually be thrown 
open to candidates 
from other parts of the 
world, though it is 
unclear how many bal- 
lots might be confined 
exdnsively to African 
hopefuls. 

In addition to the 
United States, Russia, 
Britain, China and 
France all have vetoes. 

Among African diplo- 
mats mentioned as po- 
tential candidates are 


Under-Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan of 
Ghana, who heads U.N. 
peacekeeping opera- 
tions; Hamid Algabid 
of Niger, Secretary-Ge- 
neral of the Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic 
Conference; Salim A. 
Salim of Tanzania, the 
Secretary-General of 
the Organisation of .Af- 
rican Unity and Olara 
Otunnu, a former 
Ugandan U.N. envoy 
who heads the New 
York-based Interna- 
tional Peace Academy. 

Some diplomats be- 
lieve the list couid also 
include Abdou Diouf, 
the president of Sene- 
gal; Amara Essy, the 
foreign minister of the 
Ivory Coast and James 
Jonah, Sierre Leone’s 
U.N. ambassador and a 
former U.N. undersec- 
retary-general who 
told Reuters recently 
he did not want the job. 
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‘Hot pursuit’ defies logic 


ONE OF the sticking points in Palestinian-lsraeli 
negotiations on the long-delayed Israeli military 
redeployment in Hebron is Israel's insistence on 
having the right to “hot pursuit” of Palestinians 
suspected of threatening its security. The concept 
means that Israeli soldiers can pursue Palestinians 
inside the city, which will come under the control of 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA), on the 
flimsiest of evidence that a Hebronite or a group of 
Hebronites are plotting an attack against Jewish 
targets inside the city or outside it The (PNA), nat- 
urally, rejects this condition because it contravenes 
the Oslo accords and because the demand's accep- 
tance would make a mockery of the idea behind 
Israel’s withdrawal from Hebron. 

Israel says its concern for the safety of some 400 
Jewish extremists living inside .of the city is the rea- 
son behind its insistence on the right to “hot pur- 
suit” This justification is simply unacceptable, how- 
ever. The Israeli settlers in question happen to be 
heavily armed and well protected by a powerful 
Israeli military contingent which is ready to strike 
effectively against any potential attacker. On the 
other hand, there are over 100,000 Palestinians who 
will be effectively denied security from Jewish fanat- 
ics if Israel’s desire to limit the number and kind of 
weapons that Palestinian police can possess is heed- 
ed. 

That the threat to security and safety in and 
around Hebron comes from Israeli zealots was well- 
established when Baruch Goldstein machine- 
gunned scores of Palestinian worshippers in 
February, 1994. 

. If Israeli, Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
insists on tKisjfohdiddh B6fore'Tit seals an agrefcrtient 
oft the redeployment of troops in Hebron, the PNA 
police should* be property armed to defend 
Palestinians from Jewish extremists who may strike 
at Palestinian civilians. If Hebronites cannot feel 
safe even when they are praying in mosques, they 
cannot be expected to feel safe at their homes and 
workplace. Which defeats a major purpose of the 
peace process. Peace should enable both the 
Palestinians and the Israelis to lead a dignified life 
free from the threat of violence, counterviolence 
and economic deprivation. Otherwise, the peace 
effort will simply collapse. The peace that Israel is 
try ing to impose on Hebron and the Palestinians 
generally is one under which their lives will be 
threatened by proven fanatics. It is a peace that will 
not work and therefore cannot be accepted. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily voiced appreciation for 
the United Nations for announcing at the Cairo eco- 
nomic summit rhar it will urge the Arab countries to 
establish a bank that would finance projects benefiting 
the needy people of the Arab World, who are increasing 
by the day. Yousef Abdullah Mahmoud said that it is 
paintul indeed to see the United Nations give due atten- 
tion to the poor of the Arab World at a time when Arab 
governments are not doing enough to save their own 
kinsmen. Why is it that the Arab states, whose collec- 
tive wealth is quite capable of uprooting all forms of 
poverty in the Arab region, fail to rise to the occasion 
and come to the help of the poor, asked the writer. It is 
true that some Arab funds continue to offer loans to 
Arab governments to enable them to carry out econom- 
ic schemes, yet such funds are adversely affected by the 
political developments which sometimes prompt the 
donors to refrain from releasing funds, he added 
Obviously these funds have to date failed to address the 
questions of poverty and unemployment that are plagu- 
ing most of the Arab countries, except the oil rich 
among them, said to the writer. He added that perhaps 
the United Nations gesture will serve as a catalyst and 
prompt Arab regimes to shoulder their responsibilities 
towards the poor in the Arab World. 


COMMENTING ON the killing of the Jordanian driver 
of the diplomatic car on the road to -Baghdad, Saleh 
Qullab. a writer for A1 Dustour, expressed hope that 
the incident would not adversely affect relations 
between Jordan and Iraq. These relations are sacred and 
must rise above the prevailing circumstances, political 
developments or the whims of highwaymen, he said. 
While placing the blame on the Iraqi authorities, who 
ought to provide security for travellers in general and 
the’ diplomatic missions'in particular, one cannot dis- 
miss the Jordanian foreign ministry’s responsibility for 
the incident, noted the writer. He said that the foreign 
ministry, which realises the extent of danger on the 
Amman-Baghdad road, in light of previous incidents, 
must have provided security’ to the driver, the diplo- 
matic car and the diplomatic pouch which contained 
important documents destined for the Jordanian 
embassy in Baghdad. The Iraqi authorities are to blame 
in the first place, for failing to provide security to the 
Jordanian and other countries’ diplomats who have 
been using the road for the past six years as the only 
land outlet for Iraq under the U.N.-imposed sanctions, 
but it is unjustifiable for the foreign ministry' to 
despatch its documents without sufficient protection, 
said the writer. He added that the two sides ought to 
share responsibility for the tragic incident. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Cairo conference message: 


Cooperation is a two-way street 


NOW THAT the Middle East/North Africa conference in 
Cairo (MENA Cairo) is over and behind us, we can 
breathe a sigh of relief and look back objectively at what 
took place. Progress towards a better Jordan has taken a 
leap forward; and a summary of what the Jordanian econ- 
omy is about has been presented to the world. Meanwhile, 
a new, sophisticated group of technocrats has emerged, 
giving Jordan an aura of modernity that surpassed any- 
thing other countries in the region could offer at the con- 
ference. 

At the Casablanca conference” of ‘94, the message was 
political; a message at which most people of the region 
oratorical ly excel. At the time, the Israelis were entering 
the regional fold and the Arabs were demonstrating to the 
world their willingness to let Israel co-exist with them. In 
Amman in 1995. the conference emphasised regional 
cooperation; the Arabs were proving to the world that 
they were willing to trade with Israel, thus allowing Israel 
further integration. Last week in Cairo, a new message 
was delivered; cooperation is a two-way street: Israel can- 
not expect the Arabs to cooperate and forgive all past acts 
of aggression while it continues to refuse the humanity of 
the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples. Cooperation and 
trust are proven through commitments to peace and secu- 
rity by each party. The recognition that an Arab’s life is 
worth exactly as much as that of an Israeli must become 
instilled in the Israeli way of thinking, otherwise peace 
and trade will suffer; and foreign investment in Israel will 
fall as has been demonstrated before and during the con- 
ference. 

Jordan's approach to the conference was very subtle and 
mature. It reflected a general consensus that Israel was 
not to be the focal point of trade in the region, at least not 
this time. In terms of image building, Jordan was a clear 
winner. Its projects were presented with professionalism, 
focusing on reform and the creation of a new industrial 
sphere that is being developed for investment and com- 
petitiveness. Privatised high growth sectors, such as 
telecommunications and tourism, are proving to be attrac- 
tive to foreign investors everywhere. 

From the financial aspect only time will tell how much 
money will be invested in Jordan as a result of its strong 
presence at the conference. The Jordanian government 
did not postpone the signing of prior agreements until the 
conference as other governments did in a ploy to bam- 
boozle their people. Such an act would have been crimi- 
nal; postponing deals until it is appropriate for the gov- 


ernment to announce them collectively to show that it can 
attract investors causes several millions of dollars in lost 
earnings to be forsaken. SeveraJ-hundred-million-dollar 
investment projects are not granted in three days at a con- 
ference, at least not when it comes to private sector 


money. 


Is peace a vital ingredient to economic growth, devel- 
opment and modernisation? No, it is only vital to region- 
al cooperation. Jordan will modernise in spite of the 
antics of peace haters such as Netanyahu. It has a peace 
treaty with Israel. Maybe not with the person of 
Netanyahu, but with the state of Israel, because had he 
been the president at the time, the treaty would definitely 
not have been signed. Jordan will uphold its part of the 
deal and probably so will Israel. However, Netanyahu for- 
got one thing: peace is made by people and not by cabi- 
nets or agreements. A peace that will last is one where 
people come to know each other, trust and work together, 
view each other as worthy friends, neighbours and col- 
leagues. This trust translates into dollars and cents in 
terms of production expansion and growing markets 
beyond the traditional scope of the nationalistic politics of 
religion and race. 

How can we separate politics from economics when 
Israel blocks Jordanian goods from entering the West 
Bank and Gaza? How can we explain to the average mer- 
chant in Jordan that his product will not sell today to his 
brother or relative in the West Bonk, not because it is 
good or bad but because the Israeli government deems a 
closure politically necessary. Who will compensate the 
Jordanian investor, to whom the invisible hand which 
Adam Smith spoke about several hundred years ago has 
simply been cut and thrown in the deep drawers of hate? 
After all, ours is a small economy where every crisis, no 
matter how small, is felt by all. And the bad news of good 
businesses collapsing because of the political acts of the 
recent Israeli government do not make the price of peace 
to Jordanians any lighter, but several times heavier. 

Israel may have been shown, at the conference, that 
regional trade and peace go hand in hand. Development 
does not necessarily need peace r many economies have 
done very well during times of war. Therefore, nations 
will develop and economic growth will occur in the 
region. However, due to Netanyahu's policies, regional 
trade will take longer to become a reality. Maybe the next 
conference at Doha will be about regional trade and coop- 
eration. and maybe Jordan will do well again. 
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LETTERS 


No to settlements 


To the Editor 


THE U.S. has been extremely permissive regarding 
Israeli settlement policy, and successive American 
administrations have claimed to be “even handed'’ (typ- 
ical of this claim is White House spokesman Nicholas 
Bums’ recent explanation that France cannot act as a 
mediator since, unlike the U.5.. France is not perceived 
as “even handed"). 

However. I will argue that the U.S. only pretends to 
concern itself with the well-being of the settlers in 
Hebron; if their deep psychological needs were under- 
stood, Americans like the Levingers and their followers 
(including their hero, the late Baruch Goldstein) would 
not need to risk their lives in a hostile foreign environ- 
ment where their talents are unappreciated — nay. 
sometimes even resented! The Pilgrim Fathers fought 
for a New Jerusalem in (he real Promised Land. 
America, the true birthright of these sterling citizens. 

If President Clinton really understood the subliminal 
motivations of these misunderstood Americans, he 
would invite them home. Of course, to make the invita- 
tion really compelling, he would have to withhold — 
being cruel only to be kind — * a few billion dollars from 
the usual American largesse to Israel unless and until 
this offer is accepted. Why should the privilege of sanc- 
tions be reserved for harmless little places like Cuba 
and the now devastated Iraq? 

And what are these deep needs? First, there is the 
longing for a home. Is it not obvious that New York is 
the place to satisfy this burning need? We must build an 
exact replica of the Ibrahimi Mosque in some asphalt 
jungle in the inner city of New York, since this building 
seems to hold an irresistible attraction for our compa- 
triots. For a few extra thousand dollars we could even 
decorate it with barbed wire and sandbags, just to give 
it a homey touch. You may object that it would take the 
thrill out of praying in this mosque if it were actually 
their own rather than someone else’s. and I have 
thought of that: the good ecumenical Catholics of St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral (many of whom visit Israel as a 
kind of early Christian theme park) would be more than 
happy to welcome their Jewish brethren for prayers. , 
though possibly the New York police would request 
that they leave their heavy weapons in a stack near the 
holy water font at the rear of the church. 

Suppose the need is also to use these weapons to 


shoot live humans (as suggested by the periodic mas- 
sacres in which they indulge in the mosque in 
Hebron). Not to worry! We have a film industry which 
has made serial muidcr psychically understandable, 
and we could save millions of dollars by taking 
groups of inmates from death row in various U.S. 
prisons, assembling them (unarmed, of course) in the 
New Ibrahim Mosque in New York and, on appropri- 
ate festal occasions — say The Feast of the Atonement 
or Yom Kippur — the Jewish settlers could come in 
and machine-gun them all. Of course, the expensive 
carpets could be removed on such occasions so they 
would not be defaced by those expensive blood stains. 

If all these home comforts arc not enough and there 
is still a CTying need to run amok periodically, destroy 
cars, break windows and loot their neighbours* stores, 
we could open branches of The Gap, 1. Magnins and 
Woolworths in the vicinity of the mosque. Regular 
days for looting and pillaging could he set aside, funds 
from the U.N. Peacekeeping Funds being diverted to 
cover the losses of these stores: this would be much 
cheaper than the expenditure of millions to send sol- 
diers abroad. 

If Mr. Bums finds the behaviour of these settlers 
defensible in the West Bank, surely they would be 
positively laudable back home. We already have 
enclaves of wealthy citizens living behind barbed 
wire, under guard from their more financially chal- 
lenged neighbours. Furthermore, the fine family val- 
ues of our settler citizens would come handy for vari- 
ous campaigns — like “just say no to drugs" 
announced by Mrs. Reagan, and the "kinder, gentler 
world** envisioned by George Bush. They have the 
almost uniqifc advantage in Ihe fight against drugs in 
the inner cities: not only arc they trained in the use of 
weapons of mass destruction, they also come 
equipped with a complete indifference as to whether 
their neighbours like them or not. 

Bur think of the fringe benefits: the city of Hehron 
would have its own mosque and its central market- 
place back, its school children could go to school 
without being bludgeoned to death, and a precedent 
for a peaceful solution to the whole Palcstine-Ismcli 
problem would be established. 

But this beautifully equable solution is only possible 
if the U.S. gives the nccessa^ good example; just say 
no to all illegal settlements in the Palestinian lands. 


Dr. A. Clare Brandabur, 
Amman. 
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Human rights 
violations — how 


far a country can go 


By Wadeed M. Sadi 


MINISTER OF information. Dc Marwan Muashcr, was the fist 
official ever who came close to admitting that there may have been 
••excesses" in the country and to suggest that the aggrieved people 
should think in terms of lodging complaints to the judiriaiy to 
redress fodr grievances. 

This ‘‘constrained, muted admission" that the country has expe- 
rienced violations of human rights is itself a giant step in the tight 
direction and may constitute a breakthrough in the attempt to weed 
out human rights abuses in Jordan if more can be allowed to be 
constructed on its edifice. 

If we stop to think why foe minister of information went farther 
than all officials in admitting that a human tights problem docs 
indeed exist in our midst, wc may find the answer in the minister’s 
personal profile as an enlightened man of high integrity win can- 
not imagine how a fledging democracy as the one we enjoy in 
Jordan can ever be immune from violations of human rights. 

It was very smart of Dc Muashcr to say the obvious since it is 
taken for granted that the country’s experimentation in democracy 


has yet to run its full course- Instead of flat and blanket denials of 
all human rights contraventions, other high officials are called 
upon to follow in the footsteps of the minister of information so 
that our credibility in this regard can be enhanced. Besides, there 
is no country on our planet which does not experience some form 
of human rights violation or another. Repeated denials of the exis- 
tence of human rights problems in our midst would only serve to 
destroy the credibility of the country as a whole. In short it is not 
shameful to recognise the existence of the problem and authorities 
should proceed on that basis.. 

The significance of an admission of guilt lies also in the fact that 
redressing the problem of human rights begins with the acceptance 
of its existence. As long as we reject even the possibility of human 
rights violations, there can be no beginning in the heeling or recti- 
fication process. That is why we should not stop where Or. 
Muasher has left but rather continue to search for remedies that are 
effective and institutional. 

Dr. Muasher has proposed that affected people who believe that 
their human rights have been violated resori to litigation. This pro- 
posal could be the right thing to do in advanced democracies 
where all the necessary institutional arrangements and legislative 
actions have been done and completed: in our milieu, though, not 
just yet 

If we ore talking here of Sweden or Denmark, then there can be 
no doubt that citizens may take their grievances to foe courts of the 
land for redress. In states such as Jordan, where foe process of 
deraocrari sation has not been completed, reliance on the judiciary 
at this early stage may not be foe roost operational way to go about 
solving the problem. 

If we concede that a problem regarding human rights does in 
fact exist, then we must stop and ask ourselves if the problem is 
associated with foe incompletion of the democratic process, in 
which case foe remedy would lie fust and foremost with haying 
the necessary political will to rectify the issue. It strikes me as pre- 
mature to rely so much on - foejudidajy bdfbre the sofigBtedp^ie. 
ical will is exercised in favour of a higher level ofidviJ and polit- 
ical rights, over and above the economic, social and oil rural rights. 

It seems to be that our sense of insecurity, due to past and cur- 
rent events, has effectively prevented us from going all the way in 
support of all human rights. In a way, this may be understandable 
when it comes to human rights that are not so basic, but no longer 
defensible when it comes to basic human rights which cannot be 
derogated from even in cases of emergencies. 

Admittedly, there is a school of thought in many 'developing 
countries which is in favour of adopting shortcut approaches to 
security and stability. New countries which form the majority of 
the developing world have yet to feel confident enough to relax 
their vigilance against threats to their very existence. 

It must be borne in mind, in this vein, that no defence of human 
rights can be taken for a breakdown in law and order in any coun- 
try, whether developed or developing. Promotion and protection of 
human rights are never meant to serve as a licence to fknn inter- 
nal security. On this much wc can all agree. Where disagreement 
may genuinely and fairly exist among well-intentioned people on 
any side is on how to attain security and stability without tres- 
passing fundamental human rights, i.e., whether to adopt shortcuts 
to safeguard internal security or follow the longer but more inter- 
nationally acceptable methodology of securing the safety and 
well-being of the country. 

As mentioned earlier, by and large, developing countries have 
opted for the shortcut because it is simpler, cheaper and bears fruit 
immediately. The developed nations have chosen foe longer but 
more sophisticated route because it is fairer, more legitimate and 
more effective in foe long tun. There will come a moment in time 
when we will have to choose between belonging to foe developing 
countries' camp or advance to foe developed states group. The 
. derision is certainly not an easy one for officials who would have 
to deal with security-related issues and feel they cannot afford the 
luxury of experimenting with the unknown. 

As a student of international human rights, T would accept to go 
as far as to entertain a deal or compromise under which derogat- 
ing human rights could be "violated," but non-derogating ones 
could not under any circumstance, including emergency situa- 
tions. Thjs is indeed a very controversial position to take on 
human rights, bur L for one, would be willing to tolerate it tem- 
porarily as long as non -derogative human rights are never violat- 
ed. 

I would base my position on Ajtide 4 of foe International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which happens to be legal- 
ly binding on Jordan because it was ratified by our country in the 
late seventies The Article reads as follows: “In time of public 
emergency which threatens foe life of foe nation and the existence 
of which is officially proclaimed, foe States Parties (Jordan includ- 
ed) to the present Covenant may take measures derogating from 
fodr obligations under foe present Covenant to foe extent strictly 
required by the exigencies of foe situation, provided that such 
measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations under 
international law and do nut involve discrinu'nation solely on the 
ground of race, colour, sex. language, religion or social origin " 

The crunch line is mentwned in paragraph 2 of foe same provision, 
where n is clearly stated foot "no derogation from articles 6. 7. * 
(paragraphs 1 and 2). I US. 16. and 18 may be made under this pro- 
vismn. even when an emergency is officially declared 
Ankle 6 fa nbour ihe righi ,n life me mn . KCCIlU , ilitv of ^ 
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By Chris Dunkerley 

“YOU COULD call me a 
horse whisperer,” says 
Moniy Roberts. “But I 
don't whisper. I listen.” 

The 61 -year-old Ameri- 
can can take an untrained 
horse and persuade it to 
accept saddle, bridle and 
rider within 30 minutes — 
by communicating with the 
animal in its own language. 

For thousands of years, 
humans have been “break- 
ing in” horses, through 
methods of intimidation 
and punishment, 10 use 
diem for agriculture, trans- 
port, war and pleasure. The 
aim is to break the horse’s 
willpower, and the process 
usually lakes weeks. 

Roberts, from Salinas, 
California, believes he is 
the first person to train 
horses using their language. 

“I felt as if I had been 
dropped on another planet,” 
he says of the moment 
when he first learned to 
“speak” it. 

He was watching herds of 
wild horses in the Nevada 
desert when he was 13. “I 
saw one adolescent who 
was a little hellion — a 
trouble-maker,” he says. 
“He kicked and bit the other 


horses, so the matriarch of 
the herd disciplined him. 
She drove him away, let 
him back, banished him 
again and then loved him 
until he was one of the 
team. Ail of this was done 
with a complex body lan- 
guage." 

The teenage boy went 
home and tried breaking in 
a few horses using the same 
methods. It worked, but his 
father was appalled and 
beat him savagely. This was 
not the recognised way to 
tame an animal. 

Roberts remembers 
watching his father break in 
a horse the traditional way. 
“He got on and off, kicked 
it in the belly, tried to raise 
some fight in it. If it 
responded, he whipped it.” 

Most of the horses used in 
the world are soil broken in 
this way. But he says: “I felt 
even at a young age that 
this was wrong" — that 1 
would do things different- 
ly." 

Because of the hostile 
reaction of men such as his 
father, who “grew up in a 
kiil-or-be-killed atmos- 
phere, where men were 
tough or they were gone,'’ 
he used his skill in secret. “1 
hid from everybody,”, he 


horses teach trainers to be gentle 


says. “I took enough abuse 
from many people.” 

He describes how the ani- 
mals communicate: “A 

horse’s language is a body 
language that uses the eyes, 
head, neck, shoulders, hips. 
There are no words, only 
phrases that mean ‘1 don’t 
want to go here.* ‘I love 
this* or *1 want to come to 
you’.” 

While conventional train- 
ing is all about negative 
reinforcement — “Gallop 
now or I'll hit you” — this 
language, that Roberts calls 
Equus. is positive, making 
the horse want to join the 
herd, join the team and 
achieve a goal. 

Watching him work with 
an untrained horse is a 
strange experience, not just 
because of his signals, but 
also because he can predict 
the animal's responses. 
They seem 10 be perform- 
ing a ritual dance. Sure 
enough, rhe horse accepts 
bridle, saddle and rider 
after 23 minutes. 

People are finding that 
horses trained and treated in 
this way end up performing 
better. 

Roberts was in Britain as 
part of a tour of Europe and 
North America to demon- 
strate his method and publi- 
cise a book he has written, 
“The man who listens to 
horses", which challenges 
the traditional understand- 
ing of horses and gives 
details of his study of and 
life with animals. He has 
also worked with deer, cats, 
dogs and birds. 

Many developed coun- 
tries have experienced a 
social shift in recent years 
in the way people relate to 
animals. From protests 
about fox hunting and the 


transport of live calves, to 
the growth of vegetarian- 
ism, the move had been 
away from exploitation 
towards compassion — 
some would say sentimen- 
tality. 

Perhaps it is because ani- 
mals are no longer so 
important for survival in 
these societies. Roberts 
says that his father grew up 
in the tail end of the pioneer 
days of the U.S. “Wild 
West ” which was founded 
on the use of the horses. 

In societies where horses 
ore more about luxury than 
labour, Roberts’ skill has 
earned him a job as “psy- 
chologist*’ to difficult race 
horses. 

in 1991, a horse called 
Lomitas refused to enter the 
starting stalls for a race in 
Cologne, Germany. He 
injured a number of men 
and was banned from rac- 
ing. Roberts was called in 
to help. Ten days later, 
Lomitas was allowed back 
in the stalls. He won that 
race, and went on to earn 
1 .600,001) Deutschemarks 
in prize money. 

The horse whisperer is 
proud of his efforts to make 
the world a better place for 
horses. 

"The way we treat horses 
and other animals,” he says, 
“is as if we turned the clock 
back to caveman days, and 
it would be OK for me to 
grab a woman by the hair, 
kick her in the belly, drag 
her away and have my way 
with her, stick her in a cave 
and say, ‘You're mine and 
I’ll go get another.’ If that’s 
OK, it's OK to treat horses 
the way we do. It's not even 
good sense” 


Gemini News Service 
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Portugal wrestles with the demon behind the wheel 


iBy-Samantba McArthur 

* -■ ■ ■ * Renter 

LISBON -- Orson Welles 
said he was only frightened 
twice in his life — once 
when he broke his legs, 
and once when he took a 
taxi in Lisbon. 

The actor had good rea- 
son to fear Portuguese 
roads. They have the high- 
est death rate in Western 
Europe. 

The number of deaths per 
1,000 tonnes of fuel con- 
sumed is nearly twice chat 
of Italy and Belgium, two 
other European countries 
with a reputation for hair- 
raising driving. 

Last year 2,165 people 
were killed in 50,000 car 
accidents, up from 1.964 
the previous year, in a 
country with a population 
of just 10 million. 

Police warn tourists who 
are brave enough to hire a 
car to expect the inexplica- 
ble. 

It is not uncommon to see 
trucks overtaking a line of 
cars on a bend at the brow 
of a hill, or to be forced off 
the road on to the hard 
shoulder which often 
serves as an extra lane. 

Politicians describe the 
accident rate as a national 
disgrace and have 
launched repeated preven- 
tion campaigns which have 
so far failed to make a dent 
on the statistics. 

“The average Portuguese 
is a nice guy, quite a gen- 
tleman, but behind the 
wheel he becomes a fiend, 
using his car as a tool to 
assert himself," said traffic 
police chief Matos da 
Silva, who has spent 20 


LISBON (R) — Portugal’s 
tourism operators, fighting tough 
competition in package holidays, 
to going upmarket, promoting 
golf and sailing and expanding 
3b road to reduce their reliance on 
the sun-and-sand market. 

"Portugal should go for quali- 
ty. because ai the quality end of 
d* market our prices are com- 
petitive," said Andre Jordan, 
president of Lusotun a leading 
^°nugnese leisure group. 

The. number of package 
tourists visiting. Portugal from its 
reain markets, Britain and Ger- 
many, fell this year as many. 
w Dnied about job security and 



Portuguese cars destroyed in road accidents are piled up at a junk yard near Braga village. Portugal's roads have the highest death rate in west-, 
ern Europe. Last year 2,165 people were kiled in 50,000 accidents up from 1,954 the previous year, in a countin' with a population of just 10 mil- 
lions (Reuter photo ) 


years dealing with demon 
drivers. 

Outside the Lisbon 
police sration where he 
works a sign saying “Slow, 
school ahead" lies crushed 


on the pavement like a bro- 
ken lollipop in the wake of 
a passing driver. 

Law Professor Germano 
Marques da Silva, who 
drafted a new highway 


code two years ago, says 
the Portuguese can no 
longer blame their old cars 
and pot-holed roads since 
increased wealth and Euro- 
pean Union funds have 


broughr motorways and 
Mercedes 10 replace the 
20-year-old Fiat 600s. 

“The roads haven't kept 
up with Portugal’s car 
fever in recenr years but 


that isn't the real problem. 
It's Jack of good manners 
and education. To drive 
defensively requires matu- 
rity," he said. 

Matos da Silva agrees: 


, u-. . t . 

“Our. driving, test is quite 
demanding and the schools 
teach good technical skills, 
but they don’t instil an eth- 
ical approach to driving.” 

The Portuguese are not 
necessarily less mature or 
ethical than other Euro- 
peans but they are more 
likely to feel they will get 
away with a death -defying 
U-turn. 

Whereas in the rest of 
Western Europe a police 
car patrols an average 
stretch of 35 to 45 km , in 
Portugal it must cover an 
average 130 km. 

“We’re not worse drivers 
than the Italians. It’s just 
that we have fewer police- 
men,” said Marques da 
Silva. 

One senior police officer 
who did not wish to be 
identified said the Por- 
tuguese sense of impunity 
had its roots in the 1974 
revolution which over- 
threw decades 'Of - right- 
wing dictatorship.. ^ 

“At that; time peb^were 
so drunk on liberty they, 
called us ‘fascists’ if we 
booked them for speed- 
ing.” 

He said the complexities 
of the Portuguese courts, 
where cases involving traf- . 
fic offences- might-, be -held 
up for years and then^swept, 
away by an amnesty, had 
deepened drivers’ sense 
that they were untouch- 
able. 

The 1994 highway code 
has cut back much of this 
bureacracy and introduced 
suffer penalties but experts 
say it will take time to 
change deep-seated atti- 
tudes. 

TTiey cite the success of 


: ndgfrbqtmng Spain which 
dramatically,, .-reduced its 
accident rate recently by 
creating tougher penalties 
and running a campaign 
which put scenes from the 
day’s bloodiest accidents 
on prime-time television. 

“People said shock tac- 
tics wouldn’t work here ” 
Marques - da Silva said. 
“They said the Portuguese 
didn’t like blood and guts 
and would switch off their 
televisions, so we .got a 
nice campaign with actors 
which didn't offend — and 
didn’t work.” 

Secretary of State for the 
Interior Armando . Vara, 
who recently launched a 
new accident prevention 
campaign, favours shock 
tactics but thinks higher 
police visibility is the key 
to the problem. 

"The only thing that will 
get people to fundamental- 
ly idler their behaviour is 
the knowledge that some- 
one just around the comer 
will be watching what they 
are up to," he told the daily 
newspaper Publico. 

Jorge Almeida Santos, a 
. psychologist at the Univer- 
- _suy .of thg^Minho in north- 
1 efff Portugal, believes the 
cultural and psychological 
reasons why the Por- 
tuguese drive badly are 
often used as an excuse. 

“Blaming the drivers — 
an amorphous mass that 
doesn't answer back — is 
easy. The driver is the 
scapegoat for poor road 
management and insuffi- 
cient policing.” 


Portugal’s tourism industry goes upmarket 


put off by a strong escudo, 
shopped around for cheaper 
deals 10 other destinations such 
as Turkey and Egypt. 

“A lot of people book at the 
last minute. They don t care 
about the destination. They just 
want sunshine." said Bill Bux- 
ton. group director ol operations 
of the Ptuaaa group. Portugal's 
second biggest hotel chain. “It’s 
a price issue." 

The strength of the escudo is 
strangling package tourism to the 
Algarve region of southern Por- 
tugal which brings in some 600 
billion escudos (S3.S5 billion) a 
year, about 60 per cent of ihc 


country’s total tourism receipts, 
business leaders said. 

Operators are turning increas- 
ingly to high-income tourists and 
promoting niche markets, build- 
ing stylish accoinmodaiiivi 
beside golf courses and marina.-., 
which they believe will guaran- 
tee occupancy during the low 
season winter months. 

“Golf is a growth market 
across the world." said Sicfano 
Soviotti. head of the Portuguese 
Hotels Association and president 
of the Dom Pedro hotels chain. 

“Demand for golf is vety 
arong in Portugal especially in 
the winter when golf courses in 


northern Europe are water- 
logged." he told Reuters. 

Lusotur's Jordan, who is buikJ- 
inc Europe's largest residential 
tourism complex in the Algarve, 
which includes goir courses and 
a marina, said: **We have 38 golf 
courses in Portugal, It's a very 
low number. We need to double 
it." 

The Brazilian entrepreneur 
said Ihc tourism industry should 
promote longer term use of mari- 
nas during the winter months. 

"Wc need to convince Euro- 
peans <0 keep their boats here by 
offering attractive facilities such 
as good hotels and restaurants 


near marinas," he said. 

Portugal has a strategic loca- 
tion for sailing vessels passing 
between the Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean.. 

Mr. Saviotti said authorities 
had to boost infrastructure such 
as roads, airports and health ser- 
vices to attract tourists: 

He said poor flight connections 
between European capitals and 
Portugal and insufficient shuttles 
between Lisbon and the Algarve 
could dissuade business people 
front choosing golfing holidays 
or conferences in the Algarve. 

• “We arc putting pressure on 
the government 10 improve infra- 


structure and transport." Mr. 
Savioni said. 

Tourism, mainly from northern 
Europe and Spain, accounts for 
some seven per cent of Portu- 
gal’*, gross domestic product 
tGDP) and ranks alongside tex- 
tiles as the sector contributing 
most 10 national wealth. 

Some Portuguese tourism 
groups are expanding abroad to 
spread risks from a stagnant 
home market where the number 
of visitors rose by just 3.5 per 
cent and revenues by 3.7 percent 
from 1990 to 1995. business 
leaders said. 

Pesiana has invested in hotel 


management iu Mozambique, a 
growing market. The Sol Hottl 
group. Portugal's biggest hotel 
chain, has interests in hotels in 
Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde. 

The Dom Pedro group, which 
operates five luxury hotels in 
Portugal has agreed to take pan 
in a joint venture 10 build a hotel 
on a prestigious golf course in 
the Moroccan capital qf Rabat. 

Lusotur is not planning to 
expand abroad but hopes to 
attract foreign tourists to its 100 
billion escudo (5644 million) 
Vi la moura complex. 20 km from 
Faro, which should be finished a 
decade from now. 


“It will be tire biggest tourism 
complex in Europe," Mr. Jordan 
said. "Vilamoura already has 
35,000 beds — more than the 
island of Madeira," he said. 
“When it is finished, it will be 
bigger than Monte Carlo." 

The project will add 25.000 
beds to the existing Vilamoura 
complex as well as a shopping 
and health centre. 18-hole golf 
course, cinemas, discos, bowling 
and horse-riding facilities. 

Vilamoura is aimed at middle 
and higher income consumers, 
Mr. Iordan said. 

"wWe look at Ourselves as an 
international product." 


J 
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WTO report says U.S. must 



its markets open 


GENEVA (R) — The Unit- 
m States, the world's largest 
trading nation, must keep its 
markets open and resist 
pressures at home to lake 
unilateral trade measures, a.' 
report by the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) has 
said, 

A liberal and predictable 
U.S. market will help main- 
tain growth in domesric pro- 
ductivity and is also vital for 
the "health of the 
international trading system, 
it said. 

The review of U.S. trade 
policy was written by WTO 
economists. 

Commitments made by 
rhe United States under the 
1 994 Uruguay trade liberali- 
sation accoid included a 
trade-weighted tariff reduc- 
tion of some 35 per cent by 
1 999, the report said 

But Washington has con- 
tinued with regional, bilater- 
al and unilateral trade ini na- 
tives . and its multi-track 
approach including investi- 


gations under its “section 
301“ trade law can be a 
source of tension within the 
multilateral system. it 
added. 

“While an open, pre- 
dictable world trading sys- 
tem continues to be crucial 
for the well-being of the 
U.S. economy, the converse 
is also true an open, pre- 
dictable U.S. economy is 
crucial for the health of the 
world trading system," 
WTO said. 

“It is therefore crucial that 
the United States and its 
partners utilise the system to 
maintain multilateralism as 
the key to future develop- 
ments and discourage pres- 
sures for increased bilateral- 
ism or unilateralism." the 
report added. 

Major trading partners, 
including Japan and the 
European Union fEU). were 
expected to express concern 
in the closed-door talks over 
unilateral, retaliatory mea- 
sures taken by Washington 


to force open foreign mar- 
kets or punish Cuba. Iran 
and Libya. 

The EU is on course to 
win establishment of a WTO 
dispute settlement panel on 
Nov. 20 to examine its com- 
plaint that the U.S. Heltns- 
Burton law punishing for- 
eign companies in Cuba is 
extra-ierri tonal and violates 
WTO free trade laws. 

But the WTO report on the 
L r nited States, its first since 
1 994, said trade had become 
increasingly important in 
U.S. economic activity and 
had served as a “counter- 
cyclical buffer". 

“In the early 1990s. 
exports cushioned the 
impact of the U.S. recession, 
demonstrating the impor- 
tance for the United States 
that its producers have 
secure, liberal access to for- 
eign markets, within a 
strong rules-based multilat- 
eral system." 

The* United States contin- 
ues to be the world’s largest 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

A large multinational company opening a representative office in 

Amman requires: 

SECRETARY/OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

Must have: 


$ 


Certificate or degree in business, commerce or other relevant field. 
Excellent secretarial skills such as typing, filing, scheduling, 
self correspondence, etc. 

Equal mastery of English and Arabic 
Excellent working knowledge of MS Word. Excel and 
Harvard Graphics or equivalent PC programs 
Minimum 3 years experience, preferably in a 
multinational environment . 


In addition to the above and in view of the expanded responsibilities 

that the position entails the ideal candidate will have: 

• Some Ihjency. with numbers - 

• The atSSity tcf grasp basic business concepts ‘ V 

• The ability and eagerness to handle and coordinate various 
projects and a strong personality that allows her to grow in 
her job, acquire more responsibilities and deal confidently 
with customers, suppliers and colleagues. 

Please apply in strictest confidence with photo, references and full 

C.V. to: 

Mr. FADI R.K. CHAHROURI 
P.O.BOX 5414 
AMMAN 


THE Daily Crossword by Eugene Puffenberger 


ACROSS 
7 Dispute 
5 Roe source 
9 Despots 

14 Tide's partner 

15 Young salmon 

16 Logger's contest 

17 — about (circa) 

1 8 Killer whaie 

19 Video's partner 

20 Baked potato 
lopping 

22 Cary or Ulysses 

23 Threadneedle. 

e-g- 

24 Encompassed 
by 

26 Printing error 
29 " — have danced 
alt rochf 
33 Humiliate 
37 Acts human 

39 Am. info. org. 

40 Composer 
Edouard 

41 Vernacular 

42 Pesky insect 

43 In — ot 

44 Without water 

45 Dishonor 

46 Hi-fi 
48 Snout 
50 Snare 

52 Threal words 
57 Car or chatr 
60 Hard candies 
67 Seed used tor • 
flavoring 

64 English 
composer 

65 Far from slack 

66 Harbors 

67 Permits 

6S Concerning 

69 Wintry 
precipitation 

70 Arguable 
?1 Slangy 

negative 
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161 162 


64 


67 


170 


153 '5* 155 156 


65 


68 


[71 


4 1996 T«iByn$ U»3 Services. I«C 
ai; ngno reseivea 


DOWN- 

1 Facing a glacier 

2 Wine grape ; 

3 Love affair 

4 — Haute. IN’ 

5 Flashy in attire 

6 Hulch animal 


7 Medieval chest 

8 Play ' 

9 Calamitous 

10 Prospecior 

11 Alan or Robert 

12 Bridle part 

13 Chimney din 
21 Whaie 

25 Water vapor 
27 Parisian papa 

26 Church 
instrument 

30 Certain school: 
abbr. 

31 Novelist 
O’Flaherty 

32 Fruit 

33 Well That..." 
3d Fishing need 

35 Nautical term 

36 Lemon feature 
38 Newspaper 

section, briefly 
41 Celebes ox 
45 European 
47 Borgnine 
49 Most lender 
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51 Sacred song 

53 Use room 
service 

54 Grassy plain 

55 Eat noisily 

56 Cosmetician 
Lauder 


57 Weakens 

58 Organic 
compound 

55 Vok — (witness 

exam i 

61 Cookie 

62 Biblical word 


single trading nation in both 
goods and services, with 
some 15 per cent of mer- 
chandise and 16 per cent of 
services' exports. 

Trade represented 23.6 per 
cent of gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) in 1995. up from 
20.76 per cenr in 1990. the 
report said. 

“The European tftiion 
remains the largest market 
for U.S. merchandise 
expons but there is an ongo- 
ing shift in the direction of 
U.S. trade toward East Asia, 
which is now the most 
important source of 
imports," it said. 

The services sector has 
assumed a greater share of 
U.S. output, accounting for 
about two-thirds of GDP, or 
some four times the share of 
manufactured goods. Ser- 
vices also accounted for 65 
per cent of employment last 
year. 

It was in the U.S. interest 
to keep and improve its open 
and competitive services 
sector, according to the 
report. This went especially 
for input' services such as 
finance, communications 
and transport, where pro- 
ductivity gains can signifi- 
cantly lower costs in other 
sectors such as manufactur- 
ing. 

The United States invests 
less as a share of GDP than 
its industrial counterparts, 
but prosperity is under- 
pinned with very efficient 
resource allocation and high 
capital productivity, accord- 
ing to the 224-page report. 

A major element in main- 
taining productivity was the 
openness of the U.S. econo- 
my. which helps to keep 
economic players under 
constant pressure to allocate 
resources efficiently. 

. ‘This also means that it is 
in the United States' own 
best interest to keep its mar- 
kets securely open," it 
added. 

The United States, in the 
first major trade policy 
statement since President 
Bill Clinton's reelection. 
Monday issued a ringing 
statement of commitment to 
open markets and WTO 
rules.Deputy Trade Repre- 
sentative Jeffrey Lang, 
speaking at the start of the 
WTO debate on the report, 
said: “The openness of our 
market and the increasing 
openness of foreign markets 
have undoubtedly con- 
tributed to the growth of 
U.S. trade and the overall 
robust health of the U.S. 
economy in recent years." 


Netanyahu sees $1.3 billion 
in privatisation in coming year 


TEL AVIV. Israel (AP) — 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has said that be 
planned to launch a mas- 
sive privatisation pro- 
gramme and predicted that 
foreign investors will not 
be scared away by Arab- 
Israeli tensions. 

In an interview with 
Cable News Network, Mr. 
Netanyahu also said peace 
was not the main. factor in 
assuring Israel’s prosperi- 
ty- 

“Peace is important and 
necessary but not a suffi- 
cient condition for the 
kind of growth that are 
going to see in Israel in the 
coming years... Tbe most 
critical thing we can do is 
open up the economy, lib- 


eralise it, deregulate, pri- 
vatise with a vengeance,” 
he explained. 

"I think you’re going to 
see privatisation at least of 
four billion shekels ($1.25 
billion) in the coming 
year,” Mr. Netanyahu said. 
“That's our minimal pro- 
gramme." 

Mr. Netanyahu rejected 
claims that foreign 
investors, which have 
poured billions of dollars 
into the Jewish state in 
recent years, will now be 
more timid. 

“The really smart money 
has figured out that we are 
going to move on peace, 
and they can read behind 
the headlines very well, 
and they understand our 


commitment to peace, 
both to the Palestinians 
and the Syrians." he said. 

He added investors know 
that "the most undervalued 
assets, financial and tech- 
nological, are in Israel ... I 
have some of the great 
entrepreneurs in the world 
now talking to us about 
buying banks, buying gov- 
ernment companies." 

Responding to charges 
that little has been done 
during his five months in 
office. Mr. Netanyahu 
said: “you need to take the 
time to prepare the legal 
briefs that will enable you 
to push the privatisation 
through, so it's not 
stopped in the courts." 

Mr. Netanyahu predict- 


ed that labour-intensive 

industries from Israel will 
increasingly set up manu- 
facturing sites in neigh- 
bouring Arab countries 
where the cost of labour is 
less expensive. Mean- 
whils, the percentage of 
Israeli families defined as 
“poor" declined, in 1995 
for the first time in six 
years, according to an offi- 
cial report. “In 1995, for 
the first time since 19S9, a 
decline was registered in 
the scope of poverty in 
Israel," said the report . 

“The percentage of poor 
families declined from 18 
per cent of all tbe families 
in 1994 to 16.8 per cent in 
1995," it said. 
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UC Dollar 

. 

1.5090 

0.6011 

1.2785 

111.05 

1.3384 

1518.18 

1.6922 

5.1055 

DE M-rfc 

0.6527 

- 

0.3981 

0.8471 

73.58 

0.8867 

1005.75 

1.1213 

3.3829 

CB Stcrllinj; 

1.6635 

2.5115 

- 

2.1261 

184.73 

241264 

2525.49 

2.8150 

84930 

CH Franc 

0.7822 

117.B8 

0.4699 

- 

86.84 

1.0464 

1187.01 

132.33 

3.9918 

JP Yen 

0.0090 

1.3582 

0.5409 

1.1508 

- 

1.2047 

13.67 

152.31 

4.5954 

CA Dollar 

0.7472 

1.1178 

0.4541 

0.9401 

1.20 

- 

1133.38 

1.2529 

3.7917 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

0.9933 

0.3956 

0.0842 

1369.11 

0.8810 

- 

11.14 

3.3607 

NL Guilder 

0.5909 

89.15 

0.3550 

75.54 

65.58 

0.7907 

896.90 

- 

3.0162 

FR Franc 

0.1959 

0.2955 

0.1177 

25.0367 

21.73 

0.2621 

33.14 

33.1400 
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I— 

Brent 

23.50 

23.85 

IV. Trux 

24.10 

2440 

B<in\ 

2340 

23.85 

Dubai 

21.85 

21.95 

ULCai 

219.00 

224.00 
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ga 

SA Rival 

0.2666 

0.4025 

0.16029 

0.34103 

29.6235 

AE Dirham 

0J723 

0411 

0.16367 

0.34824 

30.2489 

K\V Dinar 

3.3512 

5.05817 

2.0145 

4.28C33 

372.301 

BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.0032 

1.59464 

3.39213 

294.724 

CY Pciund 

2.1724 

3.2782 

1.3055 

2.7774 

241.245 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 




KSifi 1 








Gold to/s) 

380 

380.5 








Silver fttt’s) 

4.94 

4.96 


USD 

5.25 

5J7 

5.40 

5.46 

5.65 

Platinum lot's) 

384.5 

385.5 


GBP 

,6.03 

6.40 

6.59 

6.78 

6.87 

A L (3 Months) 

1440 

1443 


JPY 

0.34 

0.34 

0.51 

0.50 

0.59 

CV (3 Months) 

2138 

2143 


DEM 

2.84 

3.06 

3.06 

3.10 

3.15 

Zinc P Munths) 

1062 

1066 


FRF 

3.30 

3.33 

3.42 

3.45 

3.53 

Lead (3 Months) 

723 

728 


CHF 

1.72 

1.88 

2.00 

T.93 

2.18 

NI P Months) 

7020 

7060 


ITL 

7.50 

7.29 

6.96 

6.76 

6.65 
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CulTcc (c/lhs) 

119.33 

Sp.il 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1365 

Spill 

Sugar (S/tnn) 

310.5 

Spul 

Wheat prion) 

140 

■Spol 

Suva (c/lbs) 

22.23 

Spirt 

Tea (vtg/kgi 

118 

S|h4 

Barlcj-fS/bjh) 

2_24 

Spirf 

Rice' ( S/ton) 

470 

Spul 





US Dnllar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Slrrlllnp 

1.1766 

1.1825 

DE Mark 

0.4686 

0.4709 

' Til Franc 

0.553 

0.5558 

FR Franc 

0.1387 

0.1394 

JP Yen 

0.6366 

0.6398 

NL Guilder 

0.4179 

0.42 

IT Lira 

0.4659 

0.4682 


Peanuts 


6IRL5 LIKE 
COMPLIMENTS.. 



IF YOU WANT TO 
IMPRESS THAT LITTLE 
RED-HAIRED GIRL. 
5M SOMETHING 
NICE TO HER.. 


YOU LOOK REALLY 
CUTE TODAY/ 




THAT IMPRESSED HER 
CHARLIE BROWN.. SHE 
FELL RIGHT OUT OF 
HER DESK.. 



Andy Capp 




HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY,. 
NOVEMBER 18,1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation " 


ARIES: (March 21 ■ to 
April 19) You .start the 
day today with true inge- 
nuity and can bamSe 
responsibilities efficient- 
ly and also assist good 
friends with any tasks. 
TAURUS: April 20 to 
May 20) You can under- 
stand what is on your 
loved one’s mind finally 
and you can reach a fine 
accord with this person 
on anv subject 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) This is a good 
day to work off all that 
energy at. important 
duties yoo like to handle 
and get a feeling of satis- 
faction of a job well 
done. v 

MOON CmtDREN 
(lone 22 to Joly 2lVj 
Either accept imdtt&tdnir 
or do some entertaining 
of- other dose fiieqds 
who have a similar sense 
of humour as you do for. 
some film ■ . 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Privately conversing 
with your family today 
can make tbe days ahead 
ranch brighter. Han for 
tbe days ahead wisely 
and you can be very sne- 
cessfoi. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Get 
together with allies Today 
at some new project 
which is modem and 
which can be mutually 
profitable to those 
involved with the endeav- 
our. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Yon can 
get the aid of a bigwig 
today where a practical 
affair is concerned and 
show this individual your 
abilities. Be clever at 
your career activities. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Get into 
new outlets which can 
help to bring you greater 
assets at this time. Yon 
may find persons of dif- 
ferent backgrounds of 
help to you. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Be more charm- 
ing with your mate today 
and enjoy greater harmo- 
ny and love. Show grati- 
tude towards your loved | 
ones in some special 
manner. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Get 
expert advice from fellow 
associates who can help 
you to understand a raw 
acquaintance. Become 
roore involved in social 
activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

-1 to February 19) You 
can easily gain tbe atten- 
tion of a bigwig today 
who can assist you in 
attaining your finest aims 
towards being successful. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You are highly 
inspired to .gain your 
ambitions at this time and 
you should get right to 
work on your ideas. 
Dress nicely and be gen- 
erous. 
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Egypt and Israel to build 
;ar ? first joint private oil refinery 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
and Israel will lay the foun- 
dation stone for their first 
private joint oil refinery at 
the end of 1996 near the 
Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria, the head of the 
Israeli firm Merhav said. 

“The financing of the pro- 
ject has been completed 
thanks to a $280 million 
credit provided in the past 
few days by the European 
Investment Bank.” Yossef 
Maiman told AFP. 

“We can begin work at 
the end of tire year," he 
said, adding that investment 
in the project would reach 
SI. 25 billion . 


Merhav and Egyptian 
businessman Hussein 
Salem each hold 40 per 
cent equity share in the 
“Environmental Friendly" 
project, with the remaining 
20 per cent held by Egypt's 
National Petroleum Com- 
pany. 

By the year 2000 the 
refinery will be able to 
refine five million tonnes of 
crude oil per year. 

“Between 50 and 60 per 
cent of the production will 
be for Egypt while 20 to 30 
per cent for Israel, and the 
rest could be sold abroad, 
namely to Turkey or 
Greece ” Mr. Maiman said. 



Jordan classified as second 
after U.S. in heart surgery 

** JORDAN IS classified as the second country after the 
U.S. in the area of heart surgery and rhe Kingdom will be 
the centre for the region to treat heart patients, the secre- 
tary-general of the A1 Wa'ed Party, Anis Muasher. said in 
a lecture. 

Dr. Muasher. who is-also president of the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature, added that U.S. insurance 
companies are eyeing Jordan to treat heart patients as the 
cost, including the expenses of stay, is about 520,000 
compared to $80,000 in the U.S. 

According to the speaker, who is also a former minis- 
ter. the Jordanian pharmaceutical industry is the most 
important export-oriented sector after the phosphate and 
potash industries. He said that Jordan exports of pharma- 
ceuticals reach 5150 million per year and that this indus- 
try employ about 6,000 workers. 

Noting that Jordan has become a centre for the pharma- 
ceutical industry in the region. Dr. Muasher said that Jor- 
danian companies are seeking to attract foreign pharma- 
ceutical partners. He emphasised that a number of major 
firms are on their way to join the Kingdom’s drug indus- 
tries.Dr. Muasher referred to the agreements signed with 
Algeria in the medical sphere and noted that Jordanian 
companies can compete for 5300 million of the $600 mil- 
lion drug market in the North African country. He saw the 
possibility of selling Algeria drags worth £50 million a 
.year during 1998 and 1999. (A! Ra’i + Al Aswaq). 

Abbadi names bank ‘Amaneh’ 

** “AMANEH BANK" is the name of the bank that 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi has in mind to 
expand the resources of funds for the Municipality of 
Greater Amman. He said in an interview that he 
thought of setting up a bank by the municipality alone 
or in partnership with the Social Security Corporation 
but, after discussing the matter with the governor of the 
Central Bank, the concept has not taken shape yet nor 
the idea has been dropped. “We are still thinking and 
looking for financial resources other than fees," he told 
the daily. Dr. Abbadi said the municipality’s JD 65 mil- 
lion budget for 1996 comes mainly from fees like any 
other municipality in the world. He mentioned fees 
from construction licences, professional permits, 
organisational work as main sources of revenues in 
addition to income from advertisement fees and traffic 
violations (Al Ra’i). 
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“I tattooed a ‘delete* button on 
my forehead to help me forget 
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Unscrambte these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
■four ordinary words. 
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WHY THE BANKER 
Lfrgp THE MULT. 


Now arrange the circled tellers to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Answer: What the 
auto race 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Arpnon 


(Answers tomorrow) 

KNELL PAROLE ECZEMA 
cameraman used to P^iograph the 
-A -ZOOM' LENS 


According to Mr. 
Maiman, annual turnover 
will be around $750 to 
5800 million once the 
refinery is operating at full 
capacity. 

Mr. Maiman said he was 
not worried about the con- 
sequences of any eventual 
political tensions between 
Israel and Egypt. 

"Over the past 17 years 
Egjpt has delivered all the 
oil it had pledged to Israel 
within the framework of the 
1979 peace treaty" he said. 

Mr. Salem, meanwhile, 
stressed that the refinery 
will generate 300 direct 
jobs and 1.200 other indi- 
rect jobs. 

He underscored the 
“multinational" aspect of 
the project, noting that 
French, American and 
Spanish financial organisa- 
tions will be providing 
technical advice. 


Italian textile institution opens vocational 
training programme with Jordan tomorrow 


By -Francesca Ciriaci 

Special ro rhe Jordan Times 

AMMAN-Reflecting ihe 
increasing interest of 
Italian "textile sector 
firms in making contacts 
and initiating projects 
with Jordanian counter- 
parts as well as strength- 
ening already existing 
ties. ACIM1T, the Italian 
Association of Textile 
Machinery Producers, 
will Tuesday inaugurate 
a joint vocational train- 
ing project with the 
Vocational Training Cor- 
poration fVTC) here. 

The AC1MIT one-day 
mission, organised in 
cooperation with the Ital- 
ian Institute for Foreign 
Trade (ICE) and held 
under the patronage of 
the Italian embassy; will 
include meetings with 


VTC’s senior officials as 
well as an at-length pre- 
sentation of the joint 
ACIMIT-VTC training 
project. 

Under such project, 
five Jordanian textile 

instructors, nominated 
by the VTC, will attend a 
training course in Italy 
next autumn to “follow 
up the new Italian tech- 
niques and know-how in 
the field of textile 
machinery " Talal Shahin 
, the ICt representative 
in Amman , said. 

During the meeting, a 
series of three booklets 
specifically edited for 
textile schools will be 
distributed to the stu- 
dents and the teachers of 
the VTC. 

“The booklets aim at 
providing a comprehen- 
sive picture of the high 


technological level as 
well as of the production 
and commercial potential 
of the Italian textile 
machinery industry," Mr. 
Shahin added. 

‘The main objective of 
ACIMIT mission is to 
provide fellowships and 
training for our stu- 
dents, VTC’s Hani 
Khleifat told the Jordan 
Times. 

This is gome to be 
ACIMIT’s third* visit to 
Amman. The first mis- 
sion was held in March 
1994. while the second 
was held in March of this 
year. 

During ACIMIT’s last 
visit, Amman Chamber 
of Industry President 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan 
proposed the establish- 
ment of a textile, cloth- 
ing and leather institute 


in the Kingdom, and 
asked Italian public and 
private institutions for 
technical support 

‘The project has not 
been launched yet" com- 
mented Mr. Khleifat, 
"but the training courses 
offered by ACIMIT to 
our students could be 
considered a first step 
towards its implementa- 
tion.” 

“The keenness shown 
by Italian and Jordanian 
textile sector firms to 
make contacts and estab- 
lish joint ventures could 
be explained by the 
mutual benefits that both 
parties can achieve," said 
commercial attach^ at 
the Italian embassy, 
Laura Ciampoli. 

While Italy can provide 
high-technology machin- 
ery and advanced know- 


how, Ms. Ciampoli 
stressed that Jordan can 
offer to its counterpart 
low-cost man-power and 
fairly good investment 
facilities. 

She added that previ- 
ous successful ex peri-: 
ences of Italian-Jordan- 
ian joint ventures in the 
textile sector are encour- 
aging businessmen from 
both countries to launch 
new joint-projects. 

Among them, the joint 
venture between the Ital- 
ian textile group GFT 
and the Jordanian ready 
wear manufacturing 
company El Zay, estab- 
lished in 1993, is widely 
seen by sector analysts 
and businessmen as one 
of the most successful. 


Arab banks seen 
needing liberal 
lending policies 


DUBAI (R) — Arab Gulf 
banks and financial institu- 
tions will slow efforts to 
boost industrial investment 
in their oil-driven 
economies unless rhey 
adopt more liberal lending 
policies, industry execu- 
tives have said. 

“1 find it easier to talk to 
European banks and for- 
eign banks than to talk to 
our own institutions. And 
they (Gulf banks) boast 
about being able to finance 
projects here. In the end 
they always ask you to 
guarantee it," said Khalid 
Al Zayani. chairman of 
Bahrain-based. Al Zayani 
Investments. 

“If we are going to create 
an industrial base, we must 
also provide a financing 
base. Gulf banks are miss- 
ing out because this 
financing is going to out- 
siders. It will discourage 
industrial investment. 
Manufacturers are unable 
to come to local banks and 
convince them this is a 
viable project," he told 
Reuters. 

Arab Gulf states have 
launched a drive to diversi- 
fy their economies to 
reduce vulnerability- ro 
fluctuations in oil prices. 
But the campaign is in its 
early stages aod efforts to 
privatise — which goes 
hand-in-hand with diversi- 
fication — are moving 
slowly. 

Experts have said Gulf 
banks should merge and 
liberalise the congested 
sector to increase capital 


bases, compete with 
international banks and 
boost lending capaciry. 
There are over 100 indige- 
nous banks in the oil-rich 
region. 

Paul Papadopoulos, chief 
economist at the Arab 
Banking Corp , said banks 
would take more lending 
risks if Gulf states imposed 
stricter rules on financial 
transparency. 

Mr. Al Zayani said Gulf 
banks were too cautious in 
their approach to industrial 
projects and were unwill- 
ing to take risks on new- 
comers or small business- 
men: 

‘They don’t look at your 
track record. They are 
looking at you because you 
are this family and they 
want your signature to 
guarantee it ” be explained. 

Many Gulf economies 
are dominated by a handful 
of powerful family enter- 
prises, which deal in 
everything from construc- 
tion to consumables. 

Emirates Bank 

international chief execu- 
tive officer Anis Al Jallaf 
said banks needed legisla- 
tion to become more 
aggressive lenders. 

‘The legislation some- 
times does not support the 
banks when there is a 
problem. If I lend and 
there is a problem and i 
have to recoup my money, 
I cannot foreclose (a loan) 
because legislation does 
not give me that right 
immediately," he said. 


AMMAN rZNANCZAL MARKET 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs.- 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 J 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profcssooa] Quality} in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% 


20 x JO am 


Shmeisuii Opp. Grindtayi 
Bonk. Phone: 604042 
Sweficb tet: 823891 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
VILLAS 



A 
N 
I 

g SERVICES 

BYBLOS 




■829883 
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Leonardo da Vinci \ 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 1 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30 -11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TKL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 




IE II ESTATE 


FOR 

RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
L- 

Appanmcnis 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 844231 



HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
{EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 . 




SPECIAL. PRICES 
|R LONGTERM -STAY 


-AKDOi J 

TKI...81OIF0, F\ \ K2” I I3Tl 


Happifltapy 

‘Pdtcdde tic ■, 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10A.M-1A.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Pthaina 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


CRQWM HOTEL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL, 

SHUNfl , JACUZZI 
0 MASSAGE 
FITNESS ROOM 
TENNIS & SQUASH, 

COURTS 

TEL 758180 

RBO 10 & TV STATION BO. I 




Teppanyoki 

Sashimi 
Sushi 



e- 


t 
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Olympic officials visit San Juan Stutt £ art 
to assess bid for 2004 Games SermU 

Puerto Rico (AP) — Though its chances are Nevertheless. San Juan will need more than a good presen- -Cl -*-0 j- 
sura, Puerto Rico is roiling out the red carpet for the tation to beat out Rome: Athens; Buenos Aires. Argentina; IJUL j t 
Olympic commission assessing this Caribbean island's bid Cape Town, South Africa; Istanbul, Turkey; Lille. France; 
for the 2004 Summer Games. St. Petersburg. Russia: Seville, Spain: Stockholm, Sweden: A i wr-j q-J pt-p 

All 15 memherc nf Ihp IflfLi punlintirtii cnmmi«irtn an» nnd Rift L'm^ifft Rrn7.il kll V IdlUli 


^H ert0 ^ co (AP) — Though its chances are 
sum, Puerto Rico is roiling out the red carpet for the 
Olympic commission assessing this Caribbean island's bid 
for the 2004 Summer Games. 

AH 15 members of the 2004 evaluation commission are 
scheduled to arrive by Sunday to be wined, dined and feted 
by the Puerto Rico Olympic Committee, which is trying to 
beat out 10 other cities for a chance to host the Summer 
Games. 

Since the day after the Nov. 5 island-wide elections, pub- 
lic works crews have been busy pruning parks, sweeping 
streets, tearing down the ubiquitous campaign signs and 
putting up colorful banners along Son Juan's main avenues, 
promoting the Olympic campaign in Spanish. French, and 
English. 

Executive director of the Puerto Rico Olympic committee 
Ivan Orlandi was upbeat Thursday after presenting the 
island’s bid to 194 presidents of the world's national 
Olympic committees meeting in Cancun. Mexico. 
“According to the reaction and comments, we gave a good 
presentation.'* Orlandi told El Nuevo Dia newspaper. 


Nevertheless. San Juan will need more than a good presen- 
tation to beat out Rome; Athens; Buenos Aires. Argentina; 
Cape Town, South Africa; Istanbul. Turkey; Lille. France; 
St. Petersburg. Russia: Seville. Spain: Stockholm. Sweden: 
and Rio De Janeiro. Brazil. 

San Juan may be well-known for its quaint old city, beau- 
tiful beaches and warm weather, but it's notorious for its 
traffic jams and lack of parking. 

And the fact that Puerto Rico is a U.S, Commonwealth 
could lessen its chances of landing the games so soon after 
Atlanta's summer games. 

But the island’s Olympic boosters seem undaunted by the 
challenge of impressing the visiting Olympic dignitaries. 
“We're ready and prepared, ’’ said bid committee president. 
Marimer Olazagasti. During their four-day visit commis- 
sion members will to tour sporting venues already built and 
review designs for facilities that would be constructed if 
San Juan gets the games. 

The commission has two more cities to visit — Buenos 
Aires and Rio De Janeiro — before announcing its final cut 
of four or five cities in March. 


Novotna, 
Graf 
advance 
to final 
showdown 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — 
Jana Novotna will attempt 
lo win her first tournament 
in four years Sunday when 
she takes on top-seed Steffi 
Graf in the finals of the 
Advanta Championships 
tennis toumamenL 

Novotna, the hard-hitting 
serve and volley specialist 
from the Czech Republic 
made short work of Yayuk 
Basuki of Indonesia in the 
semifinals with a 6-1. 6-1 
victory Saturday. 

Then Steffi Graf beat 
scrappy American 

Marianne Werdel 

Witmeyer, who saved 
•seven match points before 
: surrenduring 6-2, 1-5... . 
v ;.It will be the. ninth time 
the two playes will face 
each other for the ninth 
lime since their memorable 
1993 encounter at 
Wimbledon in the finals, 
where Novotna squandered 
a lead in the final set and 
lost. 

Since then Novotna has 
taken only one set from 
Graf, who leads their rival- 
ry 25-3. 

“There’s no one who 
plays like Steffi Graf, so 
there's not much prepara- 
tion you can do.” said 
Novotna, who claims she’s 
having more fun playing 
tennis now than in years. 
"You're on the run till the 
time against her. But I have 
beaten her." 


Ferguson hails recovery 
as United silence Arsenal 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Manchester United ended 
one of the worst spells in 
their history with a 1 -0 vic- 
tory on Saturday as Arsene 
Wenger experienced his 
first defeat since taking over 
as Arsenal manager seven 
weeks ago. 

After four defeats in five 
matches. United got back to 
winning ways courtesy of 
an own goal by defender 
Nigel Winterbum as the Old 
Trafford crowd — criticised 
recently for being too quiet 
— roared the champions to 
victory. 

“For me the telling factor 
was the support," said 
United boss Alex Ferguson. 
“Sometimes you forget how 
young this side is — they 
would rather have encour- 
agement than criticism and 
that was shown today. 

“The problem is we have 
a lot of people come here as 
visitors, who sit and admire, 
and enjoy the day out. It is a 
bit of weekend holiday, for 
them. 

"That’s all very well, but 
it’s no use to me or the play- 
ers. 

When you have support 
like you had today, with 
55,000 here cheering you 
on. it makes ail the differ- 
ence” 

The result gives United a 
confidence boost ahead of 
their Champions* League 
game against Juventus on 
Wednesday and ferguson 
added: 

The result didn’t matter as 
much as the performance — 
it showed we are back and 
there is nothing wrong." 

Newcastle stayed top of 
the table despite being held 
to a 1-1 draw by West Ham 


but they will be without 
both first-choice strikers for 
Tuesday's UEFA Cup game 
at Metz after Les Ferdinand 
joined Alan Shearer on the 
injury list 

Ferdinand is likely to be 
out for up to six weeks after 
suffering a depressed 
cheekbone in an aerial chal- 
lenge. 

Newcastle salvaged a 
point eight minutes from 
time when veteran striker 
Peter Beardsley's 200th 
league goal cancelled out 
Keith Rowland's first half 
opener. 

Manager Kevin Keegan 
hailed Beardsley's contribu- 
tion. revealing: “Peter came 
in at half-time and said: 
‘I'm having a nightmare'. 

Everton new boy Nick 
Barmby scored one goal 
and set up three while mid- 
fielder Gary Speed grabbed 
a hat-trick as the 
Merseysiders crushed 
Southampioiv7-]. . 

B amt by. playing in only 
his second appearance for 
Everton since his 5.75 mil- 
lion pound (about nine mil- 
lion dollar) move from 
Middlesbrough, said: 

“It’s the best team perfor- 
mance have ever played in 
or had the pleasure of wit- 
nessing." 

Roy Evans welcomed 
Liverpool's 2-0 win over 
Leeds that saw them move 
into second but was still not 
totally happy with his side's 
performance. 

The Reds wasted numer- 
ous chances as they were 
made to wait until seconds 
before the final whistle to 
make the game safe with 
stevc McManaman adding 
to Neil Ruddock's 13th 
minute opener. 

“We didn't keep the ball 


as well as we usually do,” 
admitted Evans. “We kept 
giving it back and that 
meant the pressure was 
always on us." 

Gerry Francis saw his 
Spurs team score their fifth 
win in six games with a 2-0 
home victory over Sunder- 
land who had Paul Stewart 
sent off against bis former 
club for an ugly challenge 
on Colin Calderwood. 

Goals from Andy Sinton 
and Teddy Sheringham 
sealed the points but Francis 
was disappointed his side 
did not capitalise on their 
numerical advantage. 

Player-boss Ruud Gullit 
said he was pleased with 
Gianfranco Zola's debut for 
chelsea who drew 1-1 at at 
blackbum after a late 
deflected strike from Dan 
Petrescu cancelled out 
Kevin Gallacher's 11 th 
minute opener. 

Coventry's new manager 1 
Gordon Strachan paid trib- 
ute to his players' applica- 
tion after they grabbed a 
point at high-flying 
Wimbledon whose unbeat- 
en run was stretched to 14 
games. 

Coventry bounced back 
from Wednesday's League 
Cup defeat to second divi- 
sion Gillingham with a grit- 
ty performance that saw 
them claw back a ' 2-0 
deficit. 

“I am delighted," said 
Strachan. “We matched 
them in team spirit, 
matched them in applica- 
tion. and eventually played 
some very good football.'* 

Leicester City ended a run 
of three defeats in their last 
four matches with a con- 
vincing 3-1 defeat away at 
Aston Villa. 


OXYGEN / NITROGEN / ACETYLENE 
PLANTS 

MANUFACTURER / EXPORTER 

SANGHI OXYGEN 

MAHAKAL! ROAD 
MUMBAI - 400093 (INDIA) 

PH. 91-22 - 8204204 / 8370552 
FAX 91 -22 - 8214970 / 3631559 
I.C. GUPTA, G.M. EXPORTS AVAILABLE 
IN HOTEL AL-ARZ INTERNATIONAL, 
AMMAN, ROOM NO. 304, 

PH. 676091 / 690707 FOR 3 DAYS 


TOP SECRETARY 

Internationally funded research project requires 
highly experienced secretary for at least two 
years, to work mainly in English. Minimum 
qualifications; 

* 5 years' experience as full-time secretary. 

* Excellent Arabic and English (spoken and written). 

* Fluent in wide range of computer software. 

* Typing speed in English 50 wpm. 

* Previous experience with international consultants. 
Apply with CV to: 

Project Coordinator 

P.O.Box 830613, Amman 


CALL 617673 OR 671884 

Newly Furnished Apartment For Rent 
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, 
dining room and L-shaped salon. Big 
kitchen, private phone and heating. 
Located in Shmeisani near Tyche Hotel. 


FOR RENT 

Super deluxe villa of two independent ground 
and 1st floor apartments. Furnished or 
unfurnished, 300 sq.m, each/independent 
services. Location: 7th Circle - quiet residential 
area. 

If interested please call 603571 after 3:00 p.m. 


I yew arrival of winter collection 
for baby & children wear 

Now at 

COCO Nut 


today. New opening 
branch at Swiejieh near 
new arab Bank 


{ CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

N. . 

Philadelphia 1 
Bruce Willis ... in 
12 Monkeys 

Shews: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15 . 8:50, 10:: 3 
Philadelphia 2 
Tom Cruise ... in 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

v Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 . 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL699238 

PLAZA 


Leslie Nelson ... in 

SPY HARD 

j (In Dolby stereo) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 5:00. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(In Dolby stereo) 

Show s: 12:30 , 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD u 2” 
DISCLOSURE 
UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:15, 10:30 


BONN CR) — VFB 
Stuttgart dislodged Bayern 
•Munich from the top of the 
German First Division with 
a 3-1 home victory over 
Bochum Saturday. 

Stuttgart, who last won 
the title in 1992 but have 
struggled to make an 
impact in recent seasons, 
took a one point lead over 
Bayern who slipped to 
third after a goalless draw 
at struggling Freiburg. 

Bayer Leverkusen took 
over second spot after a 2-0 
victory at Hamburg and are 
level on points with 
Stuttgart. 

Reigning champions 
Borussia Dortmund lost 
ground after a disappoint- 
ing 1-1 draw at home to 
Karlsruhe. Dortmund 
stayed fourth but are now 
three points behind the 
leaders. 

Stuttgart. Leverkusen and 
Bayern face a fascinating 
battle in the next month to 
see who can take the initia- 
tive before the Bundesliga 
takes its winter break in 
December. Stuttgart and 
Bayern clash in two weeks. 

Papin hits 
two as 
Bordeaux 
beat PSG 

PARIS (R) — Jean-Pierre 
Papin scored twice and 
Argentine substitute 
Claudio Baggio hit a cru- 
cial fourth goal as bor- 
deaux beat Paris St- 
Germain 5-3 to cut their 
lead at the top of the 
French League Saturday. 

The Parisians are now 
just three points above 
Monaco, who enjoyed a I - 
0 win at lowly Caen thanks 
to a goal from teenager 
thierry henry two minutes 
from time. 

Champions Auxerre 
dropped to fifth after a 1-0 
loss at Rennes but 
Bordeaux’s win takes them 
into third place, ahead of 
Bastia — 2-1 winners at 
home ro Metz — on goal 
difference. Both are five 
points behind Monaco. 

Papin opened the scoring 
in the fourth minute of an 
excellent match in front of 
30.000 at Bordeaux before 
midfielder Johan Micoud 
put the home side two up in 
the 31st. 

Patrice Loko. who now 
fills the striker role in the 
French national team that 
Papin once graced, struck 
twice laic in the second 
half to put PSG 2-2 at the 
interval, only for Papin to 
put Bordeaux ahead again 
with a 52nd-minute penal- 
ty, taking his tally for the 
season to eight. 

Panamas Julio Cesar 
Dely Valdes scored his 
sixth goal in five games as 
PSG equalised again in the 
62nd minute. 

But former San Lorenzo 
striker Biaggio put 
Bordeaux ahead aguin with 
a fine goal in the 74th 
minute after coming on for 
Papin, and laid on a fifth 
six minutes from time for 
Kuba Diawara. 

"It was a beautiful 
match," said PSG’s 
Brazilian manager 

Rocardo. 

"We came from behind 
twice but tonight Bordeaux 
were too strong." 


Faisali reconsider decision ,$ po 

£ r * * 

to suspend soccer activities 3 elp 

By a Jordan Times ||J]iS 

Staff Reporter " * 

AMMAN — The chairman of the board at AI Faisali. Sultan Udwan, Sunday JP 
announced that club officials had decided to reconsider their previous decision to 
pull out the club's soccer teams from all activities in the Kingdom. .... .^60 

The announcement came during a press conference Udwan held during which he 
explained that the club's executive board had carefully studied this decision after 
regarding it tile most reasonable and beneficial for sports in the Kingdom. ' ’ 

AJ Faisali had announced their controversial decision to halt soccer activities fol- "■ ^ih a 

lowing a fine imposed by the Jordan Soccer Federation. Al Faisali had protested the ■ p 

fine and then called for a meeting of the club's general assembly to take a final ; ^ir 

decision to stop their soccer teams from competitions. [iM- - 

Udwan said that decision came as a result of the realisation that sports in Jordan puli' A 

were nearing a dead end with insufficient funding to allow further improvement si* 1 * 

He said there was an urgent need to create a sports fund and have a union for 
sports clubs that would be independent of the Ministry of Youth and sports federa- 
lions but would complement their work. ... ?il 

Established in 1932, Al Faisali is one of the Kingdom's first sports clubs and has g w' 1 ' 10 
a long record of achievements especially in soccer. * afl“ n , 

Deportivo slip up as pressure * 
grows on Valencia 

■. fbo-lar 

MADRID (R) — Deportivo 
Coruna wasted a golden 
opportunity to overtake 
Barcelona at the top of the 
Spanish First • Division 
Saturday in a tedious 0-0 
draw at neighbours 
Compostela. 

Champions Atletico 
Madrid hung on to beat 
Espanyol 2-1, but Tenerife 
and Valencia, both in 
European action this week, 
endured contrasting for- 
tunes. 

Tenerife beat Hercules 3-1 
but Valencia could only 
manage a goalless draw at 
home to struggling 
extremadura. Their unhappy Deportivo Coruna's Brazilian star Rivaldo (R) chal- jiwrfco 
fans booed beleaguered lenges for the ball with Compostela’s Ignacio Erana dur- f H ub Jaz: 
- coach Luis Aragones at the ing their Spanish first division soccer match. The match over 

end of the game and called ended in a 0-8 draw (Reuters photo) Lift-*.' 

Hercules hi! tack with just shuck aguin mice before the ’ H * 
striker Romano, who left the fiye mjnules [0 „ 0 ^ fi„ a | whistle through Juunele ; i Ll 

Deportivo 's second eon- ° UK ^ lslanderS prom P l '- v Custanos and Meho Kodro. 

secutivc goalless draw left ' b once-be. 

John Toshack's side with 27 J-ielsBJ I 

points from 13 games, one ftnnru DDinrc herihe>ir 

point behind Barcelona, who UUntlM pnlLAat Jtaie ttarr 

play Valladolid Monday. with omar shabif /'arhBor 

Deportivo missed suspend- *tannahhirsch - to and I v 

ed striker Mickael Madar «««•*.— 

and injured creative chief count on it |i+J) fro 

Fran Gonzalez in a Galician Nather vulnerable. East, deals. .. , . J, . • 3 f'jinc ' 

detby which looked like a worth !S fit '>tSll 

practice match. There were *86 Wmc led n spade, and declarer Jfd Srr 

less than half a dozen shots !?aqj 4 -»arid 

on goal in the entire game. 18 for East-West, almoai all of them ar (Vlilon 

Atletico Madrid, in sixth west “east •*" 4 W* f 1 * 

i , , . *010843 *AK.I an honor, it was likely to be in -MUM. K 

place, closed the gap on ° j VKQ 3 Bpades. the defender!, long suit. .ttt-rainp 

Barcelona lO seven points £1096 2 <-843 Barrme a fortunate 2-2 split in ., J. 

thunks to a strike by iniemu- *»•< ^ S " 

tional playmaker Jose Luis ♦ 7 s 2 9 on l *° ®P ades - To avoid that 1 

Camincro and defender Santi ?{“•« Xtaff “4irfi£rJa 01 

Denia s first goal for the * k a t * cn n ®" Kf « endplay. inurcst. . 

ingly. the preliminary maneuvers J'tVt 

on. • * ■ , ■. The hiddinir involved almost no risk! 

DUt Kadomir Antic S Side EAST SOUTH west NORTH East won the king usd ace of fl i 

had to fight hard to hang on Jr KL &5>lSi£22££XS£ 

after Javi Oarcia pulled one f** three rounds of diamonds and the IMBBB 

back for the visitors 10 min- o™i.w Fm,r nf ^ i hcn n,ired a w dMbi A " 

. c . , L'l'Cfitng lean, rmir ol * spude run in dummy wn» Uic entry 

UlCS imm the end. Shortly Yesterday we showed how you to lend the last club. Fortunately, 

afterwards Atletico were *«* d educe the loauwi of key cards East followed lo the fourth dub. 

from the bidding and I piny Here's and declarer's analysis was vii\di- 
rcoucea to ten men When Another *to mple of an auction cated when West could not ovenniT 

forward Kiko Narvaez where placing the m ISC ) nz high the eight. 

ntrlrivt tin hiv uoflnu- “fy* *■ * matter of simple .inth- All bands wore now down to 

piCKCO Up ms sconce yellow mctic. three cards. Declarer ran the jade of 

card. Sooth judged the hand well to hearts to East's <(urcn, and Lha 

Tenerife looked to H-IVP . ln ,/ n,ir B ^ h k, ".T : defender could do nothing other 

_ icncnrc lOOXCU to nave behind the no-trump bidder were than mum a beurt away from Uw 

victory tied up thanks to a the equivalent of nets, nnd the fifth king into declarer's combined 

55th minute goal by Antonio h,,Brl Bod n * rr,n * VBluP ,n c,ubs I *' n3CC ■"«*» 
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Deportivo Coruna's Brazilian star Rivaldo (R) chal- 
lenges for the ball with Compostela's Ignacio Erana dur- 
ing their Spanish first division soccer match. The match 
ended in a 0-0 draw (Reuters photo) 


Hercules hit back with just 
five minutes to go. The 
Canary Islanders promptly 


struck again twice before the 
final whistle through Juanele 
Custanos and Meho Kodro. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
4TAHNAH HIRSCH 
WAS i*mlMaSMoa.M 


COUNT ON IT 


Neither vulnerable. East deals. 


NORTH 
*66 
OA764 
•: A Q J 

* A 8 72 

WEST E 

* Q 108 4 3 * 

72 <3 

v 109 6 2 C 

*9 84 * 

SOUTH 

* 7 S 2 

t? rf 10 98 3 
K 7 s 
*KB 


EAST 
*AK J 
<7Kqs 

<■843 
*Q J 103 


The hidding- 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 
I NT Pum ■ U Dbl 
Pm* 4<? Pmm Pa*. 
PlM 

Opening lead: Four of * 

Yesterday we showed how you 
can deduce the location of key carts 
from the bidding and piny Here's 
nnolher example of an auction 
where placing; the missing high 
cards is a matter of simple .mlh- 
mctic. 

South judged (he hand well to 
jump In four hearts Both km, 7 *. 
behind the no-trump bidder were 
the equivalent of now. nnd the fifth 
heart a ad ruffing valur in clubs 


gave the hand excellent playing 
potential. 

West led a spade, and declarer 
mu M s»e 22 points in the combined 
North -South holding. That left just 
18 for East-West, almost all of them 
in the East hand. If West did have 
an honor, it was likely to be in 
spades, the defender’s long suit. 
Barring a fortunate 2-2 split in 
hearts, declarer faced the prospect 
of losing two trump tricks in addi- 
tion to two spades. To avoid that 
fate, declarer had tn reduce bis 
trump length to that of East, and 
then engineer an eodplay. Interest- 
ingly. the preliminary maneuvers 
involved almost no risk! 

East won the king nnd ace of 
spoden. then shifted to the queen of 
club«. Declarer won in hand, cashed 
three rounds r.f diamonds and the 
ace of clubs, then ruffed a dub. A 
spude rulT in dummy was the entry 
tn lead the last club. Fortunately, 
East followed to the fourth dub. 
and declarer's analysis was vindi- 
cated when West could not overrulf 
the eight. 

All bands wore now down to 
three cards. Declarer ran the jack of 
hearts to East’s queen, and the 
defender could do nothing other 
than return a heart away from the 
king into declarer's combined 
Inucf Making four-odd! 
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Bently Nevada. Corporation ^ 

The World leader in Machin ery Monitoring Syst em* 

Are currently looking for : ~ 

A Technical/Field Sales Engineer for our office in Saudi 
Arabia. Ipe candidate should have the following 
qualifications as a minimum : ° 

— D ®Sc in Elecupnics/Mechanical/Instrumentations 

bngineenng from a reputable university. 

=3 3 -5 years of experience minimum 
= Should posses the ability to read & write Arabic 
and English fluently. 

Please send your C. V. to: 

B « n A ly o Ne X a ^ a ^ orp - c/ ° atco) 

P.O.Box 718 Dammam 31421 
. Saudi Arabia 

— ■ j 

^ or send it to our fax # 0096638327793 


AmmouD Theatre & Cinema 

TEU 618274 - 618275 

^ / 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 
. Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Nabil & Hishara’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 j 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights / 

At 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre -s closed Friday. Saturday S Sunday 

For reservation please call 

625155-640155 , 
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Sports 


Scis iot i Jordan’s 
Cities ? 25 points 
help keep 
Bulls 

undefeated 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 18, 1996 
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CHICAGO (R) — Michael 
Jordan scored 25 points as 
rbe Chicago Bulls remained 
the league’s only unbeaten 
team with a 97-69 rout of 
the Adanta Hawks, extend- 
ing their franchise-record 
start to 10-0 Saturday. 

The Bulls have won their 
first 10 games by an aver- 
age of 19.8 points. 

“It’s going to get tougher 
for us,” said Jordan. “We 
just have to maintain our 
focus and not think that 
we’re better than everyone 
else.” 

Steve Kerr added 12 
points and Dennis Rodman 
11 for Chicago, which has 
won its last three games by 
at least 23 points. 

'V In Cleveland, Grant Hill 
■ -scored 27 points, including 
^six in a row down the 
/Stretch, and the Detroit Pis- 
gffins.made 14 free throws in 
l&e last four minutes for a 
.€ 02-98 victory over the 
^Cavaliers, their first in 
/Cleveland in nearly five 
years. 

£ Lindsey Hunter scored 23 
-points and Otis Thorpe 
aided 1 8 for the Pistons (8- 
1), who off to their best 
Stan since 1988. 
f Id Dallas, John Stockton 
/scored eight of his 23 
points in the final 1:16. 
including two free throws 
with two seconds left, to lift 
the Utah Jazz to an 88-87 
victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

In Houston. Clyde 
Drexler scored 33 points 
and Hakeem Olajuwon had 
23 and nine rebounds to lift 
the once-beaten Houston 
Rockets to a 1 15-103 victo- 
ry over the struggling Gold- 
en State Warriors. 
'CfiaHerBafRley addeTTTO" 
points and 18 rebounds for 
Houston (8-1). Drexler was 
14-of-20 from the field 
after going only 3-for-I5 
over the last two games. 

Larrell Sprewell scored 
22 points and Chris Mullin 
20 for Golden State. 

In Miami, Rex Walters hit 
a three-pointer with 33 sec- 
onds remaining to rally the 
Philadelphia 76ers to a 91- 
89 victory over the Miami 
Heat. 

At New Jersey, Kendall 
Gill scored a season-high 



Toronto Raptors guard Damon Stoudamire (20) goes high to score over Orlando 
Magic centre Rony Seikaly (L) as Derek Strong (R) moves in, during first quarter 
action in the Orlando Arena. Orlando won 92-87 (Reuters photo) 


32 points to lead the New 
Jersey Nets to a 106-99 vic- 
tory over the Denver 
Nuggets for coach John 
Calipari's first NBA win. 

The Nets, who lost their 
first five games, also scored 
more than 100 points for 
the^ firet- rime, this season. 
Roolae- Kerry Xittles bad 
19 points for New Jersey. 

In New York, Patrick 
Ewing bad 26 points and 15 
rebounds and Charlie Ward 
snapped a tie with a driving 
layup with 2:07 left as the 
New York Knicks defeated 
the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves for the 11th straight 
time, 82-79. 

Ewing scored nine points 
in the final four minutes of 
the third quarter, helping 
New York erase a 10-point 
deficit 


Starks scored 11 of his 13 
in the second half and Lany 
Johnson added 13 for the 
Knicks. who have won five 
of six. 

In Orlando. Nick Ander- 
son scored 25 points, 
including two three-point- 
ers in the .final 99. seconds, 
ancT'iiddeft 'fT , reb6uri(fs' r as 
the Orlando Magic won 
their fourth straight game, 
defeating ihe Toronto rap- 
tors, 92-87. 

Anderson stepped up in 
the absence of injured 
superstar guard Penny 
Hardaway. Centre Rony 
Seikaly also picked up the 
scoring slack, adding a sea- 
son-high 17 points and nine 
rebounds off the bench. 

In Washington, reserve 


Chris Whitney scored six of 
his 1 1 points in a key 
fourth-quarter run as the 
Washington Bullets held 
the Boston Celtics scoreless 
for the final 6:06 in a 106- 
92 comeback victory. 

In Seattle, Shawn Kemp; 

the thirei.-. quarter., ,as tpe ; 
Seattle -Supersonics rolled ■ 
to a 1 OS-96 victory over the 
Sacramento Kings, their 
sixth straight triumph. 

Gary Payton scored 19 
points and Detlef Schrempf 
added 16 for Seattle, which 
outscored the Kings in each 
quarter and led by as many 
. as 14 points in the first half. 

Mitch Richmond had 27 
points for the Kings. 


Hingis confident she will spoil 
Graf-Seles showdown 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Steffi Graf and Monica Seles have 
the year’s top records entering the season-ending WTA 
Championships, but a 16-year-old Swiss sensation might 
just swipe the spotlight from both of them. 

Martina Hingis, who beat Monica Seles a week ago in 
their first-ever meeting, likes her chances in the WTA’s two 
million -do liar showdown that begins here Monday. 

*1 have a good chance. I can beat any player,” Hingis 
said. “I have to keep playing like I have die past several 
weeks. But there are still 15 other players there.” 

None are hotter than Hingis, who became the youngest 
player in tennis history to win one million dollars. She beat 
Seles 6-2, 6-0, in 52 minutes last week in a final to reach a 
career-best ranking of sixth in the world. 

“There’s no doubt she is going to be a force," Seles said. 
“She is so young and she is only going to get better. That’s 
the scary part.” 

Hingis won her first two WTA titles in the past two 
months and achieved a goal by reaching the 16-player 
championship. She has beaten nine of the world’s 10 top- 
ranked players this year and is already a Grand Slam threat. 

“ft’s always hard to see into the future,” Hingis said. “But 
I think I am on the right way. Reaching the WTA Champi- 
onships was one of my biggest goals and I made it. 1 am 
really happy with my tennis right now.” 

Hingis, who opens against Romania’s Irina Spirlea. faces 
a possible second-round rematch with Seles, who would 
first have to inflict a career-ending defeat upon Japan’s 
Kimiko Date. 

Date, Japan’s greatest tennis star, plans to retire after this 
event, ending a career that featured three consecutive Japan 
Open titles and the first top- 10 ranking ever for a Japanese 


player. She sparked a generation of top- 100 players that 
will extend her legacy- for years to come. 

The player to beat for the $500,000 top prize remains 

Graf. The german opens against Slovakia’s Karina Hab- 
sudova after receiving a boost to her spirits off the court 

Peter Graf, Steffi’s father, was released from a German 
jail friday on $3.3 million bail after spending 15 months 
there on tax evasion charges. 

His daughter's emotions have been on edge during his 
incarceration. But Steffi has withstood the troubles to win 
U.S. Open, 

French Open and Wimbledon tiUes despiie lingering sore- 
ness in her left knee. 

Graf has also won the German open. Key Biscayue and 
Indian Wells tides to help reclaim sole possession of the 
world number one ranking earlier this month when Seles 
fell to co-number two. 

Despite Graf’s record run of 359 weeks at the top, it is her 
showing here that will show' whether or Dot she keeps that 
status. 

Graf has won the WTA Championships in 1987, 1989, 
1993 and last year. Seles won from 1990-1992. 

Spaniards Arantxa Sanchez Vicario and Conchita Mar- 
tinez are also top threats. Sanchez opens against Dutch vet- 
eran Brenda Schultz-McCanhy. Martinez plays first against 
Austria’s Judith Wiesner. 

Other openers match Austria's Barbara Paulus against 
Olympic champion Lindsay Davenport, South Africa's 
Amanda Coetzer against Czech Jana Novotna and Croatia’s 
Iva Majoli against Germany’s Anke Huber. 


Woodbridge and Woodforde close in on victory 


HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(R) — Todd Woodbridge 
and Mark Woodforde 
proved Saturday it will 
take a huge effort to pre- 
vent them from winning 
their second Phoenix/ ATP 
World Doubles Champi- 
onship. 

The top-ranked Aus- 
tralians needed only 60 
minutes to eliminate the 
No. 2 team of Grant Con- 
nell of Canada and Byron 
Black of Zimbabwe, 6-3 6- 
3. in the semifinals. 

The Woodies will be in 
the title round Sunday 
against Texan Alex 
O'brien and Canadian 
Sebastien Lareau, who 
advanced with a tight. 7-6 

frm,. mryibixy 

over Trevor Kibnemann of 
the U.S. and David 
MacPberson of Australia 

“It didn’t feel as easy as 
it looked,” said Wood- 
bridge, who lost his ser- 
vice in the first game to 
help put his team behind 2- 
0. "I was a little nervous at 
the start and we felt the 
pressure.” 

If the Woodies are suc- 
cessful, they would be the 
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first doubles team to win 
the world tide, the U.S. 
Open, Wimbledon and 
Olympic gold in the same 
year. "That would be the 
icing on the cake for us,” 
said Woodbridge. 

After that early service 
loss by Woodbridge, the 
Aussies were just about 
perfect. They broke Con- 
nell to level the match at 3- 
3, then broke Black in the 
eighth game, forcing the 
Zimbabwe athlete into cru- 
cial volley errors. In the 
next game, Woodbridge 
served out the set after 
overcoming two break 
points. 

The second set took only 
29 b . minutes, .with ...the 
Woodies finding.*!# com- 
fort zone with, their returns 
to gain two service breaks. 
Black double-faulted on 
match point. 

"Coming off a quick 
match today, we’ll both be 
better prepared physically 
for the finals,” said Wood- 
forde.. “And we wanted to 
prove that last night (los- 


ing to O'brien and Lareau) 
was just a blip.” 

"We had our opportuni- 
ties, especially in the first 
set,” said Connell, “but we 
didn’t really play our best 
match today.” 

“When they were down, 
they mixed it up well — 
they chipped at our feet 
and used the lob,'*, noted 
Black. “That’s why they’re 
such a good team. They 
can adjust.” 

Even with the loss, 
which made them 0-5 
against the Woodies in ‘96, 
Connell felt the year has 
been good to< his team. 
"We still have to be happy 
with our year, finishing 
with the No. 2 ranking,’’ be 
said. " - 

O'brien and Lareau won 
the long (58 mioutes) fust 
set after squandering three 
set points in the breaker 
and being down one set 
point to Kronemann and 
MacPberson at 8-7. 

Finally, at 9-8 with their 
fourth set point, O’brien 
and Lareau won it on Kro- 


nemann ’s double-fault. 

In the second set, 
O’brien and Lareau had to 
overcome a set point at 5-6 
before forcing the second 
tiebreaker 

With a 6-4 lead in the 
breaker, O’brien served an 
ace to end it. 

“I just wanted to close it 
out and I was lucky to 
hammer the serve down 
the middle.” said O'brien. 
"Things just seemed to go 
are way today.” 

O’brien and Lareau sur- 
prised. the,)Voodiex with, a 
comeback yiotory in ‘Fri- 
day VToudtf rbbin. "Like 
we tried to do the first time 
— we’re just going to 
relax and have fun,” said 
O'Brien. “What the heck, 
we could have been on a 
plane on the way home by 
now.” 
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Israel says it wants 


peace, accuses Syria 


of making nerve gas 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai said Sunday that 
Israel wanted peace with 
Syria but would retaliate 
harshly if attacked 

“The message is one of 
peace and calm,” Mr. 
Mordechai told Israel Radio. 

But, "if someone cries to 
threaten us. to use their 
weapons against us...tbey 
must take into account that 
Israel has an exceptional 
military ability that will be 
used in defence and to harm 
the other side.” he said. 

Mr. Mordechai added that 
Israel knew Syria was devel- 
oping chemical weapons 
and said the Jewish state 
would respond harshly if 
such arms were used against 
it. 

Mr. Mordechai again 
appealed to Israel's arch-foe 
to renew peace talks dead- 
locked over the fate of the 
Golan Heights Israel seized 
from Syria in the 1967 
Middle East war and the 
terms of peace. 

“We know that in Syria 
they're manufacturing 
chemical products for mili- 
tary purposes.” Mr. 
Mordechai said. He said 
some were being made with 
the help of the Russians. 

“I hope that they'll never 
use it. certainly not against 
us. But we cannot overlook 
it. We must take the threats 
into account and so we do” 

Israel and Syria have 
accused each other over the 
last month of preparing for 
war. 

Citing an interview he 
gave the Sunday Times pub- 
lished in London on Sunday, 
Mr. Mordechai said: “When 
I was asked a concrete ques- 
tion what will happen when 
they (Syria) will, use this 
weaponry against 1 us — and 
the threat of the Syrian 
defence minister was 


emphasised — I said if 
someone will dare to turn 
this kind of weaponry on us. 
it's clear we will act with all 
of the means in our posses- 
sion. we will hit hard at 
Syria and obviously the 
regime will also be ax risk. 

“It’s better for them not to 
do this and find other ways 
for us to be able to resolve 
conflicts,” be told the radio. 

He urged Syria “to return 
to tbe negotiating table, to 
stop the tension and find 
every way possible to enter 
into talks and reach. I hope, 
in the end peace”. 

“We don't want war, we 
want peace. Arab states well 
know the strength of the 
state of Israel, believe me.” 
he said. 

On-off Syrian-lsraeli 
peace talks received a set- 
back in June when Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyanlin 
Netanyahu took office and 
rejected trading Arab lands 
for peace, the principle 
underpinning Middle East 
peace negotiations since 
1991. 

Mr. Netanyahu has indi- 
cated be might be willing to 
cede some but not all of the 
strategic plateau that Syria 
demands back in its entirety 
in exchange for a peace 
agreement 

Recent military exercises 
by both armies in the area 
stirred fears that the threat of 
war had returned in the 
absence of peace talks. 

On Saturday, a Syrian 
official said that Damascus 
wanted peace but did not 
role out the possibility that 
Israel may resort to war to 
deflect pressure for a peace 
settlement. 

“We all have to calm down 
and not threaten one another. 
We need to sit down and find 
other formulas.” • : Mr. 
Mordechai said. 

Syria on Sunday attacked 


Mr. Netanyahu's policy of 
“occupation” particularly in 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron and said the situa- 
tion in tbe Palestinian terri- 
tories was explosive. 

“The situation in the*oa5a- 
pied territories is explosive 
because of the position and 
practices of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
government on occupation 
and its refusal to implement 
the accords concluded 
between the previous Israeli 
government” and the 
Palestinians, the Syrian gov- 
ernment daily Tishrin said. 

“The attempts to modify 
the Hebron accord by 
imposing unfair and dis- 
graceful conditions for the 
Palestinians clearly show 
Israel’s lack of seriousness 
and its desire to continue the 
occupation” of Arab land, 
the paper said. 

Ttshrin also criticised the 
recent proposal by British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifitind to set up an organi- 
sation in tbe Middle East 
modelled on the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) aimed at resolving 
regional conflict 


“The most important prob- 
lem that should have the 
attention of the British gov- 
ernment is the (Israeli) occu- 
pation, which is creating ... a 
state of war threatening the 
region.” the papa- said. 

It described Mr. Rifkind's 
scheme as a “lifeboat sent to 
save Israeli extremism and 
the policies of Benyamin 
Netanyahu” and said it 
ignored the realities on the 
ground. 

Mr. Rifkind’s idea was put 
forward “at a time when the 
people of the Near East are 
waiting foe. more effective 
measures for the resumption 
of the peace process." 
Tishrin said. 


Iranian protesters pelt 
German embassy with 
eggs and tomatoes 


TEHRAN (Agenicies) — 
Hundreds of demonstrators 
pelted the German embassy 
with rotten tomatoes and 
eggs on Sunday following 
German allegations that 
Iranian leaders were 
involved in the 1992 assas- 
sination of dissidents in 
Berlin. 

The crowd tried to tear 
down the German flag fly- 
ing above the compound in 
downtown Tehran but were 
stopped by some 400 police 
and security men who sur- 
rounded the embassy. 

“An insult to our leaders is 
on insult to our nation ” the 
crowd chanted. 

The demonstration was 
organised by the Islamic 
Propagation Organisation, a 
state-run group responsible 
for promoting Islamic val- 
ues. Such protests are usual- 
ly organised by the Iranian 
government 

On Friday. German prose- 
cutors recommendation that 
Kazem Darabi. an alleged 
member of the Iranian intel- 
ligence. and another suspect 
be sentenced to life in 
prison for the September 
1992 killings in Berlin of a 
Kurdish opposition leader 
and three aides. 

They recommended 
prison sentences ranging 
from five years to 1 1 years 
for three other defendants 
being tried as accomplices. 

German prosecutor have 
accused Iran's supreme 
leader. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, and President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani of 
complicity in the murders. 
In March. German prosecu- 
tors issued on arrest warrant 
for Iran's intelligence chief. 
Ali Fallahiyan, on charges 
he ordered (he assassina- 
tions. 

Accusations that Iran's top 
leaders ordered the murders 
have unleashed a storm of 
protests in Iran, with news- 
papers calling on authorities 
to sever ties with Germany. 
Germany is Iran's largest 


Western trading partner, 
with bilateral trade exceed- 
ing S1J5 billion per year. 

On Friday, more than 500 
Iranians demonstrated in 
front of the German 
embassy to protest the 
German legal action. 

Some 200 members of the 
Iranian parliament called 
on tire government to 
reconsider diplomatic ties 
with Germany over charges 
of terrorism against Iranian 
leaders. 

State-owned radio said 
some 200 of the 270 mem- 
bers of the legislature had 
endorsed a letter sent to 
Mr. Nateq Nuri saying that 
“Bonn does not deserve 
friendly ties with Tehran.” 

“The German judiciary 
has been turned into a polit- 
ical theatre with the sum of 
insulting Iran's sacred 
Islamic regime.” the lener 
said. 

The deputies urged the 
Foreign Minisry to “prepare 
a report on moves taken to 
reconsider relations” with 
Germany. 

The deputies repeated 
charges here that Germany 
had supplied Iraq with 
chemical weapons and other 
military assistance during 
its 1980- 1988 war against 
Iran, while Tehran “gener- 
ously sought friendship and 
understanding” with Bonn. 

Germany also hosted “ter- 
rorists and criminals," they 
said, referring to disgraced 
Iranian President Aboi 
Hassan Bani Sadr, whose 
testimony led to the charges 
against the Iranian leaders. 

The deputies also accused 
Bonn of “failing to honour 
financial agreements” with 
Iran which led to “billions 
of dollars in Iranian losses.” 

They were referring to 
Germany’s refusal to com- 
plete a nuclear power plant 
starred by Siemens compa- 
ny in the southern Iranian 
port of Bushehr before the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 


Lebanon 

denies 


sending Arad 


evidence to 
Germany 


BEIRUT (AFP) — A 
Lebanese official Sunday 
denied a report that the 
government was sending 
envoys to Germany with 
evidence that missing 
Israeli pilot Ron Arad is 
still alive. 

“Lebanon has no inten- 
tion of sending emissaries” 
to meet German secret ser- 
vices coordinator Bemd 
Schmidbauer, who is medi- 
ating between Israel and 
the pro-Iran Hizbollah, said 
the official who asked for 
anonymity. 

Arad disappeared after 
his plane was shot down 
over Lebanon in 1986. He 
is the only one of six miss- 
ing Israeli servicemen still 
thought by Israel to be 
alive and in detention. 

The British daily the 
Independent on Sunday 
said the Lebanese envoys 
would bring fingerprint 
proof to German authori- 
ties Sunday that Arad was 
still alive. 

The trip by the two 
Lebanese emissaries was 
aimed al preparing for an 
exchange of prisoners 
between Israel and Arad’s 
captors, the Independent 
said 

“The most important 
prisoner swap between 
Israel and its Arab enemies 
in over a decade may be 
approaching as two 
Lebanese government offi- 
cials fly to Germany this 
weekend with what they 
say are the fingerprints of 
Ron Arad, an Israeli airman 
whom many had long given 
up dead” the newspaper 
said. 

“The prints will be for- 
warded to Israel by the 
head of the German secret 
service. Bemd 

Schmidbauer. who is 
expected to meet the two 
Lebanese today.” it said 



DISARRAY AT FOOD SUMMITS Protesters disrupt the final news conference at the U.N. sponsored World 
Food Summit and scuffle with security on Sunday. Several leaders, Including Cuban President Fidel Castro, 
watched from the pod him as- the demonstrators were removed. The summit dosed with ringing calls to end 
hunger but with deep differences about how to do it, highlighted by U.S. reservations over a blueprint for feed- 
ing the planet (see page 4) 


Britain signs $830m 
arms deal with Qatar 


DOHA (Agencies) — 
Britain clinched a major 
defence contract Sunday to 
supply warplanes, 

armoured personnel carriers 
and fast patrol boats to oil- 
rich Qatar. 

The S830 million deal 
was signed by British 
Defence Secretary Michael 
Portillo and Qatar's minis- 
ter of state. Sheikh Ahmad 
Ben Saif Al Thani in Doha, 
an embassy spokesman 
said. 

“I am not sure when ihe 
delivery will begin as it will 
take a while because they 
have to be built according 
to specification given by 
Doha,” he told Reuters. 

The deal involves GKN 
armoured personnel carriers 
(APC), Vosper Thomycroft 
patrol boats, British 
Aerospace Hawk trainer 
aircraft, and Starbursi mis- 
siles by Shorts missile sys- 
tems, a joint venture 
between Short Brothers and 
France's Thomson-CSF. 

Mr. Portillo said after 
talks in Doha last month 
that he had offered a com- 
prehensive Gulf security 
proposal to Qatar. 

Diplomats said the offer 
was part of a British bid to 
find a fresh foothold in 
Gulf states from where it 
voluntarily withdrew in 
1971. 

Britain is also competing 


with American and French 
arms manufacturers to sell 
50 main battle tanks to 
Qatar's 8.000- strong army. 

Both France and Britain 
have close military ties with 
Qatar and supply major 
arms requirements for its 
army. 

Qatar has signed defence* 
deals with the United 
States, France and Britain. 

All three Western powers 
have defence treaties with 
Qatar, whose natural gas 
reserves — the world’s 
third largest after those of 
Russia and Iran — make it 
one of the most strategic 
sources of vital clean ener- 
gy in the next century. 

Gulf Arab security con- 
cerns following Iraq's light- 
ning invasion of Kuwait in 
1990 have turned the region 
into a lucrative arms mar- 
ket, industry sources and 
diplomats say. 

it was the second large 
defence contract for Britain 
in a week. Australia 
announced a one billion 
pounds (SI .66 billion) order 
for Hawk aircraft last 
Monday. 

The sale to Qatar marked 
the first large arms deal for 
Britain in the Gulf for 
years. The British have lost 
out to the United States and 
France in weapons sales to 
tbe oil-rich region. 


Sudan rebels want $50m 
to free Red Cross plane 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) 
— A former rebel leader 
wants S50 million to release 
a Red Cross plane that land- 
ed in southern Sudan, 
allegedly carrying guerril- 
las and ammunition, u 
Sudanese newspaper 

reported Sunday. 

The Arabic daily Akhbar 
Al Yom said the leader. 
Kerbino Kwanyih. wants 
the money for families of 
his fighters killed in action 
in the south. 

There was no way to inde- 
pendently verify the report. 

The plane owned by ihe 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRCk 
headquartered in Geneva. 
Switzerland, landed Nov. 1 
in the Bahr Al Ghazal 
region controlled by Mr. 
Kwanyih ’s forces and has 
been held since. 

It carried a Canadian 
pilot, his Kenyan assistant 
and an Australian nurse as 
well as five men that 
Kwanyih and the Sudanese 
government say are mem- 
bers of John Garang's 
Sudan Peoples* Liberation 
Army (SPLA). 

The ICRC says that both 
the gir ernraem and their 
rebel allies knew the plane 
was ferrying fighters who 
had received medical treat- 
ment. ft denies there were 
weapons on board. 

The Sudanese govern- 
ment has banned all ICRC 
flights, and a senior ICRC 
official has held talks with 
Sudanese officials to 
resolve (he situation. 

Mr. Kwanvih's soldiers 


fought alongside Colonel 
Garang’s SPLA until last 
April, when he signed a 
peace agreement with the 
government. 

The government has been 
trying for 13 years to put 
down the southern insurrec- 
tion. which seeks autonomy 
for the region's Christians 
and animisLs from the 
Muslim north. More than 
one million people have 
died from fighting or 
famine, and thousands are 
displaced. 

The newspaper said Mr. 
Kwanyih believed that "the 
Red Cross had supported 
Garang's forces and. 
accordingly, should be held 
responsible” for’ deaths 
among his followers. 

The newspaper said Mr. 
Kwanyih also wanted the 
ICRC to provide him with 
first-aid kits and ambu- 
lances to care for his 
wounded, and equipment to 
communicate with ICRC 
planes. Col. Garang appar- 
ently has such equipment. 

The paper said the ICRC 
was given a deadline to 
respond, but it was not dis- 
closed. 

Another Sudanese news- 
paper said on Sunday gov- 
ernment troops fought off a 
rebel attack in the east of 
the country, killing at least 
two rebels for no casualties 
on the government side. 

The rebel force had come 
into Sudan from Firirrca, 
where ihe Sudanese opposi- 
tion in exile has military 
bases, the newspaper Al 
Ingaz Al Watani said. 


5 activists held after 
West Bank explosion 


KABATIYA (AFP) — 
Palestinian police on 
Sunday arrested five mem- 
bers of the militant group 
Hamas in connection with 
a mysterious explosion 
which left one Palestinian 
dead. 

The explosion on 
Saturday in this northern 
West Bank village killed 
Mohammad Assaf Kmeil in 
what the Israeli army called 
a “work accident” as he 
was allegedly preparing a 
bomb for an anti-Israeli 
attack. 

Israelis said Kmeil. 34, 
was a known member of the 
radical Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas). 

A Palestinian intelligence 
official investigating the 
explosion told AFP that 
Palestinian police arrested 
five Hamas members 
Sunday in Kabatiya, a vil- 
lage under joint Israel i- 
Palestinian control near the 
self-rule enclave of Jenin. 

Kmeil was blown to 
pieces by the explosion in 
the small back garden of 
his house. No other people 
were injured in the explo- 
sion. 

Kmeil’s family denied he 
was a member of Hamas 
and accused Israeli security 
services of putting the 
bomb in his garden. 

“They killed him." 
Kmeil's mother Zarifa said. 
“ They had been threaten- 
ing to kill or deport him for 
a long lime.” 

“He was in the garden 
looking at the plants and 
asked his son to come in 
the house to get water. His 
son came to me inside to 
ask for the water and that's 
when we heard the explo- 
sion.” she said. 

“There were children all 
around the house, who 
could think he would be 
preparing a bomb with his 
owr. son and other kids 
nearby," his brother said. 


“He was religious, but he 
was not connected to 
Hamas,” he said. 

Kmeil bad been held 
without charge in adminis- 
trative detention four times 
by the Israeli military, 
mostly during the 1987-93 
intifada, a Palestinian 
source said. 

He was released from the 
most recent detention two 
months ago. 

The explosion left a small 
crater a few centimetres 
deep in the garden, which is 
a few metres in area, but 
caused no damage to the 
house. 

Tie Palestinian intelli- 
gence officer speculated the 
explosion may have been a 
pipe bomb. Hamas mem- 
bers arrested while prepar- 
ing suicide bombing in the 
past have been caught with 
several kilogrammes of 
explosives. 

Two suicide bombings in 
Israel in 1994 were carried 
out by Hamas militants 
from Kabatiya. 

Tie officer said “all sce- 
narios are open” in the 
investigation of Saturday's 
explosion, including both 
the possibility of a Hamas 
connection and o*f an assas- 
sination. 

Israeli authorities are con- 
ducting their own investiga- 
tion, but both Israeli and 
Palestinian security are 
sharing information on the 
incident, he said. 

Israeli security services 
have been on alert for the 
past few weeks for possible 
suicide attacks by Hamas or 
the small Islamic Jihad 
movement. which has 
vowed to avenge the 1995 
assassination of its leader 
by suspected Israeli agents. 

Four suicide attacks, 
claimed by Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, killed 58 
people in Israel in February 
and March. 


Number of Gazans 
entering Israel dips 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Some 1 2.000 Palestinian 
workers entered Israel for 
their jobs on Sunday, a 
decrease from last week 
despite Israel’s announce- 
ment it had upped the num- 
ber of entry permits, a secu- 
rity official said. 

Saeh Ajiz. head of 
Palestinian security in north 
Gaza, where the main cross- 
ing into Israel is located, told 
AFP that 12.000 vyorkers 
entered Israel Sunday morn- 
ing along with 124 
Palestinian cargo (nicks. 

“The number of workers is 
down by 2.000 from last 
Thursday,” he said, without 
explaining the drop in the 
workers entering. 

Israel announced Saturday 
it would allow an additional 
15,000 workers into Israel 
from the West Bunk and 
Gian, bringing the total to 
around 50.000. the same 
number as before a tightened 
closure on the territories 


imposed in October. ITicre 
are frequently discrepancies 
between announced increas- 
es in the number of permits 
and the number of workers 
who actually enter. 

Palestinians charge that 
Israeli authorities do not 
actually issue the announced 
number of permits, while 
Israel says Palestinian work- 
ers fail to come forward to 
receive their permits. 

According to a military 
spokesman, 7.000 additional 
permits were given to work- 
ers in the Gaza Strip and 
8,000 to West Bank workers, 
valid from Sunday at 4 a.m 
(0200 GMT). 

Israel imposed a closure on 
the territories in February 
following a series of bloody 
ami-Jcwish bombings, then 
progressively cased it until it 
clamped down again after 
September's explosion of 
Israel i-Pidestinian clashes 
across the West Bank and 
Gaza. 



Drove of pearls 
found in Bahrain 


Passengers push 
plane in Cairo 


CAIRO . (AFP) — 
Passengers on a Romanian 
aircraft, fed up after a five- 
hour delay at Cairo airport, 
got out and tried to push the 
plane into position for take- 
off on Sunday, airport 
sources said. The British- 
made BAC plane landed at 
dawn on one of the run- 
ways at Cairo airport tbe 
sources said. The 43 pas- 
sengers boarded the plane 
but the pilot was unable to 
execute the manoeuvres 
required to position it for 
takeoff. The" aircraft was 
not equipped with a hook 
that would have enabled a 
truck to pull it and the air- 
port authorities said they 
could not help the pilot 
After five hours of negotia- 
tions between the pilot and 
the authorities, passengers 
got out and tried to push the 
plane, the sources said. 
They made several fudle 
attempts before the 
Romanian airline official at 
the airport decided to put 
up them up at a hotel while 
waiting for the problem to 
be resolved. The plane was 
originally scheduled to take 
off for Bucharest at 1:40 
a.m. (2340 GMT Saturday). 


Miss Tahiti loses 
hope of crown 
after theft 


BANGALORE (AFP) — 
Miss Tahiti, Hinerava Hire, 
virtually threw in the towel 
here Sunday saying she 
stood no chance of grab- 
bing the Miss World crown 
because the loss of her jew- 
ellery in New Delhi was a 
bad omen. The 18-year-old 
model is one of 89* contes- 
tants at the Miss World 
1996 beauty pageant 
which will culminate in tbe 
crowning of the winner 
next Saturday in this south- 
ern Indian city. “Women in 
Tahiti wear jewellery of 
black pearls because they 
bring luck. I will not have 
luck on my side dial 
evening (Saturday) because 
1 lost my pearl necklace," 
the distraught contestant 
said in Bangalore. 
Organisers misplaced one 
of her bags containing the 
costly necklace after Miss 
Hiro, who speaks French 
and English, as well as 
Tahitian, arrived in New 
Delhi on Nov. ] for the 
beauty show. Police regis- 
tered a case of theft and 
launched an investigation 
after Miss Tahiti said the 
pearl necklace not only 
brought her luck but cost 
thousands of dollars. “The 
necklace was given by my 
sponsors for this show. I 
don t know how to explain 
the loss. It is worth S35.000 
. said Ms. Hiro. who says 
Nhe wants to become a 
police officer. Tie tearful 
contestant shied away from 
autograph-seekers at an 
overnight dinner and 
refused to be photographed, 
saying she was upset. 




MANAMA (AFP) — A~ 
treasure trove of 364 pearls 
dating back to the 14th or 
15th century has been 
found by French archaeol- 
ogists excavating in 
Bahrain, the director of tbe 
Bahrain museum said 
Sunday. The white and yel- 
low pearls were found at 
Qalat Al Bahrain, around 
five kilometres north of the 
capital Manama and near 
the waters of the Gulf, sad 
museum Director Nayla Al 
Khalifa. Ms. Khalifh, who 
was quoted by the official 
Gulf News Agency, gave 
no estimate for the value of 
the pearls, which will be 
cleaned before being dis- 
played in the museum. The 
French team was led by 
Pierre Lombard from die 
National Centre for 
Scientific Research. At the 
same site, the team in April 
last year found around 20 
baked-clay tablets which, 
bore cuneiform characters 
in Akkadian, the most 
widely used language in 
the Middle East in the sec- 
ond millennium before 
Christ 
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